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Introduction 

First Edition 

In the early part of the 19th century, general elections were very different to what we know 

today. In the town of Elgin, for example, there were only 17 voters. Little wonder then that 

the greatest efforts were made to capture the votes of these people. 

This publication describes some of the events surrounding the general election called at the 

death of King George III in 1820. It follows the life of one of the bailies of Elgin, Francis 

Taylor, during the election period in March that year. 

 Elgin, December 2001 

Revised Edition 

With the 200
th

 anniversary fast approaching, the opportunity was taken to review - and update 

- the first version of this document. Not because there’s anything new to report, but some of 

the loose-ends having, in the passing years, been tied-up - in particular there now being an 

explanation as to why Alexander Innes was described as ‘neutral’ in terms of the party he 

supported in the election of 1820. 

 Elgin, April 2017 
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The Bailie’s Great Adventure 

Friday 

At twilight on the evening of Friday, 10
th

 March 1820, Bailie Joseph Collie and Robert Bain, 

Writer in Elgin, paid Bailie Francis Taylor, Merchant in Elgin, a visit at his house at the east 

end of the High Street of Elgin. They asked Collie be secretly let out by Taylor’s back garden 

door. By that way, Collie hoped to gain refuge at Grant Lodge unobserved by supporters of 

the Earl of Fife’s candidate who he thought were trying to abduct him and carry him off from 

the voting at the upcoming election. 
(1)

 

Prior to the Reform Bill of 1832, the group of burghs consisting of Banff, Cullen, Elgin, 

Inverurie and Kintore sent a joint member to Parliament. The Town Council of each burgh 

would choose a delegate to represent the community, to vote at the meeting for the election of 

a member to represent the group of burghs, held in each burgh in rotation which, at the time 

of the election of 1820, was Cullen. 

The burghs of Banff and Inverurie supported the Earl of Fife; Cullen and Kintore supported 

the Grant cause. Elgin would determine the result and was supposed to be doubtful; to secure 

the vote was the grand aim of both parties. The family of Grant, for nearly 100 years, 

possessed a paramount influence in Elgin politics, but it was one thing to command a burgh 

but another to retain the support. 

In 1819, on the visit to Elgin of Prince Leopold of Belgium, the local dignitaries were waiting 

at the town marches to confer on him the freedom of the burgh, after which Colonel Francis 

Grant of Grant invited the Provost and Town Council to dine with the Prince at Grant Lodge. 

The inhabitants of the town were to be feasted at a free banquet on the lawn there. 

However, owing to a mistake of the Town Clerk, who issued the invitations, the Deacons of 

the Incorporated Trades were overlooked. The Convener and two of these Deacons sat on the 

Town Council and all possessed great influence among the freemen of the burgh. 
(2)

 

Colonel Grant went himself personally to the Deacons and made an ample apology. He 

assured them it was entirely a mistake of the Town Clerk and he trusted they would pass it 

over. Grant asked them to partake of the entertainment provided or to go to any house or inn 

and regale themselves with the best of meat and drink at his expense. 

The Deacons answered, “No, he had looked them over before the Prince, and the King might 

come in the cadger’s way yet.” They would feast at their own expense and they adjourned to 

the Trades Hall in the High Street, sent for a cask of whisky, got uproariously drunk and 

proceeded to perambulate the streets, conducting themselves in a lawless and disorderly 

manner. 
(3)

 

Throughout the previous two years, Lord Fife made repeated visits to Elgin. The Incorporated 

Trades had frequent meetings with him in their hall and at one such gathering the 

Incorporated Trades went to Oldmills, the then local headquarters of Lord Fife, with an 

immense mob and a great number of torches where they took the horses from the Lord’s 

carriage and drew him through the streets of Elgin. 
(4)

 

Lord Fife was also in the habit of making frequent familiar visits at the houses of those 

persons belonging to the different Incorporations whom he knew to be of his party, treating 
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their wives and daughters with a variety of confections and other sweetmeats which he 

carried with him. 
(5)

 

In his marching through the streets, and in order to command the attention of the more 

outrageous females, Lord Fife was provided with bits of paper in the shape of Soldiers 

Billets, orders to the shop of a supporter of his cause, to give the bearer some article of 

female dress of more or less value as they showed their zeal in his favour. He was furnished 

with rings, lockets, breastpins and other trinkets, which he gave away. Each time he was 

always attended with one or more orderlies, to point out fit persons to receive the same, and 

the greatest precaution was used to ensure none but those professing hostility to Colonel 

Grant and his friends should get any of these paltry baubles. 

After the death of King George III and the dissolution of Parliament, Lord Fife applied to the 

members of the Town Council of Elgin for their votes on behalf of his brother General 

Alexander Duff, whom he wished to be elected to represent the District of Burghs to which 

Elgin belonged. 
(6)

 

Lord Fife, having learned the opinions of the different members of the Town Council, was in 

the practice of parading the public streets, making repeated calls on those members 

favourable to his interest and on those whom he expected to gain over. At all times he was 

accompanied by large mobs of men, women and children, shouting and making a great noise. 

In order to secure the attendance of this mob, Lord Fife would of throw handfuls of money 

amongst them. 

When they came to the shops or dwelling houses of those who were supposed to be 

unfavourable to his views they were hissed at and insulted and, although the mobs were 

headed by Lord Fife, he was never seen or heard to use any effort to stop their outrages.  

 

Caledonian Mercury, 18 March 1820 
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On one of these parading days Lord Fife assembled all the Trades in their hall. They 

proceeded from that place through the town attended by all the Deacons of the Incorporations 

and an immense mob. The general cry of the mob when not employed in hissing Colonel 

Grant’s supporters or cheering those of Lord Fife was “Lord Fife for ever!” and “May the diel 

pick out the Grant's liver!” This state of tumult and outrage continued for some time.  

On the evening of Friday, 10
th

 March the mob became extremely outrageous, parading the 

town with a considerable number of torches fixed to long poles, accompanied by drums and 

other noisy instruments. In passing the shops and dwelling houses of those in Colonel Grant's 

interest they showed the same spirit of insult and outrage by hissing and breaking windows; 

several house and shop windows were broken that night. 
(7)

 

Saturday & Sunday 

About 8 o’clock next morning, Saturday, Taylor opened the back door to his garden. He was 

expecting Collie to return from Grant Lodge by that route. Walking in the passage to the 

north of his garden towards Grant Lodge, Taylor saw two men start up from behind a dyke. 

He thought they had been watching there. 

Instantly, he turned, but after walking only a few paces he saw three or four more men 

coming running to meet him. Turning again, he went into the field to the north of the passage 

where George Winchester, servant of Lord Seafield, was ploughing. 
(8)

 

Taylor asked Winchester to go in by to some nearby corn stacks in order to ascertain whether 

any people were there. Winchester went to the stacks, came back and told the bailie he had 

seen two men. The bailie left the servant and continued northwards across the field till he 

came to the footpath leading along the River Lossie. He followed this path westward till he 

came to the high road between Elgin and Bishopmill. 
(9)

 

Walking towards Elgin, the bailie came up to some masons who were building a dyke at the 

roadside; he conversed a few minutes with these men. Leaving the workmen, he walked on in 

the direction of Elgin, when he was met and surrounded by a mob he claimed numbered more 

than a hundred people. Taylor asked them what they wanted of him, somebody answered they 

meant to take him out of the way, although it was not him they wished for, they were 

determined to have at least one Grant councillor. 

The bailie then said it would be of no use to take him, the precept had been served on him 

and he was then on his way home to make the town officers call a meeting of the council. 

Some person of the mob answered the Provost, Sir Archibald Dunbar, had returned and Sir 

Archibald could call the council. Taylor replied the Provost might call the council but it 

would not be legal as the precept had been served on him. 

James Farquhar, Carrier or Hirer in Elgin, then took hold of Taylor by the arm and turned 

him toward Bishopmill. Shaking himself clear of Farquhar's hold, Taylor said he might walk 

along with him. Farquhar, but would not be laid hold of as a common criminal. 
(10)

 The Bailie 

saw it was useless to make any resistance.  

The mob all went on to Bishopmill with their captive in the middle of them, where Taylor 

was then taken to a public house occupied by a woman of the name of Mary Gill or Bain. He 

was taken upstairs to a room guarded by several men, Farquhar and James Grant, Shoemaker 
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in Elgin among them. The unfortunate and unintended victim was held there for about a 

quarter of an hour, until a chaise came from Elgin. 

