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Introduction 
 

Early in 2011, I came across an entry in a New Zealand newspaper at the National Library of 

New Zealand’s Papers Past website that took my attention because of the combination of the 

surname SHAND and the place-name ELGIN. 

 

From the Evening Post of 30
th

 November 1914 (page 8), I learnt of the death of John Shand, 

M.A., LL.D., professor of Natural Philosophy at Otago University, Dunedin, New Zealand. 

 

 
John Shand, 1834-1914 

 

The obituary told me that John Shand was, born at Elgin, Morayshire, Scotland, 82 years 

ago, and had been appointed to the Chair of Mathematics and Natural Philosohpy in 1870.  

 

I have a keen interest in the family name Shand. My father’s mother’s maiden name, after all, 

was Shand.  
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For some time, I’ve been gathering details on that extended family and was surprised I hadn’t 

come across this John Shand before; especially since his father’s family was from the parish 

of Drainie, Morayshire, where my Shand ancestors also come from.  

 

What was even more surprising was that I could find no references to this John Shand locally 

at Elgin Heritage Centre; John was not known there.  

 

I decided I would put that right; what follows is my brief summary of John Shand’s life, his 

journey from Elgin, Scotland to Dunedin, New Zealand at the time of the great expansion of 

the British Empire in mid-Victorian times. 

 
 

 
Elgin, Scotland 

57º 38´ N, 3º 18´ W 

 

 
Dunedin, New Zealand 

45º 52´ S, 170º 30´ E 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Acknowledgements 
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Early Life & Education 
 

John Shand was born on 22
nd

 January 1834, the second child of four and second son to 

Alexander Shand, farm steward and Isabella McKenzie at the farm of Westertown, near 

Elgin, Moray, Scotland. 

 

The 1841 and 1851 census returns for Westertown, in the parish of Elgin gives us: 

 

 
1841 Census, Westertown, Elgin 

 

and: 

 

 
1851 Census, Westertown, Elgin 

 

showing John Shand’s roots, through his father, as the neighbouring parish of Drainie. 

 

John Shand was educated in the Elgin Academy; he appears in the report of the annual 

examination of the school reported in the Elgin Courier of 27
th

 June 1851 (page 3) where, 

within the Arithmetical and Mathematical department, we find: 

 

A Mathematical class was next examined on the elements of Geometry, and Plain 

[sic] Trigonometry, and in Algebra as far as Simple Equations. It was evident 

from the general appearance made, that, as on former occasions, this branch of 

the department was carefully and successfully taught. John Shand was here found 

entitled to the “Allan Reward of Merit.” 

 

Later in the same article, the list of prizes is presented, and we find John Shand (Allan’s 

Reward of Merit), Pluscarden. 

 

John Shand went to Aberdeen University, where he obtained his M.A. degree in 1854. His 

graduation was announced in the Aberdeen Journal of 5
th

 April 1854 (page 7) as: 

 

The following gentlemen were admitted, after examination, to the degree of 

Master of Arts: …… J. Shand, Elgin …… 

 

The Elgin Courier of 7
th

 April 1854 (page 2) referred to the above and added: 
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In another column will be found a list of the young gentlemen who have this year 

carried prizes at King's College, Aberdeen …… we also observe that Mr John 

Shand has carried the first prize in the Moral Philosophy class …… 

 

Employment 
 

John Shand’s first appointment was as mathematical tutor in Donald Morrison’s boarding 

establishment in connection with Elgin Academy. 

 

At the time John Shand attended Elgin Academy, it was not unusual for masters 

to have their own boarding pupils. One such was Donald Morrison, Classics 

Teacher.  

 

An advertisement in the Elgin Courant of 11
th

 August 1854 (page 1) tells us that 

Mr Morrison’s boarding establishment for the education of young gentlemen will 

be re-opened on Monday, the 14
th

 of August.  

 

A similar advertisement in the same newspaper on 10
th

 August 1855 (page 4) tells 

us that in Mr Morrison’s establishment, young gentlemen are prepared for the 

Universities, the Army, the Navy, or the Indian Service, and that on account of 

additions to his premises, which are not yet completed, his pupils will not re-

assemble until Monday, 27
th

 current. 

 

In 1859, Donald Morrison resigned his position at Elgin Academy, taking all his 

boarding pupils with him and setting up a private school at Weston House, Elgin.  

 

Donald Morrison left Elgin 1862 to take up the position of Rector in Glasgow 

Academy. 

 

When applying for the position of Mathematical Master in Edinburgh Academy, John Shand 

secured a reference from Donald Morrison. This was included in Testimonials in Favour of 

John Shand, M.A. 1868, and says, in relation to his work as mathematical tutor in Elgin: 

 

In that sphere he evinced educational powers of the very highest order, and soon 

succeeded in creating a taste for Mathematical studies which was truly 

astonishing.  

 

His facility in accommodating himself to the various capacities of his pupils; his 

energy and enthusiasm in guiding them both individually and in classes; his 

earnest labours to promote independence of thought and originality of expression 

in all their exercises; and his power to control without severity, rendered his 

services invaluable. 

 

John Shand was still in Elgin at the time of the annual examination in Elgin Academy in 

1855.  The Elgin Courant of 27
th

 June (page 4) of that year tells us that the number at present 

studying under Mr Morrison and his assistant, Mr Shand, is fifty-three. 

 

However, by the same time in 1856, John Shand had moved to the Military Mathematical 

Department of the Royal Naval and Military Academy, Gosport. 
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In 1858, when applying for the position of Mathematical Master in Ayr Academy, John 

Shand secured a reference from W B Kemshed, Superintendent of Military Schools, South-

West District, England, which was also included in Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, 

M.A.1868  referring to John Shand’s time at the Royal Naval and Military Academy, 

Gosport: 

 

I have personally known you for the last two years, as having charge especially of 

the Military Mathematical Department in that establishment.  

 

During that period some two dozen military pupils have gone up for examination, 

every one of whom has passed, while several have, in your department taken the 

highest honours. 

 

From the opportunities I have had of judging, I consider you a most successful 

Mathematical Teacher, and eminently qualified for the post you now seek. 

 

John Shand was appointed to the position of Mathematical Master in Ayr Academy on 13
th

 

October 1858, but it was not until 15
th

 December 1858 (page 4) that it was announced in the 

Aberdeen Journal. In that article, we learn that John had been appointed to a situation worth 

£300 a-year. 

 

He later shows up in the 1861 census lodging at 8 Cathcart Street, Ayr: 

 

 
1861 Census, Cathcart Street, Ayr 

 

It was also in 1861 that there is the first reference to John Shand playing golf when he joined 

Prestwick Golf Club that year. Details from the minute book of the club record he was 

proposed by Mr Campbell and seconded by Dr Sloan.  It may be fanciful to imagine John 

Shand learnt the game from ‘Old’ Tom Morris at Prestwick and taught mathematics & 

arithmetic to ‘Young’ Tom Morris in Ayr Academy.   

 

John Shand did more than just play golf in his spare time when living and working in Ayr.  

The Glasgow Herald of 24
th

 October 1860 tells us of his involvement with the institution of a 

working men’s college in the town as one of the gentlemen who are to conduct the classes. 

 

John Shand is listed as a teacher of arithmetic and mathematics in the Ayr Academy in the 

Post Office Directories for Ayr, Newton and Wallacetown in 1861/62 (page 7): 
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Post Office Directory, Ayr 1867/68 

 

He’s listed likewise in the 1864/65 (page 7) and also in that of 1867/68 (page 7) editions.  

 

In these latter two, he also shows up in the directory living at 8 Cathcart Street, still in the 

house of C B Rowan, Solicitor, Procurator Fiscal for the Burgh of Ayr and Town Clerk of 

Prestwick. John Shand does not appear in the next edition for Ayr, Newtown and 

Wallacetown in 1870/71. 

 

During time in Ayr Academy, according to the details furnished by William Bone, Secretary 

to the Directors of Ayr Academy in one of the references included by John Shand in the 

Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A. 1868, the numbers attending the classes under 

John Shand’s control grew from 189 in 1858 to 324 in 1868, and he seemed to be achieving 

pass rates between 70% and 90%. John remained in that position in Ayr for some nine years 

before seeking new employment.  

 

In 1868, John Shand took the step of applying for the position of Mathematical Master in 

Edinburgh Academy, which had recently become vacant.  

 

As part of his application for that post, John Shand prepared a letter and furnished some 26 

references, published as Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A. 1868 and found at 

University of Glasgow, Special Collections. 

 

John Shand’s application, addressed to the directors of the Edinburgh Academy states: 

 

My Lords and Gentlemen 

 

I beg respectfully to offer myself as a Candidate for the Mathematical Mastership 

in the Edinburgh Academy, and to submit to your consideration the 

accompanying Testimonials. 

 

Having early resolved to become a teacher of Mathematics, I have for many years 

embraced every opportunity of making myself practically acquainted with the 

methods of imparting Mathematical knowledge which are most approved of in 

Scotland and in England as well as on the Continent of Europe. I have also 

assiduously cultivated the study of the Mathematical and Physical sciences and 
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have endeavoured, to the best of my ability, to keep pace with their latest 

developments. 

 

For the last nine years I have conducted in a large public school a department in 

every way similar to that now vacant in the Edinburgh Academy; and, for the two 

years immediately preceding, I held the appointment of First Mathematical 

Master in the Royal Naval and Military Academy, Gosport. During those two 

years I was solely occupied in preparing Candidates for the various public 

Examinations - Military and Civil; and, bearing in view the class of pupils 

attending the Edinburgh Academy, I venture to express an opinion that the 

experience thus obtained would not be without value to that Institution. 

 

If I shall be honoured by your choice, it will be my highest aim to discharge with 

energy and fidelity the duties of the important office to which I now aspire. 

 

I am, 

My Lords and Gentlemen. 

Your most obedient Servant, 

John Shand. 

 

Ayr Academy, 10
th

 March, 1868. 

 

The full list of referees found in Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A 1868. can be 

found towards the end this document. They included the Rector and most of the Directors of 

Ayr Academy, as well as various ministers of the church, fellow masters and academics. All 

praise John Shand’s qualifications and suitability for the position he was applying for. 

 

The Edinburgh Evening Courant of 28
th

 May 1868 carried notice of John Shand’s 

appointment, saying, we understand that at a meeting of the directors of the Edinburgh 

Academy, held yesterday, Mr John Shand, M.A., of the Ayr Academy, was elected 

mathematical master, in room of Mr Williams, who has recently been appointed one of her 

Majesty’s inspectors of schools for Wales. There were forty-one candidates. 

 

John shows up as a staff member of Edinburgh Academy in the Post Office Directories for 

Edinburgh & Leith in 1868/69 (page 505): 

 

 
Post Office Directory, Edinburgh 1869/70 

 

He appears also in 1869/70 (page 588) and 1870/71 (page 537). 
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Although, in 1869/70, he is given as living at Buccleuch Place, he isn’t listed as a named 

resident of that street, and must have moved to Brandon Place soon after (see marriage, 

below). 

Going to New Zealand 
 

Moving now to that wonderful facility at Papers Past, we find John Shand’s appointment to 

his job in New Zealand.  

 

A meeting Council meeting of the University of Otago was reported in the Otago Daily 

Times of 11
th

 November 1869 (page 2). In it, the Council determined the Chairs of the new 

University of be Mental and Moral Philosophy; Classics; and, Mathematics and Natural 

Philosophy. They also set the salaries of the professors appointed at £600 per annum, with 

fees of three guineas per student per term to each professor; and allowed £150 each for 

passage money and outfit.  

 

The candidates were expected to be graduates of some established and recognised University. 

Advertisements would be inserted in the Home and Colonial newspapers, and applications, 

with testimonials and certificates, should be addressed to the agents of the Province of Otago 

in Britain, or to the Secretary of the Council in Dunedin. In addition, each professor would be 

each empowered to select books to the value of £50, such books to form the nucleus of the 

University Library and, in addition, the mathematical professor be empowered to expend 

£200 in the purchase of scientific apparatus necessary for the natural philosophy class. 

 

The first advertisement for the position eventually offered to John Shand seems to have been 

in the Wellington Independent of 31
st
 March 1870 (page 4): 

 

 
Wellington Independent, 31

st
 March 1870 

 

From the Otago Daily Times of 15
th

 June 1870 (page 2) we learn that: 
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In connection with the Professorships in the Otago University, it may be 

mentioned that there are from home, 55 applications for the Professorship of 

Classics and 49 for that of Mathematics.  

 

The names of these applicants have been forwarded by Mr Auld, the home agent, 

who has promised to send the written applications, testimonials, &c., by the next 

mail.  

