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Moray & Nairn Family History Society 

NEWSLETTER 

            Edition  44  February 2023 

 

 

 

 
elcome to the latest edition of the Moray & Nairn FHS Newsletter.   
 

MNFHS Chairman’s Report 
 

I do hope that this finds you a member of the Moray & Nairn FHS well. This newsletter sees 
the Moray & Nairn FHS now 14 years old and the society continues to grow! To all thank 
you for your continued support. 
 
This year’s SAFHS Conference will be again online so no meeting up again. New 
publications for the Society are underway for Nairnshire Militia and for Burghead – so keep 
watch on our website for updates. 
 
To all take care, Stuart Farrell Chairman 
 
The next Newsletter will be published in July 2023. Will members please submit articles to 
the Editor:  newsletter@morayandnairnfhs.co.uk 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 
THE OLD DICTIONARY 

 
When I was a boy, back in the 1940s, we had in the family, a small, hard cover dictionary 

about A5 sized – “Chambers’ Etymological Dictionary of The English Language”, dated 

1903 and priced at 3/6. Inside the cover and flyleaf was stamped and hand written - James 

Munro, Burnside of Dipple.  

 
Over my time at school, I used the dictionary and it then lived on my bookshelves for years 

and years. Occasionally I mused about the name, James Munro. Many years passed and 

when I retired, I began to construct my family tree and in due course I needed to slot in 

James Munro, if he was ‘one of my Munros’ and indeed he was - one of my grandfather’s 

brothers, born at Dipple in 1889 on the west bank of the River Spey, only a couple of miles 

from Fochabers and where my great grandfather was a farm labourer. 

 
Other ancestors beckoned and I gradually filled out the tree until it had many branches and 

twigs. Eventually I came back to research my grandfather’s nine siblings and found that 

there were three brothers younger than my own grandfather but they all disappeared after 

the 1901 census. They took some time to trace but during Covid restrictions I found them, 

with a lot of help from a wonderful lady in Oregon, USA.  

W 
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On a whim I had contacted a Family History group in the town of Bend in Oregon in relation 

to a slightly more distant relation who was an interesting character himself. James Cant 

was a cousin of my grandfather and his siblings. After working in South America, he came 

to Oregon to farm sheep for another fellow Scot, eventually buying a homestead and setting 

up as a sheep farmer himself. 

 
Sandy Thomson, whom I had assumed to be male, was my wonderful lady researcher, on 

the ground, in Oregon and who provided such a lot of information on the Cant ranchers and 

then on my three grand uncles - my grandfather’s young brothers, Tommy, William and 

James. Yes, I had found James and here was information aplenty. 

 
Tommy had emigrated first in 1905 to Canada through a work passage. He had to work in 

Canada for a year before he then moved on to meet up with his cousin James Cant on his 

ranch near Dayville and to work with him for a time. Tommy eventually bought a homestead 

and set up in ranching himself. He invited his sweetheart Nellie whom he had known on 

Speyside (her family lived at Whitehillock just a short distance south of Dipple) to join him 

and she came all the way out to New York and then right across America on her own.  

 
William emigrated next in 1908 aged 22, through New York with $50 in his pocket. He was 

heading to meet up with brother Tommy in Dayville, Oregon and once there he married a 

lady called Stella who had travelled from Kentucky to set up a small school for James 

Cant’s children and a few others at Dayville. Stella was descended from Dutch ancestors 

and in 1982 she recorded almost an hour’s interview talking about her early life at the Cant 

ranch and at the ‘school’ which was an upper room in the Cant ranch-house. Sandy had 

dug out Stella’s recording for my records and also the recording made by Stella’s nephew 

Robroy Munro, another rancher – such treasure! 

 
The third brother James, who had stirred my quest by adding his name to my dictionary, 

followed the US trail in September 1909, aged 19 with only $25 in his pocket and he was 

heading to join brother William in Dayville.  

 
While still a boy, living at Dipple, James had attended Boharm school and then Inchberry 

Primary School before going on to Milne’s Institute in Fochabers in 1904. He left that school 

in 1905 because ‘his school career had ended’. He was 15 and needed to work. I would be 

sure that James had been given my dictionary, new, when he went up to Milne’s Institute.  