James Grant, Crofter at Wester Elchies and George Findlay, Farmer at Heathfield of Wester 

Elchies arrived and said they wished to speak with Taylor. Findlay saw William Cattanach, 

Saddler in Elgin, when he was going up the woman’s stair. He asked Cattanach the meaning 

of what was going on; Cattanach answered they wanted to steal the bailie from the election. 

At first, Grant and Findlay were refused admission, but afterwards allowed entry. Grant asked 

Taylor’s keepers to allow the bailie to go to the head of the stair to speak to Findlay and 

himself. The keepers refused but agreed to leave the room for a few minutes; the men left the 

room but watched on the stair. James Grant gave Taylor a letter containing money from 

George Stewart, Merchant at Curgyle of Elchies. Taylor opened, read and returned the letter 

to Grant desiring him to give it to John Ross, his Clerk, requesting him to tell Ross to do the 

best he could till he returned. The bailie then told Grant he was here a prisoner and the men 

had laid hold of him and carried him off. Grant was very sorry for him, Taylor was in “great 

trouble & much casten down” and he was in dirty clothes, in great dishabile and had a very 

long beard. 
(11)

 

Taylor's son, Francis Taylor, had joined his father on the road to Bishopmill. Taylor now 

asked his son be allowed to go home and tell Mrs Taylor he was being taken away but he did 

not believe they would hurt him. The child was allowed to do so, but only in the company of 

John McKain, Carrier in Elgin. 
(12)

 

John Ross, Shopman to Taylor, arrived at Bishopmill and saw the bailie come out of the 

woman Bain’s house. Ross got up to Taylor, shook him by the hand, and requested Taylor 

might be allowed to go out over a little to speak to him. James Rhind, Bookseller in Elgin, 

exclaimed he should not be allowed to speak to the bailie, but the bailie and Ross went out a 

few yards onto the road opposite the woman Bain’s door and spoke. To prevent his escaping, 

Farquhar was holding the bailie by the tails of his coat. When John Ross asked Taylor if he 

was willing to go away, the bailie said he was not but he saw any resistance would be useless. 

Ross then said, “By God then you shall not go,” or words to that effect. The crowd laughed 

contemptuously and the bailie was, “All shaking and very much agitated.” 
(13)

 

With a man holding him by each arm and one at his back by way of forcing him against his 

will, Taylor was put into the chaise.  

Alexander Christie, Butcher in Elgin and James Grant, Shoemaker in Elgin went into the 

chaise with him one of them on each side of Taylor. Young Francis Taylor, unwilling to part 

from his father, was put into the chaise by his own accord. When the chaise left Bishopmill, 

William Brander was mounted on the back as guard and about half a dozen men were running 

alongside. 
(14)

 

The chaise stopped when well into the wood between Bishopmill and Duffus where the men 

on the outside discussed what they should do. Might they take the bailie into the wood and 

keep him hidden there till it got dark in case the carriage was discovered and followed? They 

proceeded on however, through the wood to the village of New Duffus, stopping there at the 

house of William McKimmie and Elizabeth Russell, the mother of James Farquhar. (15) The 

bailie did not know to which house he was being taken. 
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At New Duffus, Taylor expressed a wish to go and breakfast with his acquaintance James 

Adam but his captors would not permit this. The bailie then asked them if they would allow 

him to send for Adam to breakfast with him. This they did and young Francis Taylor went for 

Adam and brought him. 

The group had been some time at New Duffus when a servant of Lord Seafield’s was seen in 

the village. Someone said this was for a rescue of Taylor, putting his hand to his breast, 

James Grant exclaimed, “Rather than allow Taylor to be taken from him he would suffer a 

pair of balls to be put through him.” Hearing Grant make use of these words had a wonderful 

effect on Taylor’s mind and made him very much afraid! 

While at McKimmie’s house, 

the bailie expressed a wish to 

go to the door and make water. 

Farquhar told him he would not 

allow him to go directing him to 

go into a closet. Taylor insisted 

on going out and did so, to the 

end of the house but Farquhar 

went with him, again holding 

him by the tails of his coat. 

Taylor thought they were about 

an hour at New Duffus before 

he was then put into the chaise 

and driven to Hopeman. Apart 

from young Francis, James 

Grant was the only person in 

the carriage with Taylor on 

their journey from Duffus to 

Hopeman. At Hopeman they 

were taken to the house of a 

man of the name of McKimmie, 

son of William McKimmie, 

New Duffus; they stopped there 

for a considerable time. 

At Hopeman, Taylor inquired 

of the men the meaning of 

stopping so long there. Grant 

and Farquhar, who were 

present, said they had sent a 

messenger by the name of 

Robert Mitchell, Weaver or 

labourer in Elgin, to Burghead 

to see the coast was clear there. 

The bailie understood they 

wanted to see there was no 

person there that would rescue 
Extract from the Precognition 
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him and take him from them. Grant and Farquhar also said at this time, in order to prevent a 

rescue of Taylor, people had been sent to raise all Lord Fife’s tenants in the county. 

Taylor asked his captors what they meant to do with him at Burghead. They said they had 

first intended to take him to Rosevalley, the residence of Alexander Sutherland but this 

person was Sir Archibald Dunbar’s Factor and they did not consider Taylor would be safe 

there. They had therefore resolved to put the bailie into a boat at Burghead and it was their 

intention now to transport him to Sutherland. 

Alexander Russell, Merchant in Elgin, came to Hopeman from Burghead where he had seen 

Councillor Robert Dick, an Elgin Merchant and Town Councillor, put to sea and set sail with 

a fair wind. 
(16)

 Russell remained at Hopeman some time with Taylor and he went on with 

them to Burghead. Taylor recollected seeing John Reid, Farmer in Loanhead of Kintrea and 

one of Lord Fife’s tenants that day at Burghead. 
(17)

 

At Burghead, Taylor was taken to the house of William Henderson, Innkeeper there. They 

went into the house and, soon after, dinner was brought. This must have been ordered by one 

of the men because Taylor claimed he ordered or paid for nothing, nor was he asked to do so. 

The men told Taylor they would take dinner while the boat that was to transport them was 

getting ready. The whole or most of the men sat down at the table at which Taylor dined. 

During the dinner Russell sent out messages to see when the boat would be ready and, after 

dinner, a messenger came into the room saying the boat was now almost ready. The men then 

asked Taylor to choose what men he would like to go along with him in the boat. The bailie 

was satisfied any resistance now was useless and no other choice was left to him. He said 

Brander, Christie and Russell would be more acceptable than the others. A few minutes after 

this they all went out.  

Accompanied by an enormous crowd they proceeded to the back shore at Burghead. Great 

numbers of people were there, with great difficulty, launching a boat that had lain for months 

on the beach. In doing so they made a hole in the side of it and she went to sea in this state, 

which occasioned her to leak considerably and dangerously during the voyage, so much so it 

required great exertion to keep her dry. 
(18)

 

Taylor was carried into the boat on some person’s back. Along with him were his son 

Francis, Alexander Christie, William Brander and the boat crew of six or seven men. Taylor 

did not know any of the seamen by name except one man of the name of Dick but it was 

established later James McDonald, Seaman in Burghead, was another member of the crew. 

They put to sea without covering except an old coat and a part of old carpet some person had 

thrown into the boat when they were leaving Burghead. 

When the boat set sail, three cheers of “Lord Fife for ever!” were given from the immense 

crowd on the shore. This was returned by all in the boat, excepting the bailie and his son, who 

sat silent. 

They proceeded so far with a favourable wind but when it became quite dark it began to blow 

a hurricane. This drove them to a lee shore on the coast of Sutherland and they did not at this 

time know at what particular part of the coast they were opposite. The crew discussed 

whether they would run the boat ashore or row off to a short distance and cast anchor. They 

adopted the latter expedient, supposing the coast was rocky. 
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After lying some time at anchor, the hurricane increased and broke the cable. The sailors 

exclaimed, “For God's sake, to the oars and keep the boat off the shore!” This they did, 

rowing till daylight when they found themselves about two miles from Brora. The storm was 

then so great they could not make the harbour of Brora so they were obliged to run the boat 

ashore. At this time the surf was terrible, the bailie was carried ashore on a seaman’s back. 

While at sea the bailie and the rest had the greatest fear of being drowned every instant. After 

landing Christie talking of the perilous voyage, observed, “What, if the whole had perished 

but himself, would he have said to Mrs Taylor on his return home.” 

They repaired to Brora where they were ushered into the house of Alexander Christie's father-

in-law, James Scott, Vintner there. This was between 6 and 7 o’clock in the morning of 

Sunday, 12
th

 March and they remained at Brora from that time till Monday after breakfast. 