 

In addition to these, there are six candidates for each Chair from the Australian 

colonies and New Zealand provinces. 

 

The Evening Post of 1
st
 October 1870 (page 2) carried an article about a meeting of the 

Council of Otago University the previous day: 

 

 
Evening Post, 1

st
 October 1870 

 

At this meeting it was announced that the Professor of Mathematics was appointed to be John 

Shand, M.A., Aberdeen, head Mathematical Master Edinburgh Academy. 

 

On 8
th

 February 1871, John married Annie Bell, a native of Ayr. The Otago Daily Times of 

28
th

 April 1871 (page 2) carried the following notice:  

 

We find the following notice of marriage in the Edinburgh Daily Review:- “At 2 

Holyrood Place, Glasgow, on the 8
th

 February, by the Rev Thomas Dobbie, 

Stranraer, John Shand, M.A., Professor of Naturual Philosophy in the University 

of Otago, to Miss Annie Bell.” 
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1871 Marriage, John Shand & Annie Bell 

 

The marriage certificate for John Shand & Annie Bell tells us of their marriage on 8
th

 

February 1871, at 2 Holyrood Place, Glasgow after Banns according to the Forms of the 

United Presbyterian Church.  

 

Married were John Shand, Professor of Mathematics (bachelor), aged 37 years, 

living at 11 Brandon Street, Edinburgh, son of Alexander Shand, Shipping Agent 

& Isabella McKenzie and Annie Bell (spinster), aged 27 years, of  12 

Montgomerie Terrace, Ayr, daughter of James Bell, Merchant (deceased) & 

Annie Purdie (deceased).  

 

The witnesses were Lewis Anderson & Lizzie Kilpatrick. 

 

Brandon Street, Edinburgh lies north of Princes Street, but not as far north as the 

Royal Botanic Gardens.  

 

Surprisingly, John Shand does not show up as living at 11 Brandon Street in the 

1870/71 Post Office directory for Edinburgh; he only shows up in the Edinburgh 

Academy item (see above).  

 

At 11 Brandon Street are living Alexander Davidson, writer - in the modern 

sense, that means solictor; Mrs W Davidson; R L Dowling, commercial traveller; 

Mrs Ironside; Rev Joseph Miller; and, J G C Peebles, S.S.C. (a member of the 

Society of Solicitors before the Supreme Court). 

 

Montgomerie Terrace, Ayr lies south of the river, between South Harbour Street 

and the Esplanade.  

 

The 1870/71 Post Office directory for Ayr tells us that, living at 12 Montgomerie 

Terrace at that time was Thomas Cree, teacher of French and German at Ayr 

Academy - Thomas Cree, of course, was head of the household; it is unclear 

whether Annie Bell was staying there at the same time or, if she was, what her 

relationship was to Thomas Cree. 

 

John and his wife left Glasgow on 22
nd

 March 1871 aboard the ship Wild Deer, bound for 

New Zealand. 
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Wild Deer 

(National Library of New Zealand, ID: 1/2-016755-G) 

 

The Wild Deer was built as a (tea) clipper ship by the Charles Connell Shipyard 

at Glasgow for William Walker of London. She was 211 feet long with a beam 

20.7 feet. Her maiden voyage was in December 1863. Following the opening of 

the Suez Canal in 1869, she was no longer needed for the tea trade and found new 

use in round trips to Australia and New Zealand - taking emigrants on the 

outward trip and goods, such as wool, on return. Under this guise, the Wild Deer 

made a number of successful round-trips to the southern hemisphere. At the 

commencement a voyage in January 1883 she ran aground on the coast of Ireland 

and was lost - fortunately with no loss of life! 

 

They arrived at Port Chalmers, near Dunedin, on 21
st
 June and a brief announcement of the 

arrival was made in the Otago Daily Times of 22
nd

 June 1871 (page 2) under arrivals: 

 

Wild Deer, ship, 1016 tons, Cameron, from Glasgow, 23
rd

 March. G G Russell 

and Co, agents. Passengers Professor D Macgregor and Mrs Macgregor, Rev W 

Macgregor and Mrs Macgregor, Professor G S Sale, Miss Sale, and Mr C Sale, 

Professor J Shand and Mrs Shand, Messrs R A Ferguson, M S Holmes, W 

Morrice, and 149 in the intermediate and steerage. A list of some of these 

passengers of the Wild Deer can be found at 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ourstuff/WildDeer71.htm. 

 

A more complete description of the voyage appeared in the same newspaper, the Otago Daily 

Times of 22
nd

 June 1871 (page 2): 

 

The clipper ship Wild Deer, from Glasgow, was signalled as off the Heads 

yesterday forenoon. “All well on board” was then exhibited, followed by 

“Wanted a steam tug,” to which the tug Geelong responded, went outside, and 

brought the ship up on the flood.  
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The Wild Deer left the Tail of the Bank, Greenock, on the 23
rd

 of March, and 

parted with her pilot on the following day off Rathlin Island. Experienced 

moderate weather and light N E. Trades to the Equator.  

 

The S.E. Trades were favourable, and followed by westerly and southerly 

breezes; crossed the meridian of Greenwich on the 9
th

 of May, and that of the 

Cape on the 13
th

.  

 

Her easting was run down on a general parallel of 46
o
S., and with the exception 

of a heavy easterly gale off the Crozets was characterised by westerly winds; she 

passed to the southward of the Snares, and the first land that was sighted was the 

Nuggets on Tuesday evening.  

 

The Deer brings a large cargo of general merchandise and a number of 

passengers, including several assisted immigrants, all of whom will be brought to 

town this forenoon by one of the Harbour Company's steamers.  

 

The ship comes into harbour clean and tidy alow and aloft, reflecting credit on 

her master and officers. 

 

The Otago Daily Times of 23
rd

 June 1871 (page 3) - the very next day - reported that 

five members of the crew of the Wild Deer appeared before T Tayler, Esq., J.P.; two 

being for drunken and disorderly conduct, and the others for obstructing the police in 

the execution of their duty the whole were men belonging to the ship Wild Deer, and 

had been on shore with some of the passengers and got drinking. The first cases called 

on were Michael Hogan and John Steel, for being drunk and disorderly. The charges 

being proved, they were fined 10s each, or 24 hours’ imprisonment. Henry Thoms, 

Archibald M’Vicar, and Angus M’Lean, for obstructing the police, were each fined 20s, 

or 48 hours’ imprisonment.  

 

The Otago Daily Times of 28
th

 September 1871 (page 3) gave notice of the 

departure of the Wild Deer, for London, on the 7
th

, with 25 passengers, 866 bales 

wool, 16 do flax, 647 casks tallow, 357 hides, 1200 bags grain, 9437 cases 

preserved meat, 42 packages sundries, and 2107 ozs, 16 dwts. of gold, arriving 

there 22
nd

 November. 

 

The Otago Daily Times of 6
th

 July 1871, in announcing the arrival of the professors, 

also announced that, the classes will be opened almost immediately. 

 

The same newspaper, the Otago Daily Times of 11
th

 March 1871 carried the first 

advertisement of the new University’s classes: 

 

Separate Classes for Junior and Senior Mathematics; Junior and Senior Natural 

Philosophy. Professor: John Shand, M.A., formerly First Mathematical Master in 

the Royal Academy, Gosport, England and the Edinburgh Academy.  

 

The classes were expected to start about the beginning of June, but were delayed for reason 

of the professors not sailing for the Dominion in time. 
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The Otago Daily Times of 5
th

 July 1871 carried an advertisement announcing the classes 

available for the first session of Otago University: 

 

 
Otago Daily Times, 5

th
 July 1871 

 

John Shand seems not to have had a great workload in his first year in Dunedin, his classes 

advertised were from 11 to 12 a.m, 12 to 1 p.m and 8 to 9 p.m only. 

 

John Shand’s introductory lecture was delivered in the Large Hall of the University on 

Tuesday, 11
th

 July
 
at 8 o’clock p.m; it was briefly described by the Grey River Argus of 25

th
 

July 1871 (page 3): 

 

Professor Shand delivered his lecture on Tuesday evening, his subject being 

Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.  

 

He dwelt largely on the importance of mathematics - pure and applied to almost 

every trade and profession, and particularly to that wide field of labor which is 

implied in the word Physics.  

 

He spoke of astronomy, and showed how much the great discoveries of modern 

days’ are indebted to mathematics, and the close and persevering study of 

philosophers.  

 

He also mentioned the spectroscope, as the latest result of science, and the 

wonderful discoveries already made, and the interesting field of research which it 

rendered available to the student. 

 

A full summary of John Shand’s introductory lecture was printed in the Otago Daily 

Times of 12
th

 July 1871 (page 2). 

 

John Shand, with the other professors, was given an enthusiastic welcome. An Australian 

newspaper, The Argus, of 11
th

 August 1871 (page 7) stated: 
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There was so great a crowd at a social gathering held to welcome them, that the 

hall was nicknamed the Divorce Court, all the ladies being separated from their 

husbands, because it was impossible to find seats for any of the male part of the 

crowd, and equally impossible for a lady to move about in those parts of the room 

which were originally intended for promenading  

 

The same article also said that their preliminary lectures also drew some of the largest 

audiences that have been seen here and the number of students entered is encouragingly 

large - 36 but that some of these, however, would have been excluded had a regular 

matriculation examination been insisted upon. 

 

Early Years in New Zealand  
 

During his first few years at Otago University, with so few students attending his classes, 

John Shand involved himself in other educational areas. He was often to be found visiting 

and examining the standard of mathematics taught at local schools; he became an active 

member of the Otago Institute; elected by the Council as members of the Institute in 

September 1871. In addition, he sat on the committee formed to consider a reference library 

for the University; was involved with mathematical competitions organised by the Chamber 

of Commerce and the Caledonian Society. 

 

In November 1871, there was an announcement of a series of lectures to be given for the 

benefit of a building fund for North Dunedin Presbyterian Church; John Shand was scheduled 

to present the fourth in the series on 9
th

 February 1872 but the Otago Daily Times of that day 

carried an announcement, that Professor Shand would have delivered a lecture on this 

occasion, but owing to indisposition caused by an accident he has been obliged to postpone 

his until further on in the series. The Otago Daily Times of 20
th

 April 1872 (page 2) carried a 

description of lecture finally given by John Shand, entitled Spectrum Analysis: 

 

The object of the lecture, as stated by Professor Shand, was more to give an idea 

of the nature of the evidence which the spectroscope furnishes respecting the 

existence of common terrestrial metals in the solar atmosphere, than to treat of 

the whole of so large and interesting a subject. He therefore restricted his 

attention to a comparatively narrow field of enquiry, connected with solar rather, 

than with terrestrial chemistry.  

 

He commenced by giving an account of the first step which, was made in the 

series of discoveries which have led up to the new method of spectral analysis. 

This was made by Sir Isaac Newton, two hundred years ago. By admitting the 

sunlight into a darkened room through a small aperture in a window shutter, and 

placing a triangular glass prism in it, he obtained the rainbow-tinted strip of light 

to which he gave the name of the solar spectrum. Any strong light would produce 

the experiment, and for the purpose, the Professor brought two charcoal rods, 

which were in connection with a galvanic battery, nearly in contact, when a most 

brilliant and dazzling light was produced. This electric lamp was placed in a 

lantern, when a ray of light was allowed to fall through a prism in a narrow slit, 

upon a screen, when the spectrum of the electric light was produced in rainbow 

colours.  
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It would be tedious to follow the lecturer in all that was said about the 

colourations which the various metals impart to flame, the bands or lines 

peculiar to the spectrum of each metal, the value of the spectrum analysis as a 

means of chemical research, the number of discoveries made by means of the 

spectrum, his remarks upon the labours of Kirchhoff, upon refraction, deflection, 

&c. He exhibited several very interesting experiments, showing the colours given 

out by various substances, in a Bunsen gas-burner, and their spectrums, by 

means of the electric light.  

 

He showed that whatever be the nature of the flame in which the salts of a metal 

are volatised, the coloration, when visible, is always the same for any one metal 

and for all its compounds. In the last of his experiments, a mixture of the salts of 

different metals was placed on one of the carbon points, when the hues of the 

various metals flashed out on the screen, so that each metal was as distinctly 

recognisable as if the others had been entirely absent.  

 

As regarded the delicacy of this method of chemical analysis, he remarked that it 

could detect with certainty the presence of one-hundred-millionth part of a grain 

of strontium or of calcium. Its value as a means of chemical research might be 

inferred from the fact that already by its aid have been discovered no fewer than 

four new and extremely rare metallic elements.  