When James emigrated in 1909, I conjecture that his dictionary and perhaps other books 

were passed to my grandfather, Roderick Munro, for the use by his family of (at that time) 

three young boys. And indeed, inside the back cover of the book is the name Ian Munro, 

Roderick’s youngest son - my uncle Ian. James arrived at Dayville and stayed long enough 

to find his feet but perhaps there was not enough work for another ranch hand and James 

moved on to Portland, Oregon, there to work for another Scot called Peter Kerr who was a 

big wheat dealer and who had already made his mark there. Peter Kerr was also keen on 

gardens and employed a number of gardeners on his extensive estate on the west side of 

the Willamette River.  
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On 5th July 1915 James and two companions, one of them John Abron, who was also a 

gardener, were crossing the river near Elk Rock when they got into difficulties and their 

canoe capsized. James was reckoned to be an excellent swimmer but unfortunately, he 

was drowned that day. He was unmarried. 

 
My hopes of making contact with James’ descendants and handing over the old dictionary 

were dashed. It will now remain on my shelves - I still open it from time to time. With the 

extensive help of Sandy Thomson, I have added much information to my tree. I now have 

contact with descendants of William and Stella in USA and have been able to help them 

add to their knowledge of our Munros. 

Contributed by Bill Munro. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

The 1907 Lhanbryde Murder Part 1 

By Stuart Farrell 

 

There occurred on 24th September 1907 a case of murder at Lhanbryde when Joseph 

Hume, an army deserter, killed John Barclay Smith, road contractor. Hume was executed at 

Inverness Prison on the 5th March 1908, and was the last hanging at Inverness. 

 

John Barclay Smith, son of Robert Smith, Dyker and Agnes Smith nee Smith, was born on 

28th April 1859 at Craigside, Parish of Banchory-Ternan, Kincardine-shire. His parents only 

married on the 14th January 1859 in the Free Church at Banchory. Robert Smith, 21, 

Labourer, of Banchory (son of George Smith, Tailor and Mary Smith nee Grant (deceased)) 

and Agnes Smith, 20, Domestic Servant, of Craigside (daughter of John Smith, Mason and 

Agnes Smith nee Webster). Witnesses were James Smith and Robert Smith. 

In the 1861 Census his parents were at Craigside, Tilwhilly, Parish of Banchory-Ternan of 

Robert Smith, 23, Mason’s Labourer, Agnes Smith, 22, wife, John Smith, 2, Margaret Smith, 

under 1, and Mary Smith, sister of Robert Smith, 9. His father may have been working for 

his father-in-law and learned how to become a mason. By the 1871 Census the family were 

living at Beltside, Strachan, though his father was absent, of Agnes Smith, 32, head, John 

Smith, 11, Scholar, Margaret Smith, 10, Scholar, Agnes Smith, 9, Scholar, Mary Smith, 5, 

Scholar and Catherine Smith,1. By the 1881 Census he and his family were living at 

Hillhead of Auchattie, Parish of Banchory-Ternan, Kincardineshire of Robert Smith, 43, 

Mason, Agnes Smith, 42, Wife, John Smith, 21, General Labourer, Catherine Smith, 11, 

Scholar, Isabella Smith, 9, Scholar, Betsy Smith, 7, Scholar, Christina Smith, 5, Jane A. 

Smith, 2 and George Smith, under 1. By the 1891 Census John, aged 32, was possibly 

working as an Agricultural Labourer at Arnbarrow, Fourdoun, Kincardineshire. Unable to find 

him in the 1901 Census.  

Death certificate states he died of a ‘fracture of the skull, not certified’ with note that body 

saw after death by Dr James Alexander Stephen and Dr Thomas Hood Wilson Alexander, 

both of Elgin. Noted as ‘Registered on the information of R. B. Gordon, Procurator-Fiscal.’ 

Commemorated on family headstone in the Kirkyard of Banchory-Ternan, headstone reads: 



4 

 

‘Sacred to the memory of Robert Smith Mason, Crownest Banchory died Feb 9 1901, aged 

63 years. Also his children, Helen died Sept 15 1883, aged 7 months. Agnes died July 19 

1884, aged 21 years. George died Oct 11 1896, aged 16 years, Jeanie died May 2 1903, 

aged 24 years Bessie died June 1 1904, aged 29 years. John died Sept 24th 1907, aged 48 

years. Also Agnes Smith widow of the above R. Smith died August 13th 1918 aged 80 

years. “Brief life is here our portion.” 