Monday & Tuesday 

On Monday morning, Taylor expressed a desire to see the coal works at Brora. Walking with 

his son and James Scott, Christie and Brander following a little behind them, the bailie 

requested to know from Scott whether he thought he could make his escape. Scott said he 

could step out of the house and get a horse. Taylor said that would do very well but unless his 

captors were secured it would not have the effect. Here, Christie and Brander then came up 

and interrupted the conversation. 

After breakfast on Monday, Alexander Russell came to Scott’s house. He brought the bailie 

his best hat from Elgin and at the same time mentioned he had brought a bundle of clothes for 

him, these being left with Mr Craig, Farmer in Sutherland. Craig was a nephew of William 

Young Esq., Maryhill. 
(19)

 

In the course of Monday the whole party then walked to Golspie and, arriving about 12 

o’clock, they went to the house of Mr Duncan, Innkeeper there. Alexander Russell then 

pressed Taylor to take a few notes he then had in his hand. Russell observed it looked curious 

to see the men paying for everything for him and a gentleman should have no money. Taylor 

refused saying he would have nothing to do with their money. 
(20)

 

The bailie had formerly known Duncan’s wife a little and on reaching the house he 

mentioned he was there a prisoner. Mrs Duncan appeared much surprised, she always 

understood Taylor to be a man of character and could not understand what he could be a 

prisoner for. The bailie explained he was a political prisoner and it was Lord Fife’s party who 

had carried him there. 

They dined at Duncan’s house and were taking a glass of punch after dinner when Patrick 

Sellar of Westfield came into the room. Sellar was married to a niece of William Young of 

Maryhill. He pressed Taylor very much to go and visit him at his house. Taylor explained the 

circumstances and the reason for his being there. He said to Sellar he meant to prosecute 

Christie and Brander for false imprisonment and carrying him away in the manner they had 

done. Sellar said to Taylor he had a good right to do so and if he did prosecute them he would 

get them banished for what they had done. Christie then said he “Would suffer banishment 

for Lord Fife any day.” 

The bailie mentioned he had an acquaintance, Elizabeth Keith or Sutherland, in the town. He 

wished very much to go and drink tea there. Taylor and his son went to Mrs Sutherland’s 
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leaving Brander, Russell, Christie and Sellar in the inn. The bailie explained to Mrs 

Sutherland and her father-in-law, who was also present, the meaning of his being there. They 

expressed the same astonishment as Mrs Duncan. On coming out of Mrs Sutherland’s, Taylor 

saw Christie and Brander emerge from of a shop directly opposite Mrs Sutherland’s house. 
(21)

 

That night, Monday, the mail coach from Caithness came up, into which the bailie, his son, 

Christie and Brander went. Russell had gone on ahead but was picked up on the road. They 

went on to Dingwall where they breakfasted about 9 o’clock next day, Tuesday. 

On Taylor’s arrival at Dingwall, a person delivered him a letter without saying a word. 

Opening it, the bailie found it contained the precept that had been served upon him for the 

purposes of the election. 

After breakfast they proceeded on to Inverness in the mail coach, where they arrived before 2 

o’clock. Soon after arriving at Inverness William Fraser Tytler, Sheriff-Depute and Thomas 

Gilzean, Sheriff-Substitute of Inverness-shire, waited on Taylor at Cant’s Inn. Coming into 

the room where they were, Tytler asked if there was a Mr Taylor from Elgin there. Taylor 

stood up and said he was the man. Tytler said to Taylor he understood the bailie was a 

prisoner and under restraint. Taylor said he had hitherto been so since he was carried away 

but he now understood from his keepers he was at liberty. The bailie asked the men with him 

if he was to be at liberty now. They said, “Certainly he was.” 

Donald Smith, Collector of Customs at Inverness, a friend and old acquaintance of Taylor, 

called upon him at Cant's Inn. Smith said to the men this was a very extraordinary business 

on their part and they would all be banished for carrying away Taylor. 

Alexander Jack, Candlemaker in Inverness had invited the bailie and his son to drink tea and 

spend the evening. This they did, and Bailie Lewis Grant of Inverness joined the party at 

supper. Taylor here explained the restraint and imprisonment he had been under and he 

mentioned he considered all proceedings at Elgin had been by that time over. 

There was an understanding amongst some of the Town Councillors of Elgin the meeting for 

choosing a delegate was to take place on the Tuesday and the bailie had made up his mind to 

vote for Sir Archibald Dunbar as delegate from Elgin. It was Taylor’s fixed determination to 

give orders on the Saturday past for calling a meeting in terms of the precept and had he not 

been carried away he would have done so. This impression was fixed on Taylor’s mind and 

made him less anxious to receive the protection of the Sheriff than he would have otherwise 

been. Taylor believed the conviction in the men’s minds was the meeting was to be held that 

day and it was all over by the time they had reached Inverness. 
(22)

 

When Taylor and his son returned to the inn, they saw Brander there, Russell and Christie 

had gone eastward with the mail coach that night. Taylor called on the chambermaid and 

asked to know where they were to sleep. She said they were to sleep in a double-bedded room 

and Brander was also to sleep there. This Taylor absolutely refused; he said he and his son 

should have a room themselves. 
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Wednesday 

Early Wednesday morning Taylor, his son and Brander left Inverness inside the ‘Duke of 

Gordon’ Coach. When they arrived at Campbelltown, Brander went into the inn while the 

horses were changing. Coming out of the inn, Brander pressed Taylor to go in, saying there 

was a gentleman there who wanted very much to speak to him. The bailie went into the inn 

and to his great surprise he found the gentleman who wanted to see him was Deacon James 

Cattanach, Cartwright in Elgin. Cattanach and Brander pressed Taylor very much to remain 

at Campbelltown during the day. Elgin was in such an uproar and confusion, mobs were 

stationed at the west end of Elgin and the Bridge of Sheriffmill and it would be impossible 

for the bailie to get into the town. The bailie absolutely refused, saying he would not stop 

unless they detained him there by force. His seat in the coach was taken to Forres, he would 

at any rate go that length. 
(23)

 

Brander, Taylor and young Francis went from Campbelltown to Nairn in the coach. Taylor 

understood Cattanach rode to Nairn on horseback. On arriving at Nairn they found Alexander 

Anderson, Squarewright in Elgin, there with a post chaise. Cattanach and Anderson had come 

from Elgin to Nairn together in the post chaise and Cattanach had gone the length of 

Campbelltown in order to try stopping the bailie there. When the bailie alighted out of the 

coach at Nairn, Brander, Cattanach and Anderson surrounded him and pressed him 

exceedingly hard to stop at Nairn during that day. The post chaise they had brought would be 

quite at his service and he could afterwards go home in it when he pleased. Taylor again 

absolutely refused; he repeated unless he was kept there by force he was determined to go on 

to Forres. 
(24)

 

The bailie breakfasted at Nairn before he, his son and Brander proceeded on to Forres in the 

‘Duke of Gordon’ Coach, Cattanach having been on the top. All the way from Nairn to Forres 

the bailie saw the post chaise running before and he understood Anderson was then in the 

post chaise. 

On arrival at Loudon’s Inn 
(25)

 at Forres, when Taylor came out of the coach he found himself 

surrounded by a great number of people. Amongst these he observed a considerable number 

of Elgin people whose faces were quite familiar to him, although he did now know their 

names. The bailie did, however, observe, Alexander Russell, Merchant in Elgin. 

Taylor observed another man from Elgin among the mob, he knows him to be a wright, 

although he does not know his name. This man was “pouring down of sweat” and, from his 

appearance, Taylor was confident in assuming he must have run very hard all the way from 

Elgin and just arrived at that time. 

Brander, Cattanach, Anderson and Russell pressed the bailie very hard to remain at Forres 

during the remainder of that day. Taylor absolutely refused, saying he was determined to go 

on. Cattanach took hold of Taylor by the arm. If he would consent to go in with the Fife 

councillors, which were then sitting at McKenzie’s Inn at Elgin, 
(26)

 they would allow the 

bailie to proceed. Taylor refused and rather than consent to change allegiance, he would 

remain where he was. 
(27)

 

That morning, John Grant, Surgeon in Forres, saw Taylor in the ‘Duke of Gordon’ Coach as 

it was passing through the street of Forres on its way to Loudon’s Inn where the coach 

changed horses. Grant knew the bailie and had heard of his being carried off from Elgin. He 

ran down to the inn to speak with him but before he reached there Taylor had gone into the 
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Travellers’ Room. On attempting to go in, Grant found two or three men at the back of the 

door, which however was not bolted. Grant pushed the door back a little and said he wanted 

to speak to Taylor. After some delay the door was opened.  