 

In conclusion, he said that those who were desirous of extending their knowledge 

on this subject could not do better than study the writings of Prof. Roscoe and Mr 

Proctor. For his own part, if he had succeeded in attracting attention to a new 

and most interesting branch of scientific investigation, the purpose which he had 

in view would have been fully attained. 

 

In the first session, John Shand had only 9 students in attendance. By 1873, there were 30 in 

attendance in the Mathematical classes under Professor Shand.  

 

That year, the combined salaries of the four Otago University professors were £2125. If there 

were still three of them that would be something in the region of £700 each; if there were 

four, then something in excess of £525 per man. Whichever, using average earnings as a 

guide, £600 in 1873 would equate to more than £150K in 2012. By no stretch of the 

imagination was John Shand underpaid! 

 

Time for Golf 
 

So much time had he in hand that there was the opportunity to consider the game of golf.  

 

The game of golf may have been played in New Zealand before that time (possibly as early 

as 1863) but is from the Otago Daily Times of 18
th

 September 1871 (page 2) we get the first 

reference to John Shand’s involvement in the game: 

 

The golf ground near Caversham was well patronised on Saturday, as about a 

dozen players were engaged in the game during the afternoon. A meeting of those 

favourable to the formation of a club to play this Royal and ancient game, was 
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held at Wain’s Hotel, in the evening. Mr C R Howden was called upon to preside 

and resolutions were passed, constituting a club upon the basis of similar 

institutions in the old country. The following office-bearers were appointed for 

the first twelve months: Captain Mr C R Howden; Committee Professor Shand, 

Mr W D Murison, Mr T C Reid; honorary secretary and treasurer, Mr D F Main.  

 

The annual subscription was fixed at one guinea, and the Committee were 

empowered to invite players to join the Club until the next general meeting, when 

members must be admitted in accordance with the rules, which the Committee 

were requested to draw up and submit for approval at such meeting.  

 

The Committee were further empowered to provide the necessary playing 

material for members until such time as regular supplies could be obtained. It 

was elicited that there were several good club and ball makers in Dunedin, and if 

such be the case, a good opening is here provided for a respectable tradesman in 

a novel line of business; and we predict, from the enthusiastic manner in which 

some old players present entered into the spirit of the game, that a good demand 

will result for the necessary implements. Wednesday, the 27th inst., at 8 o’clock 

was fixed for the general meeting, when the play and club rules will be submitted 

for approval.  

 

We may fairly congratulate the golfing community (and it consists of not a few in 

Dunedin) on the establishment of a game at the antipodes which will recall many 

happy recollections of early days, and add many happy (because healthful) years 

to the lives of those who practise it. Medals to he played for on medal days were 

spoken of; and as Canterbury is also about to take the initiatory steps for the 

introduction of the game into that province, we may fairly anticipate some future 

interprovincial matches. 

 

Competitive golf seems to have started quite soon after this, the Otago Witness of 30
th

 

December 1871 (page 8) says, the competition for the gold medal of the Dunedin Golf Club 

came off on Tuesday, at the ground near Mornington; John Shand finished 4
th

 of 11 entries.  

 

The next mention of John Shand playing golf occurs more than one year later - maybe he 

now had enough students to occupy his time - with the competition for the St Andrews’ 

Cross, presented by C R Howden, Captain of the Dunedin Golf Club, where John Shand was 

runner-up. 

 

On 1
st
 September 1874, John Shand was appointed to serve as Captain of Dunedin Golf Club, 

the Otago Daily Times of the following day (page 2) describes the meeting thus: 

 

The annual meeting of this Club was held in Wain’s Hotel last evening, Mr C E 

Howden presiding. The Chairman said the Club was in a very flourishing 

condition, and had had a most successful year, and he trusted the next year would 

be as successful. He might mention that some items on the balance sheet, to 

improving the road. &c, would never occur again. He desired that some one be 

appointed in his stead for the ensuing year, as he desired to take a back seat.  

 

Mr Murison said that having heard this intimation on the part of the Captain, it 

gave him great pleasure to propose one for the office who had taken great 
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interest in the game, and been present at nearly every match. He referred to 

Professor Shand, one of the first players to commence the game upon the old 

links beyond the Glen. Mr Hood seconded the proposal, which was unanimously 

carried. 

 

That same year, as reported in the Otago Daily Times of 30
th

 September (page 2), the St. 

Andrews’ Cross has again been taken, by Professor Shand, meaning had won it at least once 

before this date. He won it again in March 1875. 

 

At the end of his reign as Captain, John Shand placed £5 at the disposal of the club for prizes. 

This may have been used to purchase a cup, for, at a meeting in 1876, Mr Hood took 

Professor’s Silver Cup with a total of 111; being two rounds of the short course then used. 

 

John Shand also won, outright, another trophy 

at the club; the Telfer medal was presented to 

Dunedin Golf Club by Mr John Telfer.   

 

John Shand won it outright on 2
nd

 January 

1875.  

 

The medal (pictured opposite) was presented 

back to the Club in 1970 by  Professor Shand’s 

daughters and the Club has played for this 

every year since.  
Telfer Medal 

(Otago Golf Club) 

 

The Otago Daily Times of 4
th

 January 1875 (page 2) describes John’s victory: 

 

On Saturday the annual competition by the members of the Dunedin Golf Club 

for the club’s gold medal took place, and on the same day the members played for 

a handsome medal presented to the club for competition by Mr J T Telfer.  

 

The club’s medal is held for one year by the player who succeeds in completing 

the two rounds of the Links, being 18 holes, in the lowest number of strokes. Mr 

Telfer’s medal was a handicap prize, to be retained by the winner.  

 

At eleven o’clock the weather was very unfavourable for golf, but shortly after 

that hour the first pair of competitors started. At the finish of the first round it 

was found that Mr D Hood had made the lowest score, 62; Professor Shand and 

Mr Fogarty coming next with 64 each.  

 

In his second round Mr Hood scored 70, leaving Professor Shand 68 to tie him 

for the Club’s medal. The latter, however, finished his second round in 66, thus 

winning both medals, his handicap for the two rounds having been 6.  

 

The following are the scores of some of the leading players: Professor Shand, 

130; Mr D Hood, 132; Mr G Todd, junr., 134; Mr M Fogarty, 134; Mr J 

Thomson, 137. The scores, it will be seen, are a long way beyond the average, a 

circumstance which is to be accounted for by the great length of the grass upon 

part of the links.  
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After the day’s play was over the medals were presented in the Club Rooms to the 

winner, Professor Shand, who is Captain of the Club, by the Hon. Secretary, Mr J 

B Park. 

 

From The Otago Golf Club, Club Calendar 2012, we find that: 

 

The first few games were played at Caversham but early in 1872, the City 

Council gave permission for the establishment of a golf course at Mornington 

…… The first tee just happened to be very handy to Fogarty’s Hotel, which soon 

provided a locker room, Clubhouse and the first ‘nineteenth’ in New Zealand.  

 

The booklet continues: 

 

In 1876 the ‘nineteenth’ changed hands. The new landlord soon found himself in 

bankruptcy and the ensuing sale saw a member of the public secure a complete 

parcel of all the members’ golf clubs for two pounds. When the clubs were 

tracked down a year later, they were useless. Without a playable course and 

without equipment, players found the whole business impossible. It was nearly 

twenty years before golf once again took organised shape. 

 

With the Dunedin Golf Club in abeyance, it was not until 1892 that The Otago Golf Club was 

formed. The Otago Daily Times of 7
th

 June 1893 (page 4) reports the monthly handicap 

competition for the St Andrews’ Cross in which there was a tie for fourth place between Dr 

Shand (6 strokes) and Mr J M Ritchie (12 strokes), with net scores of 95 each. 

 

The Otago Daily Times of 28
th

 May 1894 (page 4) reported on play for the usual monthly 

competition under handicap for the St Andrew’s Cross … the lowest gross score was made by 

Dr Shand (4 strokes) who was once more to the front with a fine steady game. He will require 

to play off a tie with Mr C Rattray (6 strokes), who went round in 93. 

 

The play off was reported in the Otago Daily Times of 25
th

 June 1894 (page 4): 

 

The tie for the May competition for the Otago Golf Club’s St Andrew’s cross 

between Dr Shand and Mr C W Rattray was played on the 16th inst., and resulted 

in a win for Dr Shand, who played a remarkably steady round of 90, which, with 

his handicap of four strokes, left him with 86 net. Mr Rattray made a very good 

fight of it with 91 (97 - 6). 

 

Another tie in the monthly competition for September 1894 resulted in a play off between 

John Shand, M S Todd and C W Rattray resulted, this time, in a win for the latter. 

 

The Otago Daily Times of 27
th

 September 1894 (page 34) reported on an inter-club match in 

which John Shand played for the Otago Golf Club, unfortunately losing his individual match 

3 holes down, but part of a victorious team: 

 

The Otago Golf Club paid a visit to the Dunedin Golf Club at the Maori Hills 

links last Saturday to play a match. The links were in fine order, some of the 

putting greens, however, being perhaps rather keen, owing to the recent dry 
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weather. A very pleasant game was played, resulting …… in a win for the visitors 

by 22 holes. 

 

As late as 1896, though, John Shand reached the final of the Club Championship where the 

Otago Daily Times of 9
th

 June (page 8) reported: 

 

It is also pleasant to find that the second place in the club championship has been 

secured by Dr Shand, one of our most enthusiastic golfers, and one of the oldest 

exponents of the game in New Zealand, being always a steady and reliable 

player. 

 

The above competition was commenced, on May 2 and terminated on May 30. 

There were 16 entries. In the first round J O Kettle beat Dr Ogston by 5 up and 3 

to play. Dr Shand beat G Roberts by 6 up and 5 to play. Dr Brown beat C 

Maitland by 3 up and 2 to play. W C MacGregor beat M S Todd on the last hole. 

F Stilling beat A Todd by 6 up and 4 to play. C W Rattray beat S Leitch at the 

nineteenth hole. Messrs J R Scott and H Macneil jun. received byes.  

 

In the second round J O Kettle beat J K Scott by 2 up and 1 to play. Dr Shand 

beat Dr Brown by 4 up and 3 to play. W C MacGregor beat F Stilling by 4 up and 

2 to play. H Macneil jun. beat C W Rattray by 6 up and 5 to play.  

 

In the third round Dr Shand beat J O Kettle by 2 up and 1 to play, and H Macneil 

jun. beat W C MacGregor. The final round was won by Mr H Macneil jun who 

beat Dr Shand by 5 up and 3 to play. 

 

John Shand was still playing competitive golf as late as 1899 when the Otago Daily Times of 

9
th

 May that year (page 6) reported play for the usual monthly competition for the St 

Andrew’s Cross, finishing 7
th

 equal with a score of 90 (98 - 8). 

 

The same year, 1899, provides the last reference (so far) found to John Shand playing any 

form of competitive golf. The Otago Daily Times of 26
th

 September 1899 (page 3) reported 

on a match between two teams made up of members of Otago Golf Club in which John 

Shand played G MacEwan, losing 1 hole down. 

 

Mid Life at the University 
 

In 1876, John Shand was appointed a member of the Education Board of the District of Otago 

in place of John Davie, who had resigned. At the time of reorganisation in 1878, John Shand 

stood for election to the new board and polled 68 votes from the electors; enough to be 

appointed a member of the newly formed Otago Education Board. By 1882, at the first 

meeting of the new Education Board that year, John Shand was appointed Chairman. He was 

re-appointed Chairman for a further 12-month term in 1883, and then again in 1884. He was 

offered the opportunity of the same in 1885, but declined owing to his time being too much 

taken up. In 1886 he resigned his position on the Otago Education Board. The board paid 

tribute: 

 

That in accepting Professor Shand’s resignation as a member of the Board, the 

Board expresses their regret that he has felt it necessary to take this step, and 
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also their high appreciation of the many services rendered by Professor Shand to 

the cause of education in the Colony. 

 

The matter of remuneration was raised in the Southland Times of 19
th

 June 1876 (page 3): 

 

Professors Sale, Shand, and McGregor, it is rumored, have requested additional 

items to their salaries, as there are no students, and they cannot live upon £600 

a-year each.  

 

Two of them never had £50 in their life at home. If, as one of the representatives 

of Dunedin told me, they had a sense of shame and manliness, they would long 

ago have resigned, as they must have seen that their services are not appreciated, 

and that they are simply pensioners on the public. 

 

By 1877, John Shand had been appointed a member of the High School Board of Governors 

as one of the two representatives of Otago University. John Shand seems to have been a 

member of the board continuously from that date till April 1890, when he resigned. For most 

of his time on the High School Board of Governors, John was Treasurer. His name reappears 

as a member of the board in 1898, and the last entry found is dated 1904. 