 
The initial report of the crime was reported in The Elgin Courant and Courier of 1st October 

1907 as follows: ‘Murder At Lhanbryde. A Brutal Affair. …What was the exact day on which 

the present crime was committed is not known, but it was not until Sunday forenoon that it 

was discovered. The scene of the tragedy is in the village of Lhanbryde, some three miles 

from Elgin. The victim of the murder was John B. Smith, a contractor with the Elgin County 

Council. Smith is said to belong to Tilquhillie, near Banchory, and came to Morayshire about 

the beginning of the year. He secured a contract with Elgin County Council to supply road 

metal for roads in the Urquhart district. The contract was a fairly big one, Smith’s contract 

price being £140. Mr William Douglas, carting contractor, St Peter’s Road, Aberdeen, 

became surety for Smith, and assisted him by working along with him and supplying horses 

and carts. When Smith had finished his contract he appears to occupied his time by 

working at other odd jobs in different parts of the county. As a rule always returned at night 

or at the week-end to the lower flat or house near the Railway Station, Lhanbryde, which he 

had rented. The house is of the ordinary cottage style, with the door in the centre and a 

room on either side. On the upper flat live a Mr Macgillivray and family, and on Sunday they 

felt a strong smell coming from the lower flat. Constable Robertson was sent for, but on his 

arrival he found the door locked. On forcing an entry, a revolting sight was presented. Smith 

was lying in bed partly covered with blankets, with the front of his head almost battered to 

pulp. A mash hammer, such as is used in breaking large stones, was standing on its end 

about a yard from the foot of the bed, with the iron besmeared with blood, showing that a 

deliberate murder had been committed. A careful examination showed marks of the 

hammer on the bedstead, which seemed to indicate that some of the strokes had missed 

the victim. The room was miserably furnished, the bedstead being mainly composed of 

rough wood. The room in the other end of the house contained tolls, etc., for working on the 

roads. 

 When the murder took place is not known, but from the appearance of the body it is 

supposed to have been committed about Tuesday or Wednesday last. It is stated that for 

several days Smith had been keeping company with a man of the vagrant type. Whoever 

committed the murder must have locked the door behind him. Inside the house it looked as 

if preparations had been made for a meal, as slices of bread and other eatables were lying 

on the table. Several bottles, which had previously contained spirits, were also found in the 

room. 

Prior to coming to Morayshire, Smith resided at 43 Summerfield Terrace, Aberdeen. He was 

about 48 years of age, and was a powerfully-built man, and would in ordinary 

circumstances have been well able to defend himself. As yet no reason can be assigned for 

the crime.’ 
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In the coming days, the Police investigated without much success and arrested a couple of 

vagrant tramps believing they were responsible, but they were later released, a description 

of the wanted man was given in The Elgin Courant and Courier of 4th October 1907 of ‘The 

following circular was sent out by Mr J. B. Mair, chief constable on Elginshire, to all the 

police officers in Scotland on Sunday evening – the day the murder was discovered – 

Murder. About noon today, John Barclay Smith, contractor, Lhanbryde, who lived alone in a 

small house in Lhanbryde, was found dead in bed, and, from the result of the medical 

examination, it would appear he has been wilfully murdered, the skull being battered in by a 

heavy hammer which was found near his bed covered with blood. A neighbour was alarmed 

on account of a strong smell issuing from the house, and informed the police, who forced 

an entrance and found matters as stated. 

He was last seen alive at 7.45 a.m. on Wednesday, 25th inst., in Elgin, and stated he was 

waiting to get a drink when the public-houses were opened. He was then in company of a 

man of the following description, who, it has been ascertained, had been living with him for 

three or four days, and is believed to have been assisting Smith in breaking road metal:- 

Aged about 25 years, height about 5 feet 6 inches, proportionate build, dark hair, slight dark 

moustache, thin face, sunken eyes, sallow complexion, legs somewhat bandy below knees. 

Dress – Dark or navy blue jacket suit, dark single peaked cap, blue striped muffler, strong 

heavy boot, clothing in fair condition, was seen on one occasion wearing a red necktie or 

small muffler.’ 

 

Hume was finally arrested in Stirling and was reported in The Elgin Courant and Courier of 

25th October 1907 as follows: ‘The Lhanbryde Murder. Suspect Arrested at Stirling. Late on 

Wednesday evening Chief Constable J. B. Mair received information by telephone at that 

the Stirling Police had arrested Joseph Hume, for whom a Sheriff’s warrant had been 

granted for his arrested in connection with the murder at Lhanbryde. Ever since the murder 

was committed the police have been daily gathering information, and some time ago they 

succeeded in getting a photograph of Hume, who is strongly suspected of being connected 

with the murder. Thousands of circulars were sent to all police stations, and, as stated, 

Hume was arrested on Wednesday evening. 