Grant asked Taylor in whisper (at a side near one of the windows) whether he was still under 

restraint. The bailie said he still considered himself under restraint. Grant then spoke aloud to 

three or four men who were in the room with him and said, “What, do you prevent Taylor 

from returning home?” They answered, “No, he was quite free to go home when he pleased.” 

Taylor informed Grant the men had said to him he might go from Forres towards Elgin if he 

liked but if he did so, some of 

Lord Fife’s party would 

intercept him and detain him by 

the way until the election was 

over. On which account, Taylor 

said he would rather remain in 

Forres where he had 

acquaintances. 

Bailie William Mitchell went to 

Loudon’s Inn to offer Taylor 

relief. Mitchell found the bailie 

in the Low Room with two or 

three men and Grant. Mitchell 

shook hands with Taylor and 

asked, “Was the prisoner come 

back?” or words to that effect. 

The bailie made some answer 

and said he wanted to speak 

with him. They went upstairs to 

another room. Taylor 

complained of being fatigued 

and was to remain at Forres for 

the day. Mitchell said if Taylor 

applied he would set him at 

liberty or make him free of the 

men. The bailie said the men 

would not allow him to go to 

Elgin; and, if he attempted to, a 

party would intercept him and 

keep him back till the evening. 

Mitchell thought Taylor had a 

long beard and needed dressing. 

Taylor told Mitchell he had the 

precept upon him, he was afraid the men might take it from him and he therefore wished 

Mitchell to take the precept, to keep it for him till he would be leaving the town. When 

Mitchell and Taylor came down the stairs they saw the men in the lobby or about the doors. 
(28)

 

Soon after, Taylor and Grant came out of Loudon’s Inn followed by three or four men. They 

called on John Muterer, Merchant in Forres at his own shop and almost immediately 

Extract from the Precognition 
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thereafter accompanied him to his house. Brander, Cattanach and Anderson followed them 

through Mr Muterer’s garden to his house. Grant took his leave, leaving Taylor to get dressed 

in Mr Muterer’s house. There the bailie had occasion to go to the littlehouse, Muterer saw the 

men go and watch at the door until Taylor came out. 
(29)

 

When dressed, Taylor found old George Cumming in Muterer’s house. Leaving there, 

Cumming and Taylor took a long walk; they went in the direction of Burdsyards, still 

followed by the three men. In the course of their walk, they called at Mr Grant of Thornhill 

and at Mrs Cockburn’s, both in the vicinity of Forres. 

About 3 o’clock they returned to Cumming's house in Forres. Soon after, Taylor and his son 

dined with Mr Cumming and his family. The three men who still followed also went to 

Cumming's house where they were shown to a room by themselves and given something to 

eat. 

Before dinner was over Taylor was very much surprised and not a little affected by the 

appearance of his wife, Mrs Taylor and her sister, Miss Booth. When Mrs Taylor came into 

the room she was so overpowered in embracing her husband she could not utter a word but 

burst into tears.  

Mitchell, Grant and Muterer had been invited to dinner tea that evening in the house of 

George Cumming. Mitchell said to Taylor, in a jocular manner, it had been currently reported 

at Forres he had allowed himself to be taken away by his own son. In other words, as much as 

to say he had been stolen with his own consent. At this, Taylor seemed displeased and 

observed no person speaking the truth could say that. He considered himself now the prisoner 

of the men and he mentioned his own son had taken a list of those who carried him off. 

That evening, Taylor received a note from his friend Patrick Duff, junior. He understood Duff 

had been kind enough to accompany Mrs Taylor and Miss Booth west to Forres that day. 

Taylor showed the note to either Cumming or Muterer and some conversation ensued about 

the arrangement proposed. 

Brander, Cattanach and Anderson were still in the house, in that room of George Cumming’s 

house the door of which was immediately opposite to the door of the room in which the party 

was drinking tea. If the door of the men’s room were open, no person could go out of the 

other room without being observed by them. 

Cumming or Muterer then went to the other room to ascertain whether the men would agree 

to allow Taylor to return to Elgin with his family in the way proposed by Duff. In a little 

time, the messenger returned with an answer from the men they would not consent to this 

arrangement, Taylor must go in the mail coach with them to Elgin. 
(30)

 

Taylor remained at Cumming’s house that evening till the mail coach came up, before 

leaving Forres the bailie called on Mitchell for the precept, which was given to him. The 

bailie proceeded to Elgin in the mail coach; Alexander Russell and John Grant were in the 

coach with him. Mrs Taylor, Miss Booth and Francis Taylor, junior, went to Elgin in a 

carriage. Duff rode to Elgin on Grant’s horse. Brander, Cattanach and Anderson went to 

Elgin on the outside of the mail coach. 

When the coach arrived at McKenzie’s Inn, Cattanach came off and took Taylor by the arm. 

He pressed him very much to go into the inn. He said they, meaning the Fife councillors, 
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were sitting there. This Taylor indignantly refused. He walked down the street to his own 

house. Taylor returned to his own house on Wednesday, 15
th

 March between the hours of 8 

and 9 in the evening. 
(31)

 

Aftermath 

Sometime after this, Brander and Russell called on Taylor at his shop. They had heard a 

report Taylor was going to prosecute them for carrying him away and requested of him not to 

do so. The bailie said so far as he was concerned he would not prosecute them. He gave them 

his hand he would not but at the same time observed he could not answer for what the 

Procurator Fiscal might do. 

James Grant, Shoemaker in Elgin; James Farquhar, Carrier or Hirer in Elgin; Alexander 

Christie, Butcher in Elgin; and William Brander, Squarewright in Elgin were all indicted. 

Early in April 1820 they were charged with ‘STELLIONATE and REAL INJURY, more 

particularly the invasion of 

the person, and masterful 

seizing and carrying or 

transporting, or causing to 

be carried or transported, 

from one part of the 

kingdom to another, any of 

the lieges, forcibly and 

against his will, without 

lawful authority, and the 

detaining any of the lieges 

in captivity, or in any 

place, forcibly and against 

his will, without lawful 

authority, and the illegally 

hindering and obstructing 

any of the lieges in 

proceeding from one part 

of the kingdom to another, 

or putting any of them 

under restraint, in the 

exercise of his personal 

freedom, without lawful 

authority, especially when 

committed against any 

magistrate or councillor of 

a royal burgh, for the 

purpose of defeating the 

freedom of election of any 

delegate from any of the 

royal burghs, who, by the 

constitution of the realm, 

choose the representatives The Indictment 
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of burghs to Parliament, or for the purpose of otherwise influencing the election of a member 

of Parliament’. The trial date being set for a Circuit Court of Justiciary to be held at Inverness 

in September. 

Taylor was cited as a witness. He received at least one threatening letter but the contents are 

unknown. 

The Inverness Courier of Thursday, 21
st
 September 1820 reported as follows, “Bail was 

offered for Mr Grant and his companions from Elgin, accused of STELLIONATE and REAL 

INJURY, and they and some other were liberated in course of the day. It is rather remarkable 

that the attested duplicates of the list of Assize, sent to some of the Counties, bore the 

signature of three of the Judges, although the principal list was subscribed by two of their 

Lordships. This may account for the objection not having been discovered, till the documents 

in the Clerk's hands were critically examined, as is usual by the Counsel for the panels on the 

evening before the trial.” 

With this flaw in the indictment, an objection was raised and sustained and the prosecution 

broke down. On their return to Elgin, a great procession went out to meet the accused parties, 

where the supporters of the Fife cause feasted them. 