 

Also in 1877, John was chosen as the first President of the Educational Institute of Otago, he 

delivered his inaugural address in April 1878; which was printed in full by the Otago Witness 

in its issue of 4
th

 May 1878 (page 6). John Shand was again President for a brief period in 

1897 as a stop-gap, the incumbent having left Dunedin. No reference linking him to the 

Institute can be found beyond 1899. 

 

Come 1878, John Shand was appointed by the Governor a Fellow of the New Zealand 

University. That is, John Shand was appointed to sit on the Senate of the New Zealand 

University. He did so continuously until his resignation early in 1914. 

 

By 1879, John Shand and his family had moved into accommodation provided by Otago 

University. At a University Council meeting described in the Auckland Star 19
th

 June 1879 

(page 2) the professors submitted a petition asking the Council that it repay to us or our 

heads, on giving up the houses, either by resignation, removal, death, or any other cause, the 

sums that we have expended on permanent improvements and such fittings as a landlord 

usually provides his tenants. The Chairman of the Council said, the Council had behaved 

very generously to its professors: they had got a great deal more than they ever bargained 

for, and, as the new dwelling would save each of the same £120 a-year, he no doubt thought 

that they could very well afford to pay for the improvements and fittings themselves.  

 

John Shand and the other professors took it upon themselves to write a letter to the Vice-

Chancellor of Otago University, which appeared in the Otago Witness of 21
st
 June 1879 

(page 19): 

 

Sir, With reference to the expenses that we have found it necessary to incur in 

finishing our houses and erecting out-houses, we respectfully suggest to the 

Council that in reply to us, or our heirs, on giving up our houses, either by 

resignation, removal, death, or any other cause, the sums that we have expended 

on permanent improvements and such fittings as a landlord usually provides for 

his tenants.  
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We suggest that all accounts paid by us for improvements or fittings be laid 

before the Council, and, if approved by it, the amount be entered by the Registrar 

to the credit of each of us respectively, and the accounts returned to us.  

 

We make the suggestion because, while fully recognising the generosity of the 

Council in providing us with houses, we think that in justice to our families we 

should not have to sink money in fittings and improvements which, on our giving 

up our houses, would become the property of the University.- We have, &c,  

                                                                 John Shand,  

                                                                 Duncan MacGregor,  

                                                                 James G. Black,  

                                                                 F. W. Hutton. 

 

The Council decided that the allowance of £30 for each house must be accepted in lieu of 

fittings, and that anything extra must be provided by the Professors at their own cost. 

 

Class sizes were growing, the Otago Daily Times of 12
th

 May 1880 (page 2) reported: 

 

We understand that the attendance at the University classes is much larger than 

in any previous session. At the meeting of the Council yesterday the Chancellor 

stated that Professor Shand had 45 students. 

 

During 1883, John Shand gave a series of public lectures on the subject Mechanical Physics. 

There were ten in number, starting early in July and finishing by the middle of September. 

These lectures were given mainly to teachers, as part of the Educational Institute of Otago. 

The lectures were printed separately and in full in the Tuapeka Times. 

 

Change of Job 
 

In 1886, when the university made the decision to split the Chair of Mathematics and Natural 

Philosophy, John Shand opted for the latter, and assumed the position of Professor of Natural 

Philosophy in Otago University. 

 

The Otago Witness  of 16
th

 January 1886 (page 11) carried the letter written by John Shand to 

the Chancellor of Otago University where he says the following: 

 

                              The University, Dunedin, January 11, 1886.  

                               The Rev. the Chancellor, Otago University.  

 

Sir, In view of the approaching meeting of the Presbyterian Synod, it is necessary 

that I should make a communication to you respecting the proposed division of 

the subjects that now belong to my chair in the University. It is understood to be 

the purpose of the Synod to endow a chair of Natural Philosophy and it has been 

recommended by the Professorial Board and agreed to by the Council that to this 

chair should be assigned the subjects of experimental physics and elementary 

mechanics and hydrostatics. The classes assigned to the two chairs will, 

therefore, stand as follows:  

 

CHAIR OF MATHEMATICS.  
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1. Pure mathematics, as prescribed for the B.A. degree.  

2. Mathematics, pure and applied, as prescribed for senior scholarships and 

honours.  

 

CHAIR OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.  

1. Mechanics and hydrostatics, as prescribed for the B.A. degree, with laboratory 

work.  

2. Physical science, as prescribed for the B.A. degree, with laboratory work.  

3. Physical science, as prescribed for senior scholarships and honours, with 

laboratory work.  

 

Of these two divisions of my present chair, I elect to retain the latter - namely, the 

chair of natural philosophy. I have therefore to intimate to you that I shall be 

willing to resign the charge of the classes named above under the head of chair of 

mathematics as soon as a new professor shall have been appointed. It is 

understood that this partial resignation will not prejudice my present engagement 

with the council as regards tenure of office, retiring allowance, emoluments, or 

any other condition, except that I renounce all claim to the class fees in the 

subjects assigned to the mathematical chair.  

 

The department of physics is still, as you are aware, very inadequately provided 

with the apparatus required for experimental illustration, and for laboratory 

work. This is not due to any want of interest on the part of the Council, who have 

on the contrary, liberally provided funds to the utmost extent of their means. As a 

result of the proposed action of the Synod, it will be necessary not only to equip 

new branches of natural philosophy, but also to raise the whole subject from a 

subsidiary position to one in the front rank, If it be true, as I have been informed 

it is, that the expenditure requisite for this purpose is quite beyond the means of 

this Council, I would respectfully suggest that a representation of this fact should 

be made to the Board of Church Property and the Synod. Both of these bodies 

have uniformly acted towards the University in a large-minded way, and I do not 

doubt, if the position of matters be made known to them, that they will make an 

effort to place on a proper footing the chair which they propose to endow. I 

estimate that the sum of £800, expended with rigorous economy, would be 

sufficient to furnish the department of Natural Philosophy in a modest but 

reasonably efficient manner.  

 

I have, &c, John Shand. 

 

This was an important statement, in it John Shand is reminding the university that his 

appointment in 1870 was funded by the Presbyterian Synod of Otago and that this 

appointment was for life!   

 

That is why he makes the point it is understood that this partial resignation will not prejudice 

my present engagement with the council as regards tenure of office, retiring allowance, 

emoluments, or any other condition. 

 

First Honour, Doctor of Law 
 

The Aberdeen Journal of 4
th

 March 1889 (page 5) carried the announcement that: 
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The degree of LL.D. was conferred upon …… Mr John Shand, Professor of 

Natural Philosophy in the University of Otago. Mr Shand, who is a native of 

Morayshire, graduated at King's College, Aberdeen, in 1854, and the present 

honour has been conferred on him in consideration of his long-continued and 

eminent services to education in the colony of New Zealand. 

 

Only three days later, the Ashburton Guardian of 5
th

 March 1889 (page 2) announced: 

 

The University of Aberdeen has conferred the degree of Dr of Law upon 

Professor Shand, of Dunedin, and Doctor of Divinity upon Mr Michael Watt, New 

Zealand. 

 

Which was followed in the Otago Daily Times of 11
th

 March 1889 (page 2), which stated: 

 

This community generally will be ready to congratulate Professor Shand …… on 

the well merited honours that have been conferred …… by the University at 

which …… educated ……  

 

As for Dr Shand, no man in this community better deserves his honours. As a 

teacher of mathematics his reputation stands as high as that of any professor in 

the Australian Colonies; whilst his services to education generally, as a member 

of the Education Board and in other more silent ways, can fully be appreciated 

only by those who are familiar with the history of education in the Colony and 

province.  

 

If Dr Shand’s merits and services were not the most unobtrusive and modest kind 

they would have been rewarded with high academic honours long before this. 

 

Later Life at the University 
 

The graduation, or capping ceremony of 1887, was disrupted (again) by the students 

misbehaving. The Otago Witness  of 26
th

 August 1887 (page 20) says that the students 

chanted in chorus on Friday night the following ditty: 

 

Johnny Shand’s subject is Electricity; 

Professor Black and Willee are great in Chemistry; 

In English Literature Professor Brown’s a regular whale; 

At them Ancient Classics you can’t beat Sale. 

            Glory, glory Hallelujah! 

  

Professor D Gibbons slips o’er the Mathematics; 

The Rev. Salmond teaches Ancient Ethics; 

Parker on the common worm is devil-fishly hot; 

To know about your body you have got to go to Scott. 

            Glory, glory Hallelujah! 

 

It may, or may not be significant that Professor Shand is referred to as Johnny Shand but that 

the other learned gentlemen are given their proper titles. 
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The Otago Daily Times of 23
rd

 January 1890 (page 3) carried a summary of the latest 

University Council meeting. In it, it says that, Dr Shand wrote applying for a mechanical 

assistant. The Council, resolved to appoint a committee to consider the best machinery for 

assisting professors and keeping the University buildings and grounds in order without 

additional expense.  

 

At a later meeting, reported in the Otago Daily Times of 13
th

 March 1890 (page 4), John 

Shand submitted a letter stating, that the determination of the council to give him an assistant 

for the winter session would be almost worse than useless to him, as he would not be able to 

train such a man to be of any use to him. He continued, it would be better to devote the sum 

which the council was prepared to vote to paying a young man for the whole year, so that he 

would be able to learn all that was required of him, and be available year after year. The 

Council resolved that an assistant be engaged at a salary of £60 per annum. 

 

The Otago University attained its 21
st
 anniversary in 1893; John Shand gave an address on 

the growth of the University and the work done during the past 21 years which was reported 

in full in the Otago Daily Times of 10
th

 April 1893 (page 2), giving a summary of the 

progress at Dunedin and a plea, as was ever the case, for more funds for the university. 

 

Class numbers must have been rising; in the same year, a report of the workings of the 

University Council that appeared in the Otago Daily Times of 8
th

 August (page 3) notes that: 

 

Dr Shand wrote asking that, in consequence of the increased number of students 

in the junior physics class, the room formerly used as a ladies’ cloak room be 

added to the physics laboratory. 

 

And again, in the same newspaper, on 3
rd

 October (page 4) there is: 

 

Professor Shand wrote stating that a deadlock very nearly occurred at the 

beginning of the session in the class of practical physics.  

 

The number of students who had enrolled themselves was largely in excess of the 

accommodation afforded in the physical laboratory, both as regards space and 

instruments.  

 

After the exercise of considerable pressure he was able to induce a portion of the 

class to come at an hour not set down in the time table, and quite half a dozen 

besides withdrew their names. The class was thus enabled to get work.  

 

He was in hopes that by similar arrangements he should be able to carry on for 

some time to come without having to make any large demand on the resources of 

the council.  

 

The small increase of room, however, and the few additional instruments which 

he had asked for were really very urgently required.  

 

There seeming to be no further mention of the problem, John Shand probably got his extra 

space, and equipment. 
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It was not until 1894 that John Shand was appointed to serve on the Otago University 

Council; some sixteen years after he had been asked to sit on the senate of the New Zealand 

University. The Otago Daily Times of 19
th

 1894 (page 2) carried the story: 

 

Under the terms of the act of Parliament passed a couple of years ago regulating 

the manner in which vacancies in the council of the University of Otago should be 

filled up, the election of a member in place of Mr R. L. Stanford, who recently 

resigned his seat on his acceptance of an appointment as a stipendiary magistrate 

in the North Island, devolved upon the Professorial Board, and that body met 

yesterday and resolved to appoint Dr Shand to the vacancy. 

 

John Shand was still a member of the Council in 1909, when he attended a meeting in 

October that year. 

 

An article in the Otago Daily Times of 6
th

 June 1894 (page 4) probably gives away that John 

Shand’s salary at that time was in the region of £800 per annum when it talked about the 

main items of expenditure. Importantly, Professor Shand had a life engagement with the 

university and that his salary was paid by the church property trustees, and not by the 

university. At the same time, the article pointed out that John and his family had been 

provided with houses which were in no way part of the original agreement. A decision was 

made to charge £60 to each professor by way of house rent, and that sum should be deducted 

from the salaries paid. 

 

1905 saw the publication of The Cyclopedia of New Zealand, which contained a brief 

biography of John Shand: 

 

Professor John Shand, M.A., LL.D., who was appointed to the Chair of Natural 

Philosophy at the University of Otago in 1870, was born in the parish of Elgin, 

Morayshire, Scotland, in 1834, and was educated at the Elgin Academy and at 

the University of Aberdeen, Professor Shand graduated M.A. in 1854, and the 

honorary degree LL.D. was conferred upon him in 1889. For nine years he held 

the position of mathematical master at the Ayr Academy, and subsequently held a 

similar position for three years at the Edinburgh Academy.  