Hume, it may be mentioned, is a deserter from the Highland Light Infantry. He was working 

as a labourer under the name of Joseph Middleton, but he admitted that his name was 

Joseph Hume, the man wanted by the police. He denied all knowledge of the murder. 

Yesterday he was remitted to the Elgin authorities. The Stirling police, while inquiring into 

the case on Wednesday, ascertained that a man answering the description circulated was 

working with Messrs Ronald, builders. One member of the firm at once identified the 

photograph as that of Joseph Middleton, who had been in his employment since 15th inst. 

Further inquiries elicited the fact that Middleton was putting up at Ballingham’s lodging-

house, 23 St John Street. On Wednesday night at half-past nine o’clock Sergeant Gilmour 

and Constable Greenhill apprehended the man wanted in St John Street. On being taken to 

the police office he gave the name of Joseph Middleton. The sergeant informed him that it 

was suspected his proper name was Joseph Hume, and that he had been arrested in 

connection with the murder of John Barclay Smith at Lhanbryde on or about September 25. 

The officer gave the usual caution that anything which the man might say would be used 
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against him. The prisoner then admitted that his proper name was Joseph Hume, that he 

had deserted from the Highland Light Infantry at Fort George, that he again enlisted in the 

same regiment under the name of Joseph Rutherford, and that he was the man described 

in the police information, but that he knew nothing about the murder, and that there must be 

some mistake. 

An examination of his clothing showed that he was dressed in the jacket and vest described 

in the police report, while his braces were stamped “H.L.I. 10211.” While they were 

examining his trousers he observed “They are not the same.” He then explained that he 

meant that the trousers were not the pair that he had when he deserted, he having given 

them up to his brother. He also stated that he had received the clothing from a recruit in 

Fort George whom he did not know. It appears that Hume patronised another lodging-

house before he went to Ballingham’s on Friday, 11th. On Saturday, October 12, two men 

who gave the name of Middleton got beds in the Mulbean’s lodging-house in St Mary’s 

Wynd. One of the men was afterwards identified as Joseph Hume. 

It is understood that for several years previous to entering the Army, Hume resided about 

Edinburgh, where he had been four times convicted of dishonest approbation of property, 

and where he served six months’ hard labour for fraud and theft. He deserted from Fort 

George on the 18th ultimo, and was first seen in Elgin on the afternoon of the following day. 

His father is Joseph Hume, a stone mason, and resides at Howdens’ Hall, Penicuik, near 

Edinburgh.’ 

 

Papers in the National Records of Scotland (AD15/08/153) ‘Precognition against Joseph 

Hume for the crime of murder at Lhanbryde’ indicate that he was to be case No.3 on the 4th 

February 1908 at the High Court at Aberdeen, but unfortunately the witness statements 

which normally form part of the precognition material have not survived. Papers in the 

associated Court Papers (JC 26/1908/26) include claims for travel expenses, the 

Indictment, Joseph Hume’s declaration made at Elgin and medical report. 

1908. High Court, Aberdeen, February. Indictment against Joseph Hume (Murder). 1st Diet, 

25th Jan – Inverness. 2nd Diet, 4th Feb. – Aberdeen. Joseph Hume, prisoner in the prison of 

Inverness, you are Indicted at the instance of the Right Honourable Thomas Shaw, His 

Majesty’s Advocate, and the charge against you is that, on 24th or 25th September 1907, 

within the dwelling-house in the village of Lhanbryde, in the Parish of St Andrews-

Lhanbryde, and County of Elgin, sometime occupied by the now deceased John Smith, 

contractor, you did assault the said John Smith, and did strike him on the head with a 

roadman’s mash hammer or other weapon and did fracture his skull and did murder him. 

A.M. Anderson, A.D. 

 

The Trial was reported in The Elgin Courant and Courier of 7th February 1908 as follows: 

‘Aberdeen Circuit Court. The Lhanbryde Murder. Trial of Hume. Interesting Evidence. The 

first witness was George Mackie Robertson (36), police constable at Lhanbryde, who, 

examined by the Advocate-Depute, spoke as to the discovery of the murdered man’s body 

and his examination of Smith’s cottage. He spoke as to finding Smith lying on the bed, and 

a hammer, with blood on the handle, lying on the floor. Witness proceeded to Elgin, and 

reported the matter to the Chief Constable. He returned on the same day to the deceased’s 
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house, along with Superintendent Donald Cameron, and made a closer examination of the 

body. The found, on examining the head of the deceased on that second occasion, that the 

skull had been battered in with the hammer produced. He took possession of a board from 

the head of the bed, because there was a mark on it as if caused by a hammer. 