 

──────────────────── 
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Council 

Members 

The Town Council of Elgin consisted of 17 men: 

    Provost 

    4 Bailies 

    Dean of Guild 

    Treasurer 

    7 Merchant Councillors 

    Convener of the Incorporated Trades 

    2 Trades’ Councillors 

and, at the time of the 1820 election, was made up as follows: 

    Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield, Provost ................................................ Grant 

    Francis Taylor, Bailie.................................................................................... Grant 

    Robert Joss, Bailie ........................................................................................ Grant 

    Alexander Innes, Bailie .......................................................... Fife, but Neutral 
(32)

 

    Joseph Collie, Bailie ..................................................................................... Grant 

    William Gauldie, Dean of Guild ................................................................... Grant 

    John Russel, Treasurer .................................................................................. Grant 

    Peter Nicholson, Merchant Councillor ........................................................... Fife 

    Robert Dick, Merchant Councillor .............................................. Grant, then Fife 

    James Murray, Merchant Councillor .............................................................. Fife 

    Charles Fowler, Merchant Councillor............................................................. Fife 

    Lewis Anderson, Merchant Councillor ........................................................... Fife 

    Colonel Francis William Grant MP, Merchant Councillor ........................... Grant 

    Peter Brown, Merchant Councillor ............................................................... Grant 

    Alexander Dick, Convener.............................................................................. Fife 

    James Culbard, Trades Councillor .................................................................. Fife 

    Alexander McIver, Trades Councillor ............................................................ Fife 

Voting 

Had all Councillors been able to attend a properly constituted meeting of the Town Council, 

the vote would have been 9 - 8 in favour of the ‘Grant’ party; the Council, therefore, would 

have cast Elgin’s vote in favour of Archibald Farquharson of Finzean, and the election at 

Cullen would have been ‘won’ 3 - 2 in favour of that candidate. 

Alexander Innes, although a supporter of the ‘Fife’ cause was neutral, and could not vote. 
(32)

 

Colonel Grant was absent, possibly somewhere in Italy, so was unable to attend to vote. 

If a legitimate meeting had been called and a valid vote taken place, the result would still 

have been in favour of the nomination by the Earl of Seafield, at 8 - 7 in Farquharson’s 

favour. 

To gain a result in favour of General Alexander Duff, the Earl of Fife’s brother and his 

nomination that party had to either to persuade one ‘Grant’ supporter to switch their 

allegiance or talk two ‘Grant’ supporters into not voting at the meeting. 
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They seemed not to be able to do the former so, in the period leading up to the meeting, two 

Councillors who, at that time, would have voted in favour of the Earl of Seafield’s candidate, 

were spirited away from Elgin: Robert Dick, and Francis Taylor. 

Meetings 

A number of meetings of the Town Council of Elgin were held during the period 11
th

 to 30
th

 

March, all of which were probably improperly constituted. 

11
th

 March 1820, 12 to 1 o'clock 

The Fife councillors called at the dwelling house of the Provost, Sir Archibald Dunbar. They 

required him, as Provost, to call a meeting of the Town Council for 2 o'clock that day. The 

meeting held for the purpose of appointing a day for the election of the delegate. 

They declared if Sir Archibald failed to call such meeting, they themselves could call the 

meeting and proceed with the business ordered by the precept. 

Sir Archibald stated he was not possessed of the precept and no legal meeting could be held 

without it and he did decline to call the meeting. The precept had not been served upon him. 

He had been away from home at that time and the duty of calling the meeting fell upon the 

magistrate upon whom the precept had been served. That magistrate had, that morning, been 

forcibly carried off and thereby prevented from calling the meeting. 

The Fife councillors claimed Sir Archibald knew the precept had been served upon Francis 

Taylor on Thursday last. Further, he knew it had been immediately endorsed by Taylor and 

transmitted to the Town Clerk. It was the duty of Sir Archibald as Provost to call the meeting, 

regardless of whether there had been an alleged abduction. 

11
th

 March 1820, 2 to 3 o'clock 

The Fife councillors intimated to the constituent members a meeting of the Town Council 

was to be held at 4 o'clock within the ordinary council room of Elgin for the purpose of 

appointing a day for the election of the delegate. They required the attendance of each 

member of the council, certifying if they failed their absence would be considered wilful and 

designed in order to prevent the business of the meeting. The Fife councillors intended to 

proceed with the meeting in terms of the command contained in the precept. 

James Dick, Deacon of the Incorporation of Blacksmiths of Elgin in the company of James 

Cattanach, Cartwright, and Hugh Rose delivered copies of this requisition. For Colonel 

Francis Grant of Grant, he left a copy with a servant at Grant Lodge. For Sir Archibald 

Dunbar, he left a copy with his housekeeper within his dwelling house. He personally gave a 

copy to Alexander Innes. For John Russel, he left a copy in his shop. For Robert Dick, he left 

a copy at his shop with his daughter. For Joseph Collie, he left a copy with his housekeeper 

within his dwelling house. For William Gauldie, he left a copy with his shopkeeper within his 

shop. For Robert Joss, he left a copy with his housekeeper within his dwelling house. For 

Francis Taylor, he left a copy with his shopkeeper within his shop. 

Alexander Falconer, Deacon of the Incorporation of Weavers of Elgin in the company of 

Alexander Simpson, Shoemaker in Elgin, and William Miller, Tailor, delivered a copy of this 

requisition to the wife of Peter Brown within his dwelling house at Linkwood. 
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11
th

 March 1820, 2 to 3 o'clock 

The Fife councillors called at the writing chamber of Patrick Duff, senior, and requested he, 

as Town Clerk of Elgin, attend the meeting called for 4 'clock and to act as Clerk there. They 

also required Duff produce the precept which was deposited with him as Town Clerk and he 

also produce to the meeting the council book or record, that the minutes of the meeting might 

be engrossed therein. 

Patrick Duff, senior, answered he had been in his office all the forenoon ready to discharge 

his official duty when legally required but was never desired to do so by the proper person. 

The precept was served on Francis Taylor on Thursday, 9
th

 March at 12 o'clock. As Taylor 

was forcibly taken away that morning at 8 o'clock and thereby prevented from giving 

directions to convene the council in legal time, any meeting at 4 o'clock that afternoon must 

be illegal. 

11
th

 March 1820, at 4 o'clock 

A meeting of the Town Council was held on 11
th

 March. The councillors present recorded 

they had requested the Provost, Sir Archibald Dunbar, to call a meeting at 2 o'clock but he 

had refused for very unsatisfactory reasons. They then noted they had intimated to every 

other member of the council their intention to meet at 4 o'clock and requested Patrick Duff, 

senior, attend in his official capacity of Town Clerk. 

Only the Fife councillors attended this meeting, Patrick Duff, senior, did not attend and was 

replaced as Town Clerk by Alexander Brown, Writer in Elgin. 

This meeting of the council appointed Wednesday, 15
th

 March at 12 o'clock for the purpose 

of electing a delegate and appointed intimation to be made to the absent members of council, 

which was done 13
th

 March. 

13
th

 March 1820, 12 to 1 o'clock 

Intimation was prepared to notify all members of council not present at the meeting of 11
th

 

March that another meeting had been fixed for Wednesday, 15
th

 March at 12 o'clock, within 

the ordinary council room of Elgin, for the election of the delegate. 

James Dick, Deacon of the Incorporation of Blacksmiths of Elgin, in the company of James 

Cattanach, Cartwright in Elgin, and Hugh Rose delivered copies of this intimation. For 

Colonel Francis Grant of Grant, he left a copy with a servant at Grant Lodge. For Sir 

Archibald Dunbar, he left a copy with his housekeeper within his dwelling house. He 

personally gave a copy to Alexander Innes. For Robert Dick, he left a copy at his shop with 

his daughter. For Joseph Collie, he left a copy with his housekeeper within his dwelling 

house. For William Gauldie, he left a copy with his shopkeeper within his shop. For John 

Russel, he left a copy in his shop. For Robert Joss, he left a copy with his housekeeper within 

his dwelling house. For Francis Taylor, he left a copy with his shopkeeper within his shop. 

Alexander Falconer, Deacon of the Incorporation of Weavers of Elgin, in the company of 

Thomas Ross, Mason in Bishopmill, and James Grant, Shoemaker in Elgin delivered a copy 

of this intimation to one of his servants, for Peter Brown at Linkwood. 
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14
th

 March 1820, 12 to 1 o'clock 

Alexander Brown, Notary Public, in the company of James Brown and James Collie 

delivered further copies of the intimation. He personally gave a copy to Alexander Innes. For 

Archibald Dunbar, Robert Joss and Joseph Collie he left a copy with their servants within 

their dwelling houses. For Francis Taylor, William Gauldie, John Russel and Robert Dick, he 

left a copy at their shops with their shopkeepers. For Peter Brown, he left a copy with his 

servant maid at Linkwood. For Colonel Francis Grant of Grant, he left a copy with a servant 

at Grant Lodge. 

15
th

 March 1820, 9 to 10 o'clock 

Alexander Brown, Notary Public, in the company of James Brown and James Cantlie, both 

Writers in Elgin, accompanied Peter Nicholson and Charles Fowler on a visit to the writing 

chamber of Patrick Duff, senior, principal and acting Town Clerk of Elgin and Patrick Duff, 

junior, assistant to his father. 