 

He was appointed in Dunedin to the chair of mathematics and natural philosophy 

at the date first mentioned, and when these subjects were divided in 1886, he 

elected to retain the chair of natural philosophy.  

 

Professor Shand is a member of the New Zealand Institute, and a member of the 

Australian Association for the advancement of science.  

 

He served on the royal commission which was appointed in 1877 to inquire into 

the operations of the University of New Zealand and its relations to the secondary 

schools of the Colony, and which completed its report in 1879.  

 

He has been connected with the education board of Otago, of which he was a 

member for ten years and three times elected chairman, and for the same period 

was one of the governors of the Boys’ and Girls’ High Schools of Otago.  
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Since 1877, Professor Shand has been a member of the senate of the New 

Zealand University, and was elected a member of the council of Otago University 

representing the professors in 1895.  

 

Professor Shand came to New Zealand in 1871 by the ship Wild Deer, and landed 

at Port Chalmers. He is married and has two sons and seven daughters. 

 

Premature Announcement 
 

The Marlborough Express of 7
th

 October 1910 (page 4) reported that at least one English 

publication had announced prematurely the death of John Shand: 

 

It is not often that a man is able to read his own obituary record, but that 

experience has befallen our respected townsman Dr. Shand (says the Dunedin 

Star).  

 

On August 17th the Standard of Empire published this extraordinary cable from 

its Wellington correspondent:-  

 

‘A great loss has been suffered in New Zealand scholastic circles by the death of 

Dr. John Shand, professor of natural philosophy in the University of Otago, who 

had been accidentally burned to death. The manuscript of a Maori dictionary of 

the greatest interest and value, on which he was engaged at the time, was also 

destroyed. Dr. Shand, who was 76 years of age, came to New Zealand forty years 

ago.’  

 

The Standard of Empire has confused Dr. Shand with the late Mr Alexander 

Shand, who was burnt to death recently at the Chatham Islands. 

 

Even such an august publication as The Scotsman, published in Edinburgh, was taken 

in.  On 18
th

 August 1910 (page 4) we learn of the supposed Death of a New Zealand 

Professor: 

 

A Standard Wellington message says :-  

 

A great loss has been suffered in New Zealand scholastic circles by the death of 

Dr John Shand, Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Otago, who 

has been accidentally burned to death.  The manuscript of a Maori dictionary of 

the greatest interest and value, on which he was engaged at the time, was also 

destroyed.  Dr Shand, who was seventy-size years of age, came to New Zealand 

forty years ago. 

 

The error was compounded in the edition of 20
th

 August 1810 (page 8) which says: 

 

Dr John Shand, Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Otago, who 

has been accidentally burned to death, was 76 years of age, and was a graduate 

of Aberdeen University, graduating M.A. at King’s College in 1854.  

 

He went to New Zealand forty years ago. In 1889 his Alma Mater conferred on 

him the degree of LL.D. Dr Shand was a native of Morayshire. 
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A retraction, of course, had to be printed later. The edition of 17
th

 November 1910 (page 6) 

carried better news of Professor Shand: 

 

On the 18
th

 August The Scotsman reproduced from the Standard, a telegram from 

its Wellington correspondent stating that Professor Shand, Dunedin, had been 

burned to death as a the result of a fire in his house.  

 

Friends of Professor Shand in Edinburgh have received letters by the latest New 

Zealand mail containing the gratifying announcement that he “is alive and very 

well.” 

 

The erroneous report, the publication of which we regret, appears to have 

originated from the fact that a Mr Alexander Shand, of the Chatham Islands, had 

met with his death through burning of his house. 

 

Resignation 
 

After a long and distinguished career, most of which was spent ay Otago University, John 

Shand intimated his intention to resign his position at a University Council meeting of 15
th

 

April 1913.  

 

From that day’s Ashburton Guardian we have: 

 

The resignation of Dr Shand, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Otago 

University, was received at to-day’s meeting of the University Council. The 

resignation is to date from March 31
st
, 1914. Reference was made by several 

members to the splendid work Dr Shand had performed in the University since 

his appointment in 1870. A motion of appreciation of Dr Shand’s valuable 

services will be proposed at a subsequent meeting. Intimation of the resignation 

will be forwarded to the Otago Presbyterian Church Board of Property, with 

whom the appointment of a, new professor lies, subject to the concurrence of the 

Presbyterian Synod of Otago and Southland. 

 

His position at the university was advertised locally, among other places, in the Evening Post 

of 27
th

 August 1913 (page 2): 
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Evening Post, 27

th
 August 1913 

 

The vacant position was, of course, advertised elsewhere, even in Scotland with an entry in 

The Scotsman of 3
rd

 September 1913 (page 1). 

 

Second Honour, Companion of St. Michael and St George 
 

The New Year Honours for 1914 held a welcome surprise for John Shand. From the Colonist 

of 2
nd

 January 1914 (page 5) we learn that: 

 

Professor John Shand, of Otago University, is created a Companion of St. 

Michael and St George. 

 

This was expanded upon by the Hawera & Normanby Star of 3
rd

 January 1914 (page 4): 

 

The recognition of the work done by Professor Shand will be very pleasing to a 

large number of New Zealanders, especially, we suppose, to those who have 

passed through Otago University College, and are now filling responsible 

positions, many of them in the Dominion, many of them in different parts of he 

world.  

 

We have not time or space to-day to specially refer to the work done at the two 

older University Colleges of New Zealand - Otago and Canterbury. It many be 

said, however, that the record of these institutions is not without honor even in 

this, their own country, and it is gratifying to know that the work of such as man 

as Professor Shand, who has been a great and beneficial force in the Otago 

University, is deemed worthy of the reward which has been bestowed upon him 

on his retirement. 
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John Shand was invested with insignia of the order on 10
th

 March 1914, as reported in the 

Observer of 14
th

 March 1914 (page 4): 

 

The Governor has invested Professor John Shand, of Dunedin, with the insignia 

which pertains to a C.M.G.-ship. This distinguished philosopher and 

mathematician has been to the fore in his profession since he came to New 

Zealand in 1871. He was a member of the Royal Commission on the New Zealand 

University, whose inquiries took about three years to make, and thenceforward he 

sat among the big-browed senators of our educational top-storey. 

 

The Order of St Michael and St George, instituted in 1818, was an award originally intended 

to commemorate British protection of the Ionian Islands (in the Mediterranean) and was to be 

awarded to distinguished citizens of those islands. Later in the nineteenth century, with the 

expansion of the British Empire, the scope of the award was extended to encompass those 

who had rendered extraordinary non-military service in the Dominions and Colonies. 

 

The Death of John Shand 
 

John Shand died at 73 St David Street, Dunedin, on 30th November 1914, notice of his death 

being carried in many of the New Zealand newspapers. Among them were Ashburton 

Guardian, Evening Post, Hawera & Normanby Star, Poverty Bay Herald, Colonist, Evening 

Post, Feilding Star, Grey River Argus, Marlborough Express, Thames Star, Wairarapa Daily 

Times, Wanganui Chronicle, Etc.  

 

 
John Shand, 1834-1914 
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But it is the NZ Truth of 12
th

 December 1914 (page 4) that gives the best tribute to the man: 

 

New Zealand University circles and Dunedin in particular, will miss the familiar 

figure of Professor John Shand, M.A., LL.D., who crossed the great divide last 

week at the ripe age of 82 [sic] years.  

 

‘Old John,’ as he was familiarly known among his students, was one of the most 

unassuming of men, and his hatred of anything like personal show or self-

advertisement was shown by the fact that he resolutely refused to wear the 

regulation cap and gown when delivering his lectures.  

 

He was appointed to the Chair of Natural Philosophy in the Otago University in 

1870 and retained the position until twelve months ago, when he retired.  

 

In later years the Chairs of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy were separated, 

when Professor John elected to continue in the latter. At the same time, as a 

mathematical lecturer, he stood second to none in the Australasian colonies. Who 

of his old pupils will ever forget his lucid expositions of Algebracal, Euclidian - 

not Geometrical - and (Trigono)- metrical theories and problems?  Some 

mathematical propounders in our colleges and universities of New Zealand to-

day could well have done with a term under John.  

 

He has held many distinguished positions on educational and scientific bodies 

and in all acquitted himself with honor to the university to which he had allied 

himself. Among these were the New Zealand Institute, the Australasian 

Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Senate of the University of 

New Zealand. Peace be to his name! 

 

Among the positions John Shand held were, listed in an obituary printed in Press of 1
st
 

December 1914 (page 10): 

 

A member of the New Zealand Institute and of the Australian Association for the 

Advancement of Science. In 1877 he served on the Royal Commission to enquire 

into the operations of the University of New Zealand. He was a member of the 

Senate since 1877. He sat on the Otago Education Board from 1876 to 1896, and 

was chairman from 1882 to 1885. He served on the High School Board of 

Governors from 1878 to 1890, and then from 1898 to 1904. 

 

John Shand was interred at the Northern Cemetery, Dunedin (block 105, plot 6) on 2
nd

 

December 1914. 
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Notes on John & Annie Bell 
 

Annie Bell was a native of Ayr, she outlived her husband by 25 years, dying aged 95 at 14 

Pitt Street, Dunedin on 9
th

 May 1939. Annie Shand was interred at the Northern Cemetery, 

Dunedin (block 105, plot 6) on 11
th

 May 1939. 

 

John and Annie had at least ten children (but see also the note at end of section about their 

son, Ernest); all born in Dunedin, all died in New Zealand: 

 

  Anna Isabel Shand, 1871-1967 

  Edith Margaret Shand, 1873-1910 

  Lilian Mary Shand, 1875-1960 

  Walter Moray Shand, 1876-1934 

  Alice Evelyn Shand, 1878-1964 

  Eleanor Mabel Shand, 1878-1960 

  Ernest John Shand, 1879-1883 

  Norman McKenzie Shand, 1881-1964 

  Fanny Gertrude Shand, 1882-1977 

  Ada Elizabeth Holmes Shand, 1884-1974 

 

Anna Isabel Shand, 1871-1967 

 

Anna Isabel Shand, their first child, was born at Dunedin 13
th

 November 1871. 

 

At the time of John Shand’s death in 1914 Anna, Fanny & Ada, three of John & Annie’s 

daughters, were running a Girls’ School at Craighead, in Timaru.  

 

The original house was built in 1875 by H.J. Sealy, a Timaru surveyor. It was purchased later 

by Henry Le Cren, who named it Craighead, after the old castle in Forfarshire, Scotland, that 

was owned by his brother-in-law. 

 

On 31
st
 May 1911, when Craighead began as a private girls’ school, it had only 6 boarders 

and 11 day girls.  Eleanor was the first headmistress; it was her and her three sisters idea to 

run a girls’ school 

 

In 1926 Craighead was purchased by the Anglican Diocesan Board of Education to become a 

church school and eventually transitioned in 1981 to its present state of a state integrated 

school. 

 

(For more details of Anna’s association with the Girls’ School at Timaru see also 

Eleanor, Fanny & Ada.) 

 

Anna was living at 14 Pitt Street, Dunedin when she died on 16
th

 December 1967 aged 97 

years, she does not seem to have married or have had any children. 

 

Edith Margaret Shand, 1873-1910 

 

Their second daughter, Edith Margaret Shand, was also born at Dunedin on 25
th

 February 

1873 and died there on 25
th

 January 1910, aged 36 years, she does not seem to have married 

or have had any children. 
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Lilian Mary Shand, 1875-1960 

 

Lilian Mary Shand (known affectionately as Lily), yet another daughter, was born at Dunedin 

on 27
th

 March 1875.  

 

From around 1896 to 1903, there are many newspaper reports of Lily singing at concerts in 

Dunedin and Wellington; and, there are reports of passes in examinations under the 

jurisdiction of the Associated Board of the Royal College of Music and the Royal Academy 

of Music in 1900 and 1901.  

 

In 1902, Lily became engaged to Gilbert Winslow, a civil engineer, the youngest son of the 

late Thomas Ewing Winslow, Q.C, of Crake Hall, Wimbledon Common, Surrey, England.  

 

She travelled from New Zealand to South Africa by herself in 1904 to be married there. The 

Otago Witness of 14
th

 September 1904 (page 64) announced that: 

 

Miss Lily Shand leaves Dunedin on Sunday by the Monowai for Melbourne, 

where she joins the steamer for Durban, and will be married to Mr Winslow 

immediately on her arrival.  

 

The same newspaper of 7
th

 December 1904 (page 64) goes on to say: 

 

A cable message has been received by Dr Shand announcing that the marriage of 

his daughter Lily to Mr Winslow took place on Monday, 21st November, at 

Umtali, East Africa. Miss Lily Shand left Dunedin for Melbourne en route for 

East Africa about 10 weeks ago, and her many friends will be please to hear of 

her marriage and safe arrival at her future home. 