With reference to the vest, do you remember noticing particularly the position in which the 

vest was? – Yes. It was twisted so that the left breast, containing the small pocket where a 

watch is usually kept, was lying upwards on the pillow. Witness proceeded to tell of his visit 

to Stirling with Superintendent Cameron. At Stirling Police Office, James Millar, 

pawnbroker, Edinburgh, identified the accused as the man who pawned a watch, now 

produced, in Edinburgh. That was on Thursday, October 24. Witness was also present 

when Superintendent Cameron cautioned the accused in the usual way, and then charged 

him with the murder of Smith. 

What reply did the accused make to the charge in your hearing? – He said – “I ken nae-

thing aboot it. I never saw Smith.” Did he make a further voluntary statement to you and 

Cameron, explaining his movements after the cautioning and the charge? – Yes. What did 

he say? – After leaving Stirling on October 25, he said – “If this occurred on September 25, 

I was in Edinburgh at 8 o’clock in the morning on September 25, went to a lodging house in 

Grove Street, took a bed for the night, and then knocked about the streets until about 4 

o’clock in the afternoon, when I went to my brother’s house.” He said he walked from Nairn 

to Inverness on Tuesday, 24th. He caught a train leaving Inverness about 10 o’clock at night 

for Perth. He got in below a seat in a railway carriage. Witness, in cross-examination, 

described the dimensions and arrangements of the room where the murder took place. 

Chief Constable Mair, Elgin. John Bagrie Mair, chief constable for Elginshire, spoke of the 

case being reported to him on Sunday, 29th September, and of his visit to the cottage. Did 

you form an opinion at the time, looking to the condition of the body as regards 

decomposition, how long the man had been dead? – I formed the idea that he must have 

been dead for several days. 

He left Superintendent Cameron and Constable Robertson and Dr Stephen on the 

premises, and returned to Elgin in the doctor’s motor. He afterwards returned to Smith’s 

house in the motor with Dr Alexander and a photographer. The photographer took 

photographs of the room and body before anything had been touched, and of the outside of 

the house. The two doctors made an external inspection of the body, but resolved not to 

make a post-mortem there and then. With the object of making a post-mortem examination, 

the body was removed to the mortuary at the Police Office in Elgin the same evening – 

Sunday, September 29 – and the two doctors made the post-mortem examination on 

Monday, September 30. Witness was present. Having examined Smith’s house that 

evening, witness made a more particular examination on the Monday. Mr Mair told in detail 

what he saw on examining the interior of the cottage. There was no mattress in connection 

with the wooden bedstead, but there was hay covered by a sheet. He observed that 

beneath the head of deceased the blood had soaked through the hay to the floor. He found 

the body partly undressed, lying on its back, in a restful, peaceful position, with the arms 

folded over the body. He noticed spots of blood on the roof, over where the head was lying. 

The roof was only about 7 feet 6 inches high. There were also blood stains on the partition 

opposite the head, but there were no blood stains on the board, which was taken from a 
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position in close proximity to where the head was resting. In the passage he found some 

turnips, evidently pulled about a week before, and also some portions of underclothing. The 

east room was evidently used as a lumber-room solely, and in it he found a number of 

roadmen’s tools. The whole house was in a very dirty condition. He saw no signs by way of 

broken, overturned, or disarranged furniture, indicative of a struggle having taken place. 

Accused was arrested in Stirling in October. 

Colour-Sergeant Griffith. Hugh Griffith (32), colour-sergeant, Highland Light Infantry, Fort 

George, examined by the Advocate-Depute, said accused was a soldier in his regiment at 

Fort George. What was his regimental name? – Joseph Rutherford. He belonged to 

witness’s company. He deserted on September 18, 1907, from Fort George.   

A Stonebreaker’s Story. James Stewart, 285 High Street, Elgin (65), examined by the 

Advocate-Depute, said he was a stonebreaker, and during the last half of September he 

was breaking stones at the side of the turnpike road, leading from Elgin to Nairn, not far 

from Newton Quarries. On Friday, September 20, while witness was at work, a young man 

came up to witness from the direction of Elgin, and inquired where the Newton Quarries 

were, as he was looking for work. Witness pointed out the quarries to him. Within half-an-

hour or so he returned to where witness was still at work, and said he could not get work at 

the quarries. 

Witness suggested to the man he might get employment at the sewerage works at Elgin, 

and he went towards Elgin. On the morning of Monday September 23, a man came up to 

where witness was working. He knew it was Smith, a road contractor. Smith told him he 

was breaking stones under contract for the road surveyor of Elginshire, and asked the loan 

of a mash hammer. 