Nicholson and Fowler, and therefore the Fife councillors, desired the Town Clerks to attend 

in the ordinary council room at 12 o'clock and to do their duty as Town Clerks and to bring 

with the precept lodged with Patrick Duff, senior, on Thursday, 9th March. They required 

them to also to bring with them the common seal of the burgh and the council book or record. 

Duff replied since no authority had been produced from the other Fife councillors, this protest 

applied only to those who personally appeared. He considered himself duty bound to attend 

any legal meeting of the Town Council but did not consider himself bound to attend the 

proposed meeting called by Nicholson and Murray, which he thought to be illegal. Neither 

Patrick Duff, senior, nor Patrick Duff, junior, was possessed of the precept. 

15
th

 March 1820, 12 to 1 o'clock 

A meeting of the Town Council was held within the ordinary council room of Elgin on 15
th

 

March, only the Fife councillors attended. Peter Nicholson stated a meeting of the Town 

Council on 11
th

 March had set this day and time to elect the delegate. That intimation had 

been given in writing to all the other members of council on 13
th

 March and those other 

members of council have wilfully refused and neglected to attend. He further stated Patrick 

Duff, senior, and Patrick Duff, junior, had been asked to attend and to bring with them the 

common seal of the burgh and the council book or record. 

The council present caused publicly call the members of the Town Council as well as the 

Town Clerks, three several times at the door of the council room and at the head of the stair 

leading thereto, but none of them appeared. At this point Nicholson claimed the members of 

council now present should be at liberty to proceed and make the election of a delegate in the 

same manner as if the other members had attended. The members of council then present 

resolved so do to and made choice of Nicholson as chair. 

The council then declared the conduct of the Town Clerks to be the grossest malversation in 

office that can be imagined, disfranchising the burgh of its most valuable elective franchise. 

The council then deprived the Duffs of their office of Town Clerks, dismissing them 

therefrom in all time coming.  
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The council considering it is necessary then to fill up the office of Town Clerk, and being 

satisfied of the abilities and qualifications of Alexander Brown Writer in Elgin, nominated 

and elected and appointed him to be Town Clerk until the annual election of magistrates and 

council at Michaelmas. They then the Patrick Duffs to deliver up to Brown the common seal 

of the burgh with the records of the council and whole other records belonging to the burgh in 

their custody. 

Thereafter the council proceeded in the business of electing the delegate. It was unanimously 

resolved Major A F Tayler of Monaughty, residing at Rothiemay, would be the delegate. The 

council the directed the council Clerk to make out and deliver to Major Tayler a proper 

commission of delegation in the usual form and to affix the common seal of the burgh 

thereto. However, should the old seal be illegally kept by the other Town Clerks the council 

authorized Brown to get a new seal made as soon as possible and hereby declare the same to 

be the only seal of this burgh and affix the same to the commission. They further appoint the 

old seal, at present kept by the Duffs to be destroyed and broke as soon as the same shall be 

delivered up. In the meantime they prohibited all and every person from using the old seal in 

any matter regarding the burgh. 

23
rd

 March 1820 

A meeting of the Town Council may have been held on 23
rd

 March, only the Grant 

councillors attended. At this meeting, Francis Taylor stated he had been served with the 

precept at 12 o'clock on Thursday, 9
th

 March. It was his intention then to summons the 

council to appoint a peremptory day for the election of a delegate before 12 o'clock on 

Saturday, 11
th

 March but he had been prevented from so doing. On the morning of that day, a 

little before 8 o'clock, while taking a morning walk he had been forcibly seized and carried 

off by a tumultuous mob. Taken then by force to Burghead, he was put into a boat and 

conveyed across the Moray Firth to the county of Sutherland, from where he was only 

brought back in custody of some of the parties who had carried him off on the night of 

Wednesday, 15
th

 March. 

Robert Dick, another of the councillors, was also on the morning of the 11th, shortly after 7 

o'clock in like manner forcibly seized and carried over to the County of Sutherland, from 

whence he was only allowed to return on Thursday, 16
th

 March. 

At this meeting, mention was made of a meeting called by some members of council in the 

afternoon of Saturday, 11
th

 March to appoint a peremptory day for election of the delegate. 

These same councillors met on Wednesday, 15
th

 March and elected Major A F Tayler of 

Monaughty as delegate. The Town Clerk had been ordered to attend these meetings and also 

to authenticate with his subscription and with common seal of the burgh a commission in 

favour of Major Tayler. This Patrick Duff, senior, refused to do. Having read and seen the 

precept, endorsed by Tayler, the council convened then approved of the conduct of their 

Clerk in refusing to attend these meetings and to authenticate that commission. 

The meeting then appointed the Provost, Sir Archibald Dunbar, to attend at Cullen and there 

protest in the name of the magistrates and Town Council against the vote of Major Tayler and 

to represent himself as the delegate from Elgin. The members of council present declared had 

they not been prevented from meeting to choose a delegate, they would all have voted for Sir 

Archibald as delegate. 
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At Cullen, various protests were raised against the validity of this meeting. The meeting was 

described only as “a meeting of Councillors of the Burgh of Elgin” and not a meeting of the 

Town Council. The Clerk was supposed to have furnished Sir Archibald with an extract of 

the minutes as authority for attending there, but no such extract had been produced. No 

indication had been given as to the name of the Clerk or whether any Clerk attended the 

meeting. It was not clear whether intimation of this meeting had been given to the other 

members of Town Council of Elgin. Also, no record had been made of where the meeting had 

been held. A claim was made the meeting took place at Grant Lodge, which is beyond the 

royalty of the burgh, and behind locked doors. 

25
th

 March 1820 

A meeting of the Town Council took place at 11 o'clock on 25
th

 March. Again only the Grant 

councillors seem to have attended although notice had been given to all members in the 

county. 

At this meeting, Francis Taylor stated he had been served with the precept at 12 o'clock on 

Thursday, 9
th

 March. It was his intention then to summons the council to appoint a 

peremptory day for the election of a delegate before 12 o'clock on Saturday, 11
th

 March but 

he had been prevented from so doing by being forcibly seized and carried off. 

Taylor then presented to the meeting the precept served on him by the Sheriff-Substitute 

which having been read the members present fixed Tuesday, 28
th

 March at 12 o'clock as the 

time for choosing a delegate. This was intimated to the members present. Intimations 

appointed to be given to those absent. 

28
th

 March 1820, 11 to 1 o'clock 

On behalf of the Fife councillors, who now included Robert Dick, James Ivory, Advocate in 

Edinburgh, went to the gate of Grant Lodge, in the immediate vicinity of Elgin. He 

understood Sir Archibald Dunbar, Francis Taylor, Robert Joss, William Gauldie, John Russel, 

Joseph Collie and Peter Brown were all present there. Ivory demanded access to the presence 

of Sir Archibald and the other persons above named, but was told by one of the servants at 

the gate he was ordered to refuse all persons admittance.  

The Advocate then requested Sir Archibald should be informed; he did, in the name of certain 

members of the Town Council of Elgin, desire to see him in his capacity of Chief Magistrate 

of the burgh. Another servant carried this message into Grant Lodge and the procurator 

received for answer the Provost was engaged.  

He then requested the servant to inform Francis Taylor he desired also to see him in his 

official capacity and generally demanded free access to all the members of council who might 

then be at Grant Lodge. This message having been taken in, Major Charles Lennox Cumming 

of Roseisle appeared and requested to know what James Ivory of the gentlemen he wished to 

see. Major Cumming stated he was willing to carry in any message the Advocate might have 

in writing. Any answer would be returned also in writing.  

Ivory then declared he had come to Grant Lodge for the purpose of protesting against Sir 

Archibald and other in consequence of their wilfully and illegally absenting themselves from 

the meeting of council that day. He had certain schedules of protest to deliver and certain 
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verbal statements to make to them, all which could most properly be done in their personal 

presence.  

Major Cumming then ordered the gate to be opened and Ivory followed Major Cumming to 

Grant Lodge where, after waiting at the door for some time, admittance was given. Ivory was 

shown into a room; in that room were Sir Archibald Dunbar, Francis Taylor and Peter Brown. 

Ivory then addressed these gentlemen, charging them they were present at a meeting of 

council held on the previous Saturday when there was presented by Francis Taylor the 

precept served upon him. At this same meeting it was fixed that this day at 12 o'clock be 

appointed for choosing the delegate and this was intimated to those members of council 

present and intimation appointed to be given to those absent. 