 

The more formal announcement of the marriage comes from the South Africa Magazine of 

31
st
 December 1904: 

 

WINSLOW-SHAND On the 21st ult., by special licence, at St. John's Church, 

Umtali, Gilbert Winslow, A.M.I.C.E., to Lilian Mary, third daughter of John 

Shand, M.A., LL.D., Professor of Natural Philosophy, Otago University, New 

Zealand. 

 

Early in 1907, Lily returned to New Zealand. George Winslow & Lily Shand are known to 

have had at least two children: 

   

  Eustace Shand Winslow, 1907-1978 

  Edith Agnes Shand Winslow, 1910-2002 

 

Lily was living at 152 Centenial Avenue, Alexandra when she died on 16
th

 March 1960, aged 

84 years. 

 

Walter Moray Shand, 1876-1934 

 

The eldest son, Walter Moray Shand, was born at Dunedin on 30
th

 August 1876. 
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Walter became a doctor, gaining his Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery diploma in July 1901, 

before going to London, where he took his M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. degrees. On his return in 

1904, he set up practice in Wellington and married Bessie Hislop on 22
nd

 March 1905. They 

had at least five children:  

 

  John Moray Shand, 1906-1952 

  Margaret Annie Shand, 1908- 

  Richard Moray Shand, 1911/12-1913 

  Michael Moray Shand, 1915-2007 

  Thomas Walter Moray Shand, 1917-1999 

 

Dr Walter Moray Shand died at 33 Vivian Street, Wellington on 23
rd

 August 1934, aged 57 

years. He was interred at the Karori Cemetery, Wellington (Section 2, Plot 178 M) on 24
th

 

August 1934. His wife, Bessie, died at Wellington on 26
th

 December 1966, aged 89 years. 

 

Alice Evelyn Shand, 1878-1964 

 

Alice Evelyn Shand was born at Dunedin on 14
th

 February 1878; a twin sister to Eleanor 

Mabel Shand.  

 

The Otago Wintess of 10
th

 April 1907 (page 59) carried an article announcing her marriage: 

 

A pretty wedding took place in Knox Church on the 3rd inst., the contracting 

parties being Miss Alice Evelyn Shand, daughter of Professor Shand of the 

University of Otago, and Archibald Vassal Hale Monro, of the Harbour Board 

office, Wellington.  

 

Archibald and Alice had at least one child: 

 

  Eleanor Hale Monro, 1908-1952 

 

and may have had another daughter, born 1915. 

 

Alice died at Wellington on 20
th

 February 1964, aged 86 years. 

 

Eleanor Mabel Shand, 1878-1960 

 

Eleanor Mabel Shand (known as Eleanor, and also as Mabel) was born at Dunedin on 14
th

 

February 1878; a twin sister to Alice Evelyn Shand.  

 

Like her younger sister, Ada Elizabeth Holmes Shand, she spent some time abroad. The 

Otago Witness of 20
th

 July 1904 (page 64) says: 

 

Miss Mabel Shand leaves this week for England by the Gothic, and purposes 

spending some time on the Continent studying languages. 

 

By August that year, Eleanor had reached Paris; from a report in the Otago Witness of 8
th

 

August (page 32) we learn that: 
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Word has been received that Miss Eleanor Mabel Shand, daughter of Professor 

Shand, has passed with credit the examination for foreign students for French at 

the Guilde Internationale and the Sorbonne (University of Paris).  

 

Miss Shand made a very successful pass, having taken third place among the 

numerous candidates in the Guilde examinations. 

 

Eleanor returned to New Zealand in November 1907. In 1911, she joined her sisters in 

opening a Girls’ School at Craighead, in Timaru; becoming the first headmistress. 

 

A review of Criaghead school printed in the Timaru Herald of 2
nd

 May 2011 gives us from 

Eleanor: 

 

How came we here? It was quite by chance and almost at a moment’s notice as 

you might say. My three sisters and I had been preparing ourselves to have a 

girls’ school somewhere and had thought that Timaru would be the ideal place, if 

only we had the money to buy a good piece of land and build there. Suddenly in 

1910 we heard that the property of Mr Le Cren in Timaru was for sale. 

 

(For more details of Eleanor’s association with the Girls’ School at Timaru see 

also Anna, Fanny & Ada.) 

 

Eleanor Mabel Shand and George Milne MacLean were married on 7
th

 January 1914, at 

Timaru and had a least one child: 

 

  Margaret Milne MacLean, 1918-2006 

 

Eleanor was living at 51 Drivers Road, Dunedin when she died on 5
th

 January 1960, aged 81 

years. 

 

Ernest John Shand, 1879-1883 

 

John and Annie’s middle son, Ernest, was born at Dunedin on 14
th

 July 1879 and died aged 

only 4 years at St David Street, Dunedin on 19
th

 December 1883. Ernest was interred at the 

Northern Cemetery, Dunedin (block 105, plot 5) on 22
nd

 December 1879.  

 

Note: The same cemetery record also shows the burial of a stillborn child in the 

same plot on 19
th

 July 1887. Although having the surname Shand, it is not known 

if this was another child of John & Annie. 

 

Norman McKenzie Shand, 1881-1964 

 

Their youngest son, Norman McKenzie Shand, was born at Dunedin in 1881. 

 

In John Shand’s obituary notice in 1914, Norman was described as a mining engineer (now 

abroad). That was possibly Australia for one of his sons, John Brodie Shand, was born there 

in 1915.  

 

Norman married Christina Brodie and they had at least three children:  
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  Alexander Brodie Shand 

  John Brodie Shand, 1915-1998 

  Walter Brodie Shand, 1925-2003 

 

Norman died at Martson in 1964, aged 83 years. 

 

Fanny Gertrude Shand, 1882-1977 

 

Fanny Gertrude Shand was born at Dunedin on 25
th

 August 1882. 

 

At the time of John Shand’s death in 1914 Anna, Fanny & Ada, three of John & Annie’s 

daughters, were running a Girls’ School at Craighead, in Timaru.  

 

A review of Craighead school printed in the Timaru Herald of 2
nd

 May 2011 gives us from 

Fanny: 

 

When father inspected the house and grounds allotted to it he decided that, with 

its sunny aspect and excellent situation, it was very suitable for a school and 

Craighead was bought for that purpose the same year. Drainage had to be 

installed, electric light and gas laid on, there were also many alterations to be 

done to the house.  

 

(For more details of Fanny’s association with the Girls’ School at Timaru see 

also Anna, Eleanor & Ada.) 

 

Fanny was living at 7 Grendon Courts when she died on 11
th

 February 1977, aged 94 years, 

she does not seem to have married or have had any children. 

 

Ada Elizabeth Holmes Shand, 1884-1974 

 

Their youngest child, Ada Elizabeth Holmes Shand (known affectionately as Lizzie) was 

born at Dunedin on 7
th

 November 1884. 

 

Like her elder sister, Eleanor Mabel Shand, Ada spent some time abroad. The Otago Witness 

of 25
th

 April 1906 (page 68) reports: 

 

Miss Lizzie Shand left by Friday’s steamer for Wellingtom, where she will spend 

a few days with her brother, Dr Walter Shand, before sailing for London.  

 

Miss Shand travels by the Gothic to London, and proceeds to the Continent, 

where she purposes studying music for two years.  

 

In addition to her passengers, the ship would have been carrying goods - most likely, wool.  

 

Ada’s journey to England was eventful; the Evening Post of 9
th

 June (page 5) contained a 

report of a fire aboard the Gothic: 

 

On Sunday last, when the Gothic was between Teneriffe and England, on the 

voyage from New Zealand, a smell of fire was noticed, and the seat of the trouble 

was discovered next day in No 4 hold, where it was found there was a serious 
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fire. A quantity of the burning cargo was jettisoned, and steam injected into the 

hold, and the fire apparently extinguished.  

 

On Wednesday, the smell of fire was renewed, and by Thursday morning the fire 

had made considerable headway. The passengers were advised to disembark at 

Plymouth. 

 

It wasn’t until 1910 that Ada returned to New Zealand; the Fielding Star of 28
th

 February 

(page 2) of that year stated: 

 

Miss E. Shand, youngest daughter of Professor Shand, of Otago University, 

leaves England for the Dominion by the Mongolia in a fortnight’s time.  

 

For the past four years she has been studying music in Germany. 

 

At the time of John Shand’s death in 1914 Anna, Fanny & Ada, three of John & Annie’s 

daughters, were running a Girls’ School at ‘Craighead’, in Timaru.  

 

(For more details of Ada’s association with the Girls’ School at Timaru see also 

Anna, Eleanor & Fanny.) 

 

Ada was living at 7 Grendon Courts, Dunedin when she died on 4
th

 September 1974, aged 89 

years, she does not seem to have married or have had any children. 
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Family Tree of John Shand & Annie Bell 
 

Here follows a summary of the known descendants of John Shand & Annie Bell: 
 

1 John Shand, Professor of Natural Philosophy 1834 Elgin - 1914 Dunedin 

 =1871, Glasgow, Scotland - Annie Bell 1843/44 - 1939 (95) Dunedin 

 (James Bell, Merchant & Annie Purdie) 

 2 Anna Isabel Shand, School Teacher 1871 Dunedin - 1967 (96) Dunedin 

 2 Edith Margaret Shand 1873 Dunedin - 1910 (36) 

 2 Lilian Mary Shand 1875 Dunedin - 1960 (84) Alexandra  

  =1904, Umtali, East Africa - Gilbert Winslow 1869/70 England - 1944 (74) Dunedin 

  3 Eustace Shand Winslow, Farmer 1907 N.Z. - 1978 (71) Roxburgh  

  3 Edith Agnes Shand Winslow, Music Teacher 1910 - 2002 (82) Clyde 

 2 Walter Moray Shand 1876 Dunedin - 1934 (57) Wellington  

  =1905, Wellington - Bessie Mabel Hislop 1876/77 - 1966 (89) Wellington  

  (T W Hislop & ……) 

  3 John Moray Shand 1906 Wellington - 1952 (46) 

  3 Margaret Annie Shand 1908 Wellington  -  

   =1934 - Frederick Brent Grotrian 1905/06 - 1968 (62) Wellington  

   (J Grotrian & ……) 

  3 Richard Moray Shand 1911/12 - 1913 (15m) Wellington  

  3 Michael Moray Shand, Farmer 1915 Wellington - 2007  

   = - Phylis Hilda …… 1913/14 - 1992 (78) 

  3 Thomas Walter Moray Shand 1917 - 1999 (82) Marton  

   =1978, Wellington - Lesley Margaret Ivory 1922 - 2001  

   (Colonel W Ivory & Mrs G P Johnston) 

 2 Alice Evelyn Shand 1878 Dunedin - 1964 (86)  

  =1907, Dunedin - Archibald Vassal Hale Monro 1868/69 - 1952 (83) 

  (Alexander Hale Munro) 

  3 Eleanor Hale Monro 1908 - 1952 (46) 

  3 {Daughter} Hale Monro 1915 -  

 2 Eleanor Mabel Shand 1878 Dunedin - 1960 (81) Dunedin  

  =1914, Timaru - George Milne Maclean, Accountant 1861/62 - 1936 (74) Dunedin 

  3 Margaret Milne MacLean, Librarian 1918 - 2006 (88) Dunedin 

   =1942, Dunedin - Neil Colquhoun Begg, Paediatrician 1915 Dunedin - 1995 (80) 

   (Charles Mackie Begg & Lillian Helen Lawrance Treadwell) 

 2 Ernest John Shand 1879 Dunedin - 1883 (4) Dunedin 

 2 Norman McKenzie Shand 1881 Dunedin - 1964 (83) Marton  

  = - Christina Brodie  -  

  3 Alexander Brodie Shand  -  

  3 John Brodie Shand 1915 Western Australia - 1998 (82) Marton  

   =(1) - Catherine Mary Gibson 1915 Marton - 1964 (48) Marton  

   (Robert Ledlie Gibson & Mary Catherine Simpson) 

   =(2) - Judith Patience Willis 1920 Marton - 2000 Marton  

  3 Walter Brodie Shand 1925 N.Z. - 2003 (77) Marton  

 2 Fanny Gertrude Shand, School Teacher 1882 Dunedin - 1977 (94) Dunedin  

 2 Ada Elizabeth Holmes Shand, School Teacher 1884 Dunedin - 1974 (89) Dunedin  
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Notes on Alexander Shand & Isabella McKenzie 
 

Alexander Shand, 1796-1876 

Father of John Shand 

 

John’s father, Alexander Shand, was a son of Alexander Shand and Elizabeth Taylor. He was 

born 7
th

 January 1796 at Greens of Muirton in the parish of Drainie, Moray. From Drainie 

Old Parish Register, we have: 

 

Alex’r Shand in Greens of Muirton had his lawful children by Elizabeth Taylor 

born 7
th

 and baptised 10
th

 January: the one named Alex'r witnesses Alex'r Russel 

Muirton, Alex'r Petrie Ballormie and Jane Sharp Muirton; the other named 

Elspet witnesses James Shand, smith and James Anderson both in Muirton and 

Elspet Russell Drainy. 