Did you give him a mash hammer? – Yes. You got it back again? – Yes; on the following 

day, Tuesday, September 24. Was it Hume who returned the hammer which Smith had 

borrowed from you on the previous day? – Yes. Did Hume say where he was staying? – 

Yes, with Smith, the contractor. Did he say he would get his food and bed from Smith at 

Lhanbryde? – Yes. Witness saw Smith that same afternoon – Tuesday, September 24 – 

working at a bing of metal about 150 yards from his own. That was the last occasion on 

which he saw Smith or the young man. On Tuesday, 24th, the prisoner came and returned 

the hammer which Smith had borrowed from you, and told you that he was working with 

Smith breaking metal? – Yes. And you saw him going down in the direction of Smith’s bing, 

and thereafter you saw two men breaking metal at Smith’s bing? - Yes. You could 

recognise one of the men as Smith and the other as the prisoner? – Yes. When you went to 

Smith’s bing it was the dinner-hour, and when, on the road towards the bing, you did not 

see any of them, you went up to the bing to see if the men were sitting at the roadside, and 

what progress they were making with their work? – Yes. 

Councillor Junner, Elgin. Andrew Charles Junner (50), watchmaker, Elgin, said he 

remembered a man calling at his shop about a week prior to September 14, and leaving a 

silver watch to be cleaned. The man gave his name as John Smith, Lhanbryde. The watch 

was cleaned in witness’s shop, and Smith returned for it on Saturday, September 14, and 

paid 2s 6d for having it cleaned. Witness examined the watch, which was a pair-cased 

watch, numbered 514. After hearing of the death of Smith, the police called at witness’s 

shop some time after, inquiring about a watch, and he supplied them with particulars about 
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it. On the evening of Sunday, October 13, the police again called and showed him a pair-

cased silver verge watch. The watch had a white-metal chain attached to it. The watch and 

chain was produced, and witness recognised the watch as that which Smith handed to him 

to be cleaned, adding, “I find in the watch my private mark, indicating that I repaired the 

watch.” The watch, continued witness, had a chain of some sort attached to it, and he put 

one of his keys on to it. He could not swear that it was a white-metal chain.’ 

 

Further proceedings were reported in The Elgin Courant and Courier of 11th February 1908 

as follows: ‘The Lhanbryde Murder. Hume Sentenced To Death. The Closing Scenes. The 

second and last day’s hearing in the Lhanbryde murder case was opened at the High Court 

of Justiciary in Aberdeen on Friday morning. Great interest seems to have been shown in 

the trial, and the courtroom was crowded, a large number of ladies being present. The 

prisoner if Joseph Hume, who is charged with the murder of John Barclay Smith, a road 

contractor. The evidence for the Crown closed about midday, and the last witness for the 

defence had left the box by 3 o’clock. After an interval of five minutes, held for the purpose 

of airing the court-room, the atmosphere of which had become decidedly oppressive, 

counsel addressed the jury, and Lord Mackenzie delivered his charge, the speeches 

occupying about three hours. The jury retired, and, after an absence of an hour, returned a 

unanimous verdict of guilty against the prisoner. The Judge assumed the black cap, and 

passed sentence of death, Hume staggering perceptibly when the Judge had concluded, 

and as he was removed from the dock he waved his hand to some acquaintance in the 

audience. 

The first witness for the day was William Edwards (11), Station Road, Lhanbryde. He said 

he lived with his father. He said that on Sunday, September 22nd, he saw Smith going 

across the plank over the burn, and a young man was with him. He did not see either of the 

two men after that. He also spoke as to being in Smith’s garden on the Wednesday pulling 

peas with another lad. When they were in the garden they saw Margaret McGillivray, and 

they spoke to her. She lifted a stone to see if the key was there. It was not there, and she 

then rapped at the door, and then she looked in at the window. Miss McGillivray said that 

Smith was in. 

Mrs Mary Armstrong, examined by the Advocate-Depute, said she was a widow, and 

resided at 41 Lower Viewcraig Row, Edinburgh. She knew the accused Joseph Hume. A 

considerable time ago he had been paying attentions to her daughter for about a year. She 

remembered seeing Hume in Edinburgh on Wednesday, September 25 last, about 4 o’clock 

in the afternoon. She saw him in West Richmond Street, in the south side of Edinburgh, 

near Potter Row. Witness spoke to Hume, and she saw him again on the next day 

(Thursday) in the forenoon at 11 o’clock. He was going past the bedroom window. 