It was then stated the Fife councillors believed the election of the delegate to most probably 

have been legally accomplished at the meeting of council held on the 15th to which all 

members of council had been duly summoned. However, in conformity with the appointment 

and directions contained in the extract of the minutes for the meeting held on the 25th, the 

Fife councillors declared they would attend again this day. If the Grant councillors now chose 

to wilfully absent themselves from the meeting, such conduct is so doing must be dealt with a 

most flagrant conspiracy to defraud the burgh of Elgin of its just and lawful elective 

franchise. 

Ivory declared the Fife councillors, by then convened in council, were waiting the presence of 

these gentlemen and the other Grant councillors. They would so wait until 6 o'clock when 

they would proceed to the business of the meeting  

Leaving Grant Lodge, Ivory then went to the dwelling houses of each of Robert Joss, William 

Gauldie, John Russell and Joseph Collie. Not finding any of them present, he left schedules in 

similar terms to the above with the servants of the gentlemen named. 

28th March 1820, at 12 o'clock 

James Cattanach, Cartwright in Elgin, represented to the Town Clerks a meeting of the Town 

Council took place on Saturday, 25
th

 March and both had attended in their official capacity. 

Cattanach required the Town Clerks to attend a meeting of council this day. To do their 

official duty as Clerks’ thereat, and to bring with them and to produce the precept delivered 

to and left with them along with the record kept for the minutes of the Town Council and the 

common seal of the burgh.  

Patrick Duff, senior, declared he was ready to attend any meeting of the council to which he 

had been called by the magistrate on whom the precept had been served or by a quorum of 

the Town Council. That having received no such application, he declined attending. 

The protestors replied the minutes of the meeting of council held on the 25th, where the Chief 

Magistrate of the burgh on whom the precept was served was present, showed the meeting of 

this day was called by authority of that Chief Magistrate. It was therefore the duty of the 

Town Clerks to attend, even according to the view they took of the matter. 

28
th

 March 1820, 12 to 6 o'clock 

A meeting of the Town Council was held within the ordinary council room of Elgin on 11
th

 

March, only the Fife councillors attended. None of the other members of council, nor either 
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of the Town Clerks having appeared, the members present resolved to proceed in the business 

of the meeting, and they commenced by approving Alexander Brown, Writer in Elgin as 

temporary Town Clerk.  

Minutes were produced and read from a meeting of the Town Council convened by Francis 

Taylor and held on Saturday, 25th March. Notwithstanding that Major A F Tayler may 

already have been elected as the delegate. This meeting set 28
th

 March at 12 o'clock for the 

purpose of proceeding to the appointment of the delegate. 

Although the councillors now present conceived the business of electing the delegate had 

been legally accomplished at the meeting of 15
th

 March, these councillors resolved to attend 

and vote at this meeting though under reservation always of the previous proceedings. 

Peter Nicholson, for the members of council present, declared he had expected the meeting of 

this day would have been regularly convened and intimated to them and the other members of 

council who had attended the meeting of 25
th

 March would attend. At 11 o'clock that day, no 

intimation had been made to any of the members of council. It was suspected the Grant 

councillors intended to absent themselves since they would now be outnumbered and 

outvoted since Robert Dick had now changed allegiance to support the cause of Lord Fife's 

supporters. 

Those councillors present declared they had done everything in their power to ensure the 

attendance of the other members of council, but without effect. The meeting had now 

therefore no alternative but to proceed with the election of the delegate. A declaration was 

made nothing now to be done should in the least to invalidate, affect or infringe upon the 

validity of the election of Major A F Tayler as the delegate formerly made on the 15th. 

The roll was then called for the choice of the delegate for the burgh, in terms of the precept 

produced to the meeting of council on the 25th. The whole members of council present voted 

for Major Tayler, and they directed Alexander Brown, their interim Clerk, to make out a 

commission in due form accordingly and affix the seal of the burgh thereto. 

30
th

 March 1820, 9 to 12 o'clock 

James Brown, Writer in Elgin, attended the writing chambers of the Town Clerks and 

declared, at the meeting of council on the 28
th

 March, Major A F Tayler of Monaughty was 

due chosen to be the delegate for the burgh of Elgin. 

He now directed the Town Clerks either to make out a commission in due form and affix the 

seal of the burgh thereto or to deliver over the seal and precept to Alexander Brown as 

interim Clerk by 12 o'clock that day. 

Patrick Duff, junior, answered his father was in possession of the seal and burgh records and 

absent from the town. He further stated the precept was not in his possession. He also 

considered it would be presumption in him and his father to make out a commission by 

directions of a meeting in whose proceedings they did not participate, nor at which the was 

the precept read or produced. 
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30th March 1820, 12 to 1 o'clock 

James Brown, Writer in Elgin, again attended the writing chambers of the Town Clerks and 

repeated his request made earlier in the day for the Town Clerks to make out a commission in 

favour of Major Tayler. 

Having now failed so to do, he required the Town Clerks, in obedience to the directions 

contained in the minutes of council, to deliver over the seal of the burgh with the precept to 

Alexander Brown, interim Clerk. 

To this, Patrick Duff, junior, replied he never had the precept or the common seal of the 

burgh and his father, Patrick Duff, senior, was still from home. 

Summary 

Elgin sent two representatives to the meeting of the Burghs at Cullen; Sir Archibald Dunbar, 

to represent the Grant cause; and, Major A F Tayler of Monaughty, for the Fife party. 

Neither nominated person was accepted at the meeting; Elgin, therefore, had no vote in the 

election. The votes being tied two-two, Cullen had the casting vote and Archibald 

Farquharson of Finzean, representing the Grant party was elected Member of Parliament for 

the Elgin Burghs. 

 

──────────────────── 
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Notes 

(1)
 In the beginning of the week in which Taylor was carried off, Bailie Peter Nicholson sent 

for Joseph Collie, Merchant in Elgin. He wanted Collie to go and speak to him at his house, 

or to drink tea there. 

Nicholson told Collie another Town Councillor would either go off or be off before the 

election of a delegate. He urged Collie to go over to the Fife party, or consent to be carried 

off. 

On the Wednesday before Taylor was carried off, Nicholson sent a message to Collie 

requesting he meet him on the Crofts at the south side of Elgin to speak with him late in the 

evening, after it got quite dark. Collie suspecting Nicholson wanted to ensnare him and to put 

him in the way of being carried off, refused to go and meet Bailie Nicholson at the Crofts but 

consented to go and speak with him at his own house. 

In consequence of another message, Collie that evening went to Nicholson’s house. On his 

going into the parlour, Mrs Nicholson retired leaving the two Town Councillors alone. 

Nicholson pressed Collie very hard either to go over to the Fife party or be carried off. Collie 

was asked whether he would prefer being carried off from his own shop or his own house. 

Nicholson said a carriage would wait him at McKenzie’s Inn. 

Wanting to stave off the business, Collie said he would consider it and give Nicholson an 

answer in two days. At the same time, Collie observed the business might occasion a 

prosecution. Nicholson replied Collie could put the prosecution into the hands of Alexander 

Brown, Writer in Elgin. Brown was then Lord Fife’s political agent and Nicholson said he, 

Brown, would trifle with it and put it off. 

At this time, Collie had no earthly intention of going away but to carry on the farce with 

Nicholson, Collie said supposing he were away he would like to know what was going on in 

Elgin in his absence. Nicholson said he would write Collie but Collie observed his address 

would be seen at the Post Office. Nicholson then said he would address him by a false name 

and put a particular mark in the back of the letter.  

They then parted and at the end of two days, in the forenoon of Friday, Nicholson sent a note 

written in pencil to Collie inquiring if he had yet made up his mind. Collie replied no, an 

ambiguous answer meaning either he had not made up his mind or he refused to go away. 

Joseph Collie was then a single man and no person lived with him but Susan 

Errach, an old woman, his Housekeeper. This woman was in the habit of going to 

Nicholson’s shop to buy goods.  

That week, when she went to his shop Nicholson accosted her about her master. 

Nicholson told Errach the salvation of Elgin depended on the bailie. Susan Errach 

said she hoped Collie was in no danger, Nicholson replied that depended on the 

bailie himself. 

This woman carried several messages betwixt Nicholson and Collie. In particular, 

she carried a message from Nicholson requesting Collie to meet him at the Crofts 

near Elgin at a late hour. 
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On the Friday night, Joseph Collie saw several groups of men about his own shop he 

believed, in order to carry him off. In consequence he went to Grant Lodge for refuge. While 

at Grant Lodge, Collie received a message not to move or go home, Robert Dick, one of the 

Grant councillors, had been stolen. 