 

The family show up first in the 1841 Census for Westertown, in the parish of Elgin: 

 

 
1841 Census, Westertown, Elgin 

 

By the time of the 1851 Census, most of the family were still living at Westertown and 

Alexander was listed as a farm steward: 

 

 
1851 Census, Westertown, Elgin 

 

By 1861, though, the family had moved to Pitgaveny Street, Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 

where is Alexander is now described as a general agent and only James, their youngest son, 

of the children is living at home with his parents: 

 

 
1861 Census, Pitgaveny Street, Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 
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In 1871, the family are still living at Pitgaveny Street, and Alexander is still a general agent.  

This time, only Alexander and Isabella are listed: 

 

 
1871 Census, Pitgaveny Street, Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 

 

Alexander died on 23
rd

 September 1876, aged 80 years. His death was announced in the 

Forres Gazette of 27
th

 September 1876 (page 3): 

 

Alex. Shand, commission agent, Shand Place, Branderburgh, died suddenly on 

Sunday evening. He was in his usual health, and following his ordinary 

occupation, and nothing unusual was apprehended. He dropped down in his 

garden walk, and expired suddenly. He was 80 years of age. For many years he 

was grieve to Colonel Hay of Westertown, near Elgin, and he has been about 

twelve years in Lossiemouth. 

 

He is interred in Kinneddar Cemetery, Lossiemouth, the headstone reads: 

 

Erected by his grateful children in memory of Alexander Shand who died at 

Lossiemouth 23
rd

 Sept. 1876 aged 80 years. His son-in-law Walter Ross who died 

at sea March 1870 aged 45 years. His son James H M Shand who died at 

Glasgow August 19
th

 1873 aged 32 years, also Isabella McKenzie wife of 

Alexander Shand who died at Glasgow July 16
th

 1884 aged 84, interred here. 

 

Isabella McKenzie, 1800-1884 

Mother of John Shand 

 

John’s mother, Isabella McKenzie, was a daughter of Donald McKenzie and Jane Forsyth. 

She was born 21
st
 March 1800 at Monaughty in the parish of Alves, Moray. From Alves Old 

Parish Register, we have: 

 

Isabella daughter to Donald McKinzie & Jean Forsyth in Monnaughty was born 

March 21
st
 1800 & baptized 23

rd
. Witnesses John Adam Monnaughty & Alex’r 

Oulton in Wester Alves. 

 

On 18
th

 June 1830, Isabella McKenzie married Alexander Shand, the marriage being 

recorded in Elgin Old Parish Register: 

 

After being contracted and their matrimonial banns publicly intimated in the 

parish Church of Elgin were married at Kinloss by The Rev'd Mr Robertson. 

Alexander Shand, farm servant at Westerton, and Isabella McKenzie before a 

competent number of witnesses. 

 

Outliving her husband, Isabella thus appeared in the 1881 Census, but now living with her 

grandson, daughter and two nieces at Bay View, Lossiemouth: 
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1881 Census, Bay View, Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 

 

Isabella on 16
th

 July 1884 died at 220 Hope Street, Glasgow, aged 84 years, and was interred 

in Kinneddar Cemetery, Lossiemouth (see above).  

 

Alexander Shand, 1831/32-1902 

Brother of John Shand 

 

Alexander Shand was John’s elder brother.  From details found in census returns (see above, 

and below), we can work out he was born in 1831 or 1832, probably at Westertown, near 

Elgin. 

 

By 1858, Alexander had move to Chorlton, Lancashire where, late that year there is the birth 

of a daughter named Jemima Margaret Hay Shand.  Alexander did not marry the mother, 

Sarah Jones, until early the next year, 1859. 

 

Alexander and Sarah had at least 11 children: 

   

  Jemima Margaret Hay Shand, 1858-1937 

  Jessie Ross Shand, 1860- 

  James Alexander Shand, 1861- 

  Alexander John Shand, 1863-1868  

  Julia Shand, 1866-1893 

  Edith Alice Shand, 1868- 

  John Alexander Shand, 1870-1881 

  Sarah Annie Shand, 1871-1881 

  Charles Edward Shand, 1874-1914 

  Elizabeth Alexandra Shand, 1875-1907  

  George Shand, 1880-1888  

  Isabella Shand, 1880- 

 

By 1861, the family were living at 130 Bedford Street, Hulme, Manchester: 

 

 
1861 Census, 130 Bedford Street, Hulme, Manchester 

 

Moving on 10 years to the time of the 1871 census, the family are now living at 74 

Gawthorpe Terrace, Blackburn and Alexander is no longer a banker’s clerk, he’s now a bank 

accountant: 
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1871 Census, 74 Gawthorpe Terrace, Blackburn 

 

At the time of his father’s death in 1876, Alexander must have either been in or travelled to 

Lossiemouth.  He is witness on the death certificate; he’s described there as a Bank 

Accountant, Manchester & Liverpool District Bank, Blackburn. 

 

By 1881, the family had moved to 64 Whalley Road, Blackburn:  

 

 
1881 Census, 64 Whalley Road, Blackburn 

 

The family address in 1891 was 49 Bicknell Street, Blackburn:  

 

 
1891 Census, 49 Bicknell Street, Blackburn 

 

Alexander may have had a child in 1854 before leaving for England. The 1881 

census return for his sister, Margaret (see below) includes Hellen Shand, a 16 

year old boarder, banker’s daughter, born Miltonduff - that is, born 1854 or 1855. 

 

Sarah died, aged 63, at Blackburn, Lancashire early in 1899; Alexander died, aged 71, at 

Stockport, Cheshire late in 1902. 

 

Margaret Shand, 1836/37-1913 

Sister of John Shand 

 

Margaret Hay Shand was John’s only sister.  From details found in 1841 & 1851 census 

returns (see above), we can work out she was born in 1836 or 1837, probably at Westertown, 

near Elgin. 
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On 1
st
 February 1859, Margaret married Walter Ross, Shipmaster & Mariner (recorded in the 

parish of Drainie, Moray) and they seem to have had only one child: 

 

  George Ross, 1860- 

 

Margaret and her son show up living in the village of Lossiemouth in the 1861 census returns 

for the parish of Drainie: 

 

 
1861 Census, Village of Lossiemouth (Parish of Drainie) 

 

Walter Ross does not show in these census returns, being a shipmaster he might well have 

been away from home on enumeration day.   

 

Walter Ross died in March 1870, aged 45, drowned at sea; he was master of the ship or vessel 

Jack of Lossiemouth, captained by his brother George. The Forres Gazette of 11
th

 May 1870 

(page 3) carried the report: 

 

Considerable anxiety is felt for the safety of the ship 'Jack' 300 tons, belonging to 

Mr Ferguson, East Grange, which left the Firth of Forth six weeks ago with coals 

for Copenhagen, and has not since been heard of. The 'Jack' is only four years 

old, and the captain, Mr George Ross, and crew, belong to Findhorn. 

 

Walter Ross is commemorated by a monumental inscription in Kinneddar Cemetery, 

Lossiemouth (see above). 

 

Interestingly, in the 1871 Census returns Margaret is described as, living on interest of 

money: 

 

 
1871 Census, Port of Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 

 

And by 1881 as a, bank stock holder: 

 

 
1881 Census, Bay View, Lossiemouth (parish of Drainie) 

 

But in 1891 she’s only a milliner or dressmaker, living at 16 Muirhall Terrace, Kinnoul, 

Perthshire in the company of her nieces Julia and Edith A Shand (children of Alexander 

Shand & Sarah Jones): 
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1891 Census, 16 Muirhall Terrace, Kinnoull, Perthshire 

 

In 1901 she’s living at Burmah Street, Ormeau, Down: 

 

 
1901 Census, Burmah Street, Ormeau, Down 

 

And in 1911 at Newington Avenue, Duncairn, Antrim: 
 

 
1911 Census, Newington Avenue, Duncairn, Antrim 

 

In neither set of returns does she have an occupation listed: 

 

Margaret died, aged 74 years, on 23
rd

 May 1913 at 20 East Hermitage Place, Leith. From the 

Elgin Courant of 30
th

 May 1913 (page 1) we have: 

 

Ross. At 20 East Hermitage Place, Leith (the residence of her son) on 23rd inst., 

Margaret Hay Shand, widow of Walter Ross, Shipmaster, Lossiemouth, aged 74 

years. 

 

James Shand, 1841-1873 

Brother of John Shand 

 

James Hay Mackenzie Shand, John’s younger brother, was born at Westertown, near Elgin, 

on 5
th

 April 1841. From Elgin Old Parish Register, dated 20
th

 April 1841, we have: 

 

Alexander Shand, Grieve at Westerton, and Isabella MacKenzie, his spouse had a 

son (born 5
th

 April 1841) baptised by The Rev'd Robert Dunbar named James.  

Witnesses James Petrie and James Macdonald 

 

James shows up in the 1841 census, which was taken on 6
th

 June that year, as 2 months old 

(see above). 

 

Like his brothers Alexander & John, James was also educated in Elgin Academy; the Elgin 

Courier of 3
rd

 July 1857 (page 3) tells us, like his brother John, he was awarded the Allan 

Reward for the best Mathematical Scholar.  He was also awarded the McAndrew prize in 

Latin. 
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At the time of the 1861 census, James is still at home living with his parents at Pitgaveny 

Street, Lossiemouth where he’s listed as a student, aged 20, born in the parish of Elgin. In the 

University of Aberdeen, Roll of Graduates, 1860-1900 (page 479) he is listed as attaining his 

M.A. in 1863.  

 

By 1871, though, he’d moved to 64 Oxford Street, Tradeston (which is in the Laurieston area 

of Glasgow) where he’s described as a lodger, aged 29, clerk of the 3
rd

 class customs, born in 

the parish of Elgin.  

 

James died at Glasgow, aged 32 years, on 19
th

 August 1873 and is commemorated by a 

monumental inscription in Kinneddar Cemetery, Lossiemouth (see above).  
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Family Tree of Alexander Shand & Isabella McKenzie 
 

Here follows a summary of the known descendants of Alexander Shand & Isabella 

McKenzie: 

 
1 Alexander Shand, Grieve & Grain Agent 1796 Drainie, Moray - 1876 (80) Lossiemouth 

 =1830, Elgin - Isabella McKenzie 1802/03 Alves - 1884 (84) Glasgow 

 2 Alexander Hay Shand, Bank Accountant 1831/32 Elgin - 1902 (71) Stockport 

  =1854~, {Not Married} - {Unknown Female} -  

 3 Helen Shand 1854/55 Miltonduff -  

  = 1859, Chorlton, Lancs - Sarah Jones 1835/36 - 1899 (63) Blackburn, Lancs 

 3 Jemima Margaret Hay Shand 1858 Chorlton, Lancs - 1937 (78) Blackburn, Lancs 

  3 Jessie Ross Shand, Dressmaker 1860 Chorlton, Lancs -  

 = - {Unknown Male} -  

 4 Elizabeth Flora Shand or Ross 1884 Blackburn, Lancs -  

 4 Horace E Shand 1886/87 Blackburn -  

 4 Olive Shand or Ross 1900/01 Manchester -  

 4 Edith Shand or Ross Q4/1905 Manchester -  

 4 George Shand or Ross 1908/09 Manchester -  

 3 James Alexander Shand 1861 Chorlton, Lancs -  

 =1890, Sydney - Lilly Lockerby 1869 Sydney, NSW - 10/1934 Ashfield, NSW 

 (Andrew Lockerby & Ann Warde) 