A Former Sweetheart. Miss Mary Armstrong (23), daughter of the previous witness, and 

residing at 41 Lower Craigview Row, Edinburgh, said she knew prisoner. I think he paid 

attentions to you from September, 1906, onwards? – Yes. He was a soldier in Edinburgh at 

that time. Do you remember seeing him in Edinburgh in the month of September last? – 

Yes, sir, on Thursday, 26th, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. He passed the window of the 

witness’s house and knocked at the door in passing. Her mother did not let him in. She next 

saw him on Friday, September 27, at 12 o’clock noon. She was then alone in the house. 
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She saw him on Friday, October 4, at the top of Watson’s Avenue, near her house. That 

was about 10 o’clock at night. When he saw her he took hold of her. What did he say? – He 

told me he had pledged a watch and chain, and had spent the 25s he got for it. He said he 

had pledged it a week before that. Cross-examined by Mr Moncrieff – Did he say he got the 

money from the bottle works for working? – Yes. Did he make any other explanation of 

where he got the money? – Yes; he said he had gambled for money in barracks, and won. 

He made no other explanation about his watch and chain, except that he said he bought 

them. He didn’t say where. 

James Smith (35), 7 Westfield Street, Edinburgh, examined by the Advocate-Depute, said 

he was a foreman mason with Messrs Turner & Sons, builders, Gorgie. In the month of 

September there was a man employed by his firm, named Robert Hume (brother of the 

accused). He started on September 6. On Thursday, September 26, he called at the yard 

about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and lifted his pay. When Robert called for his wages on the 

Thursday, witness noticed he had a curb chain of white metal or silver. A chain similar to 

that (producing a curd)? He did not notice him having a chain before that day. When Robert 

Hume got his money on Thursday afternoon there was another with him, whom he now 

recognised as the prisoner. 

James Millar (25), 5 Springvalley Terrace, Edinburgh, examined by the Advocate-Depute, 

said he was manager with Mr Quinn, pawnbroker, 51 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh, near 

Potter Row. He told the story of the pawning of the watch by Hume, who gave the address 

of John Middlemas, 12 Grassmarket. 

Identifying the Watch. Charles Goodwin (44), police inspector, Bathgate, deponed that on 

October 18 he received from the Elginshire police the verge watch and chain produced, for 

the purpose of showing it the witness Mrs Hume for identification. The method he adopted 

for identification was that he procured three other watches identical with the one from Elgin, 

and, placing them alongside, he showed them to Mrs Hume. She looked at them for a time, 

and then identified the watch produced as the watch her brother-in-law had shown her on 

September 25 and 26. At the times you were showing the watches to Mrs Hume, was there 

attached to the watch produced in court, the silver chain now fixed to it? – Yes. There was 

attached also the watch-key, which was of a very unusual pattern. The chain and key were 

concealed from Mrs Hume. 

Janet Laing (28), examined by the Advocate-Depute, said she was a domestic servant with 

Mrs Multern, who kept a lodging-house at 31 St Mary’s Wynd, Stirling, in October last. 

Witness helped her in working the house and looking after the lodgers. It was a common 

lodging-house for working men, who paid by the night for their beds. The men who 

occupied the house a rule brought in their own food, and did their own cooking. She 

remembered on a Friday night, towards the middle of October, two men coming to the 

lodging-house and asking her if they could give them lodgings. She told them they could get 

lodgings, and they just took one room and one bed between them. She did not remember 

the names given. On the Wednesday of the following week were you shown a photograph 

by Constable Dewar of the Stirling Police, and did you recognise the photograph as that of 

the man you now see? – Yes. On the next day she was shown in the Burgh Police Office in 

Stirling the man at the bar, and identified him as one of the lodgers. 
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Alexander William Ferguson 

 

 
 

The chap in the Nairn Dairy pic is Alexander William Ferguson (known as Willie), my PGF. 

Picture taken possibly in Fishertown, Nairn. I never met Willie (d 1934) but I have some of 

his stuff that was passed down, including photo. Don’t have a huge amount of info but I’ll 

summarise what I know here. 

  

Born Inverness 15 Oct 1889 in Denny Street, Inverness. His parents both died young (early 

40s) of TB. Pre-WW1 Willie went to Petty Morayhill (where the wood plant is now) whilst still 

at school and worked with his Uncle Adam Ferguson on the farm; his Dad died when he 

was 10, so that forces him out to the farm I guess. Mother dies 1905. Believe he was a 

ploughman at Petty; he’s also on the 1901 census at Petty. That farm had been tenanted 

Father/Son by the family from the Earl of Moray since the first half of the 19th century. Nov 

1912 he joins the Seaforths at Ft George, 2nd Battalion, and was therefore part of the BEF 

that went into France in Aug 1914. Because of the Petty farm location; the family has a link 

with Ft George. I’ve been told that Willie’s father was an honorary pipe major (still trying to 

research/confirm this). 

  

Discharged Mar 1915 from wounds 392 (xvi) King's Regulation 

Wounds Para 2 (b) and awarded Silver War Badge 316518 on 

11 March 1915. The photo of him with his brother Donnie (sorry 

for quality) may have been taken at Ft George barracks. He’s 

the one standing, with a non-Seaforth uniform; I guess simply 

he’d been given a different uniform to wear when he was sent 

back to England injured. Anyway had injury to this arm and 

shoulder, not sure if it was GSW or other. His brother Donnie 

ends up as a Sgt and dies Somme 1916 (cwgc Thiepval). His 

brother Lt Adam (Australian forces) dies Somme Peronne 1918 

(cwgc Daours ext) 
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Whilst walking past the town-house in Inverness in 1915 Willie receives a white-feather. 

Laughs and has to explain to the lady that presented him with it that he’s injured and 

honourably discharged. Despite protestations from the giver, who apologises profusely and 

wants to take it back, he refuses, and keeps it as a memento. Decides to receive the ‘War 

Badge’, I’m guessing partly for this kind of reason. Badge issued 9 Jan 1918. 

  

Married 1916 Nairn to Jessie McPherson (Jessie from Cawdor-Newlands of Broomhill) and 

works at the dairy per pic for the next several years. He’s listed as a ‘Farm Servant’ Ag-

Lab? on his marriage cert rather than dairyman, so I guess he joined the dairy between 

1916 and 1922. Lives in Simpson Street, Nairn after marriage. Marriage was at the church 

that is currently Nairn URC Church, now Congregational church. My father, also Adam 

Ferguson, was b Nairn 1922. Eventually (guessing economic reasons) Willie and his family 

ends up in Glasgow in Maryhill area, working as an electrician’s mate. Not sure of exact 

date of move to Glasgow but perhaps 1925-ish. Willie attends Stobhill hospital for TB 

treatment but eventually dies Xmas day 1934 at Stobhill. Buried Auld Petty kirk, no MI. 

  

There is a ‘wider’ story of his siblings – not sure if this is of interest or not but I’ll summarise 

it anyway – does have a happy ending of sorts. He had three brothers and two sisters. Two 

sisters and one brother headed to Australia (i.e. brother died Somme 1918 via gallipoli). 

Another brother (Tommy) eventually ends up in California via Canada. This is partly forced 

on the kids as their parents had gone, and apparently request for poor relief from their 

church in Inverness was refused. One of the ‘Australian’ sisters, Lydia, emigrates without 

husband (who is working or is on-duty during the war) from Vancouver to Sydney during 

WW1 with multiple kids. Is quarantined for several days on arrival at Nags Head, Sydney, 

due to the 1918 pandemic. All surviving siblings believe the others have died; particularly 

Willie who they just assume had gone in WW1. The exception is the two Australian sisters 

who keep in touch thru their lives. Lydia returns aged 90 in 1978 to Inverness and Petty for 

her first and last trip ‘home’. I’m living with my family at the time in Inverness but we miss 

her because none of us know each other exists ….  

 

However; all is not lost. In the past couple of years I’ve been able to track down some 2nd 

cousins in Australia via DNA and trees. I’m hoping to meet one of them in inverurie in the 

new year and we’ll have a trip thru to Nairn, Cawdor and Inverness.  Also; despite Willie’s 

niece, daughter of his brother Tommy who ended up in California believing that Willie had 

died, no-one in the family having done a family tree, or taken a DNA test, I was able to trace 

her, and I met my 1st cousin once-removed and her daughter in Los Angeles for lunch in 

Aug 2022. I managed to give her a 125 year old portrait of her Dad that I said we’d had in 

safe-keeping! 

 

Hope this helps some. I thought the Nairn dairy photo was decent quality – it seems to have 

been printed on board of some kind, which seemed odd to me. I liked the thatched roof of 

the building and the cart with the milk urns! I think Willie is possibly shielding/covering up 

his damaged arm/shoulder. I know zero on the history of Nairn Dairy, but thought that 

someone might like the pic. Contributed by Don Ferguson. 