 4 Isabel Shand 1891 Syndney, NSW -  

 =1915, Sydney, NSW - Robert Mathieson -  

 4 Myra E Shand 1895 Sydney, NSW - 1925 Marrickville, NSW 

  1924, Petersham, NSW - Thomas A Riddell -  

 4 Malcolm Gillies Shand 1899 Salford, Lancs -  

 =1940, Annandale, NSW - Nellie Marcoft -  

 4 Clarice Eugene Shand 1904 Chorlton, Lancs - 1989 

  1936, Redfern, NSW - Harold Mark Petherbridge - 1978 

 3 Alexander John Shand 1863 Chorlton, Lancs - 1868 (4) Haslingden, Lancs  

 3 Julia Shand, Dressmaker 1866 Blackburn, Lancs - 1893 (27) Blackburn, Lancs 

 =1893, Blackburn, Lancs - James Abbott 1862/63 Blackburn -  

 3 Edith Alice Shand, Dressmaker 1868 Haslingden, Lancs -  

 =1901, Blackburn, Lancs - William Charles Jennings -  

 4 Edith Alexandra Jennings 1902 Haslinden, Lancs -  

 4 Charles Albert Jennings 1905 Leigh, Lancs -  

 3 John Alexander Shand 1870 Blackburn, Lancs - 1881 (11) Blackburn, Lancs 

 3 Sarah Annie Shand 1871 Blackburn, Lancs - 1881 (10) Lossiemouth 

 3 Charles Edward Shand 1874 Blackburn, Lancs - 1914 (38) Bedwelty, Mons 

 3 Elizabeth Alexandra Shand 1875 Blackburn, Lancs - 1907 (31) Chorlton, Lancs  

 3 George Shand 1880 Blackburn, Lancs - 1888 (8) Blackburn, Lancs  

 3 Isabella Shand, Milliner 1880 Blackburn, Lancs -  

 =1904, Chorlton, Lancs - Leonard Ratcliffe 1879/80 Darwen, Lancs -  

2 John Shand - see Descendants of John & Annie Shand, above 

 2 Margaret Hay Shand 1836/37 - 1913 (74) Leith 

 =1859, Drainie - Walter Ross, Shipmaster 1824/25 - 1870 (45) Drowned at Sea 

  (George Ross, Shipmaster & Catherine Ross) 

 3 George Ross, Ironmonger 1860 Lossiemouth -  

 =1884, Lossiemouth - Helen Berry Simmie 1859/60 - 1944 (84) Forres 

 4 Walter Henry Ross 1886/87 Glasgow -  

 4 Robert Simmie Ross 1890 Glasgow - 1916 (25) 

  4 Caroline McDonald Ross 1899/00 Scotland -  

2 James Hay Mackenzie Shand, Custom Officer 1841, Elgin - 1873 (32) Glasgow 
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Link to John Shand 
 

When I look at how I’m related to John Shand, by my reckoning I’m a second cousin, five 

times removed: 
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Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A., 1868 
 

As part of his application for the position of Mathematical Master in Edinburgh Academy, 

John Shand prepared a letter and furnished some 26 references, published as Testimonials in 

Favour of John Shand, M.A 1868. and found at University of Glasgow, Special Collections. 

 

The list of referees includes the Rector of and most of the Directors of Ayr Academy, as well 

as various ministers of the church, fellow masters and academics.  

 

All praise John Shand’s qualifications and suitability for the position he was applying for.  

 

The full list of referees, with dates, found in Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A.1868 

are: 

 

James Macdonald, Esq., M.A., Rector of Ayr Academy (7
th

 March 1868). 

 

Hugh Cowan, Esq., of St. Leonards, Banker, Ayr; Treasurer and a Director of Ayr 

Academy (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

John Macneille, Esq., Provost of Ayr, and Chairman of the Directors of Ayr 

Academy (7
th

 March 1868). 

 

D. Morrison, Esq., M.A., Rector of the Glasgow Academy (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

J. F. Murdoch, Esq., W.S., Procurator-Fiscal of Ayrshire, and a Director of Ayr 

Academy (6
th

 March 1868). 

 

Henry C. Gray, Esq., Banker, Senior Magistrate of Ayr, Member of the General 

Council of Glasgow University, and a Director of Ayr Academy (7
th

 March 

1868). 

 

Andrew Paterson, Esq., of Carston, lately Provost of Ayr and Chairman of the 

Directors of Ayr Academy (6
th

 March 1868). 

 

William Jack, Esq., M.A., Fellow of St Peter’s College, Cambridge; Professor of 

Natural Philosophy in Owen’s College, Manchester; and formerly one of H. M. 

Inspectors of Schools (no date). 

 

Rev. Thomas Dykes, Minister of the First Charge in Ayr, and a Director of Ayr 

Academy (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

Rev. William Grant, Minister of the Free Church of Ayr (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

Rev. Robert M MacInnes, Minister of the United Presbyterian Church, Ayr (9
th

 

March 1868). 

 

The late Thomas Davidson, Esq., of Drumley, one of the Directors of Ayr 

Academy (27
th

 May 1867). 
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James S. Henderson, Esq., Editor of the Edinburgh Evening Courant (7
th

 March 

1868). 

 

Thomas Morrison, Esq., M.A., Rector of the Free Church Training College, 

Glasgow (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

Thomas M. Gemmell, Esq., of Knockdhu, Proprietor of the Ayr Academy (7
th

 

March 1868). 

 

Laurence Anderson, Esq., Master of the Writing and Drawing Department, Ayr 

Academy (7
th

 March 1868). 

 

Rev. Thomas Dobbie, Minister of Bellevilla Church, Stranraer (9
th

 March 1868). 

 

William Bone, Esq., Accountant, Ayr; Secretary to the Directors of Ayr Academy 

(6
th

 March 1868). 

 

David Thomson, Esq., M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge; Professor of Natural 

Philosophy in the University of Aberdeen (16
th

 September 1858, 9
th

 March 1868). 

 

Frederick Fuller, Esq., M.A., late Fellow and Tutor of St Peter’s College, 

Cambridge; Professor of Mathematics in the University of Aberdeen (9
th

 March 

1868). 

 

Archibald H Bryce, Esq., LL.D., D.C.L., and Senior Classical Moderator, Trinity 

College, Dublin; Rector of the Edinburgh Collegiate School; and formerly 

Interim Professor of Greek in the University and King’s College, Aberdeen (10
th

 

March 1868). 

 

The late G. Ferguson, Esq., LL.D., Professor of Humanity in the University and 

King’s College, Aberdeen (7
th

 April 1855, 15
th

 September 1858). 

 

The late Andrew Fyfe, Esq., M.D., Professor of Chemistry, King’s College, 

Aberdeen (2
nd

 March 1855). 

 

The late H. Scott, Esq., LL.D., Professor of Moral Philosophy and Logic, King’s 

College, Aberdeen (15
th

 March 1855). 

 

G Morrison, Esq., M.A., and ‘Simpson’ Prizeman of King’s College, Aberdeen, 

Principal of the Geelong College, Geelong (24
th

 April 1858). 

 

W. B. Kemshead, Esq., Superintendent of Military Schools, South-West District, 

England (19
th

 October 1858). 

 

The spread of dates, 1855 to 1868, show that John Shand used some of his references for 

more than one application.  

 

Those from 1855 were probably used when applying for the post in the Royal Naval and 

Military Academy, Gosport; and then again in 1858, when he applied for the position in Ayr 

Academy. 
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Sources 
 

Sources for this article can be divided into two distinct main areas - Scotland and New 

Zealand - with some additional details found in other areas. 

 

Scotland 
 

As with any article covering family history, details have been gleaned from the usual family 

history sources: 

 

Old Parish Registers for births, baptisms & marriages 

Census returns 

Civil registration for birth, marriage & death  

Monumental inscriptions 

 

References to John Shand (and others) were found in some Scottish newspapers:  

 

Aberdeen Journal 

Edinburgh Daily Review 

Edinburgh Evening Courant 

Elgin Courant & Courier 

Forres Gazette 

Glasgow Herald 

The Scotsman 

 

When applying for the position of mathematical master in Edinburgh Academy, John Shand 

submitted testimonials. These were found as Testimonials in Favour of John Shand, M.A. 

1868 at University of Glasgow, Special Collections - Shelfmark: Sp Coll Maclehose 675 - 

and thanks go to that department for permission to used details found there. 

 

John Shand pops up in Post Office Directories for Ayrshire and Edinburgh, both sets found at 

http://www.nls.uk/family-history/directories/post-office; and family references were found in 

University of Aberdeen Roll of Graduates, 1860-1900. 

 

Locally, some information was found in Moray Council’s LIBINDX facility, at 

http://libindx.moray.gov.uk - the Local Heritage Service's index to sources of information 

about people, places and subjects relating to Moray. Although LIBINDX seemed contained 

no entry for John Shand, or for Alexander Shand, his brother, entries were found for: 

 

Alexander Shand, father (NM137804) 

Isabella McKenzie, mother (NM099626) 

Margaret Hay Shand, sister (NM156396)  

Walter Ross, husband of Margaret Hay Shand (NM155167) 

James H M Shand, brother (NM169009)  

 

Details regarding John Shand’s appointment in Ayr Academy are courtesy of Ayr Archives; 

and, the discovery that John Shand joined Prestwick Golf Club in 1861 is to the credit of 

Andrew Lochead, Archivist there. 
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New Zealand 
 

For details of John Shand’s life in New Zealand, I have relied heavily on articles found at the 

National Library of New Zealand’s Papers Past website, http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz, 

which contains more than two million pages of digitised New Zealand newspapers and 

periodicals.  

 

Other New Zealand sources have been of use: the Cyclopedia of New Zealand, at 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-209224.html, has an article on John Shand; the 

Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, at http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2s17/1, 

similarly. Also, the image of the Wild Deer comes from National Library of New Zealand, 

ID: 1/2-016755-G 

 

RootsWeb gave up an article about Craighead School, ran by the Shand sisters, at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlscant/craighead_chapel.htm; as did the Timaru 

Herald at http://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/features/4950473/A-school-of-definite-ideas. 

 

John Shand’s golfing exploits come mainly from Papers Past, but also have additional details 

found on The Otago Golf Club’s website, at http://www.otagogolfclub.co.nz, and from their 

Club Calendar 2012, generously supplied by Mr Evan Robb, Secretary/Manager at the club. 

 

Beyond that, use was made of cemetery search databases, to track down the places of burial 

(or cremation) of John Shand’s extended family: 

 

Dunedin, at http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/facilities/cemeteries  

Wellington, at http://www.wellington.govt.nz/services/cemeteries  

 

John Shand papers (Hocken). The collection includes references supporting his appointment 

at the University of Otago, as the first Professor of Mathematics, which was confirmed in a 

letter of 3
rd

 September 1870 from John Hislop. Also included are papers relating to his 

appointment to a Commission relating to education, appointment as a Fellow of the New 

Zealand University in 1878, and a resolution of thanks from the University Council for his 

contribution to all levels of education, upon his retirement in October 1913. 

 

Others 
 

Alexander Shand, John’s brother, lived for some time in England, and some reference has 

been made to census returns from that county.  

 

Likewise, Margaret Hay Shand, John’s sister, seems to have been living in Ireland at the time 

of the 1911 census, and reference has been made to Irish census returns. 

 

Reference has also been made to minor items found at the National Library of Australia’s 

Trove website, http://trove.nla.gov.au/, which is that country’s equivalent to New Zealand’s 

Papers Past. 

 

Details regarding the marriage of Lily Shand, one of John & Annie’s daughters, to Gilbert 

Winslow at Umtali in 1904 were gleaned from the South Africa Magazine. 
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Notes & Queries 
 

Notes & queries, mainly tasks that might be undertaken to add more details to what’s already 

in the main part of the document. 

 

Scotland 
 

Find evidence for birth (or baptism) of John Shand.  Thought to be born 22
nd

 January 1834 at 

Westertown, Elgin, Moray. 

 

More about John Shand’s life as Mathematical Master in Ayr Academy, 1858 to 1868. – Ayr 

Archives for Ayr Academy Director’s Minutes 1849-1880, reference CO3/10/2/6 and various 

(un-indexed) local newspapers. 

 

Gather more information on Annie Bell: 

 

    Can any evidence be found for her birth/baptism;  

    Does she appear in 1851 & 1861 census returns;  

    Can anything be found out about her parents. 

 

Details from certificates & census returns for Margaret Hay Shand, James H M Shand and 

any other members of the extended family in Scotland. 

 

New Zealand 
 

Certificates & census returns for the (extended) Shand family. 

 

Details of testimonials used when applying for position at Otago University (same as when 

applying to Ayr?. 

 

Missing references to John Shand in Otago Daily Times, 1901 onwards and Otago Witness, 

1910 onwards (not yet available at Papers Past). 

 

John Shand’s papers, reference MISC MS 604 DUHO, in New Zealand; find them – possibly 

Hutton Collection? 

 

Gather more information on Annie Bell: 

 

    What can be found that might flesh out Annie’s character. 

 

Others 
 

Find edition of Standard of Empire that reported, erroneously, John Shand’s death in 1910. 

 

Certificates & census returns for Alexander Shand & Sarah Jones (and extended family). 