(2)
 At this time there were six Incorporated Trades of Elgin: Hammersmiths, Glovers, Tailors, 

Shoemakers, Weavers and Squarewrights and at the time of the political struggle, the 

convener of the Incorporated Trades was Alexander Dick of the Tailors. Each trade had its 

own Deacon: Deacon of the Incorporation of Hammersmiths was James Dick; of the Glovers, 

James Culbard; of the Tailors, Robert Dick; of the Shoemakers, Alexander McIver; of the 

Weavers, Alexander Falconer; and of the Squarewrights, James Cattanach. 

Patrick Duff, Writer in Elgin and Town Clerk was also Clerk to some of the Incorporated 

Trades of Elgin. At this time, he was Clerk to the Hammersmiths, Glovers, Weavers and 

Squarewrights. He had been Clerk to the Tailors from 1782 to 1819. It is not known if he was 

also Clerk to the Shoemakers. Probably as direct consequence of his particular involvement 

in the political warfare in the interests of the Grant party, he lost some of these positions. 

On 20
th

 March he was dismissed as Clerk to the Hammersmiths to be replaced by Alexander 

Brown. On the 6
th

 June 1820 he was likewise dismissed as Clerk to the Glovers also to be 

replaced by Alexander Brown. James Thomson had replaced Duff as Clerk to the Tailors in 

1819. No information is at hand about the Shoemakers. On 1
st
 April 1820 the Weavers 

resolved Duff be no longer Clerk and they appointed James Thomson in his place. Later in 

the year, Alexander Brown replaced Duff as Clerk to the Squarewrights. 

(3)
 A slight somewhat similar in character a short time before resulted in the loss of the burgh 

of Inverurie to the Kintore interest. 

(4)
 The Earl was admitted to at least two of the Incorporated Trades. On the 3

rd
 April 1818 the 

Shoemakers created the Earl of Fife as a member of their craft. On the 30
th

 May 1818, he was 

admitted a member of the Squarewrights. 

(5)
 On 7

th
 February, King George IV was proclaimed at the Market Cross of Elgin. On this 

occasion, the Earl of Fife ordered a roasted ox, two hogsheads of porter and two hundred 

loaves of bread for the people of Elgin. In addition, he directed thirty bolls of meal to be 

given to the poor of the town. 

(6)
 The Earl of Fife came to canvass Elgin on Wednesday, 23

rd
 February but stayed only a few 

days. He returned to Elgin, or rather to Oldmills near Elgin, on Tuesday, 2
nd

 March and 

remained till the Wednesday after the abduction. On that day he went away in the afternoon, 

immediately after seven councillors had carried through an election in his favour for Major A 

F Tayler of Monaughty as their delegate. This meeting was subsequently declared irregular or 

illegal, there being no majority of the Town Council present. 

At this time, William Young, John Lawson, Alexander Cowie and Alexander Brown were 

seen together every day. These gentlemen and some others in McKenzie’s Inn held a meeting 

on the forenoon of Friday, 10
th

 March. The plan of seizing and forcibly carrying away one or 

more of the Grant councillors was there firmly adopted. There was also a meeting at the 

offices of James Thomson, Writer in Elgin. 
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Alexander Cowie, Writer in Keith, was a person who owed more than one official 

situation to the friendship and interest of Lord Fife. At the time of the election, 

Cowie was very active about Elgin lending his assistance and advice to the Earl’s 

other agents. 

In the course of the week in which Taylor was carried away, Cowie was seen at 

Inverness. He is thought to have gone there to draw the money necessary for 

putting the projected plans of the Fife party into execution. If a lump sum of 

money had been drawn at Banff, Elgin or Forres it could have been traced by the 

Grant party and it might be brought home to the Fife party as a circumstance 

connected with the abduction of Taylor. 

Inverness was considered to be a place unconnected with and unsuspected by 

either of the parties so it was thought the safest channel through which to obtain 

the necessary supply of money the men who carried off Taylor must have got.  

On the day on which the bailie was carried off, the accused were seen sporting 

bunches of notes. At the time of the stealth, John Watt, one of Lord Fife’s factors 

at Nethercluny of Mortlach was on a visit at Oldmills. Also present was John 

Lawson Jr., who transacted a good deal of money matters for Lord Fife. The 

money may have been given away through Watt or the young Lawson. 

Mr Cowie was seen walking on the Exchange in Elgin early in the morning of 

11
th

 March at the very time when Robert Dick was seized. 

These gentlemen are thought to have sent for some of the Trades of Elgin and told them 

stealing one or more of the Grant councillors was the only means by which the election could 

be secured. They recommended the Trades to carry this measure into execution. Of the 

Trades, present at this meeting was James Cattanach, Alexander Anderson youngest, William 

Brander, James Grant, James Farquhar and Bailie Peter Nicholson. 

(7)
 William Gauldie, Merchant in Elgin, found it necessary to arm himself in case of any 

attack upon him being attempted. Two fellows were found lurking at his house door about the 

usual time of his shutting shop.  

On the forenoon of Saturday, 11
th

 March such was the violent conduct of the mob Mr Gauldie 

found himself under the necessity of quitting his family and business and going to Grant 

Lodge as a place of safety. He had reason to believe it was their intention to carry him off. In 

this retreat he continued five or six days when he thought matters were so far quieted as to 

permit him to return to his usual business.  

In this he found himself mistaken for he had only been two or three days at home when the 

mob resumed their former scenes of outrage with such fury as compelled him again to seek 

refuge in Grant Lodge for five or six days longer. Leaving his family and business at the 

mercy of a mob inflamed by continued supplies of drink and false or scandalous speeches 

against the party to which he stood attached.  

(8)
 Margaret Urquhart or Anderson, spouse of Alexander Anderson, Gardener at Grant Lodge 

in Elgin, recollected on Saturday morning, about 8 o’clock, she went the back way from 

Grant Lodge to Elgin. 
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When she was going up the Shambles Wynd she met Brander and Farquhar coming running 

very quickly down the wynd with one or two others. She saw Christie run along the passage 

very hard till he reached Alexander Culbard’s house, where he stopped. She then saw one of 

his sons, John Culbard, run very hard up the wynd. A number of people in the wynd came out 

to enquire what the matter was. 

Alexander Culbard was a Glover, Skinner or Tanner in Elgin. He was accused, during the 

months of February and March, of distributing many hundreds of gown pieces, shawls, 

scarves, napkins and other articles of females dress to those women who were supposed to 

favour Lord Fife’s politics in the town. 

John Lawson, Lord Fife’s factor, employed him in this business. Lawson gave Culbard 

discretionary power and Culbard pointed out the shops from which these dresses were to be 

taken. Culbard, along with his sons John and James, also stood accused of knowing there was 

a standing committee approved by the Incorporated Trades to watch the progress of the 

election and to see it should be carried through favour of the Earl of Fife’s brother, General 

Alexander Duff. 

The Culbard family, especially the father, was suspected of being present at a meeting in 

McKenzie’s Inn at which it was resolved they would forcibly carry off one or more of the 

Grant councillors. 

The Trades of Elgin watched with the greatest vigilance on the whole of the afternoon and 

night of Friday, 10
th

 March and morning of Saturday, 11
th

 March in order to get hold of some 

Grant councillor. A number of men watched in Culbard’s tannery or workshop at the foot of 

the Shambles Wynd during the whole of that night and morning. 

John Culbard, standing in his shop door that morning saw Taylor seized on the Bishopmill 

road by Brander and Farquhar. He instantly thereafter ran very hard up the Shambles Wynd 

to alarm the town and to raise men to effect the abduction. 

Alexander Culbard, at about 8 o’clock on the Saturday morning, was seen to run up the High 

Street of Elgin opposite the Shambles Wynd. He exclaimed, “Men men, run men run,” or 

words to that effect, pointing towards the Shambles Wynd. 

(9)
 George Winchester, servant at Grant Lodge in Elgin, gave a slightly different version to 

this meeting.  

He was ploughing on a field of Lord Seafield’s on the morning of Saturday, 11
th

 March when 

he saw Taylor walking at the north part of the town, near his own garden door. The bailie 

came up to him and mentioned he saw some people standing at the corn stacks and he 

expressed his dread they were watching him in order to carry him off. He did not know what 

to do in order to avoid them. 

Winchester advised the bailie to go across to the public road leading from Bishopmill to 

Elgin as the safest way for him to get home. The bailie took this advice. The ploughman 

observed the persons standing by the stacks run across another field to the public road and 

there they joined a large mob of people who came from different quarters. The mob 

intercepted Taylor and carried him towards Bishopmill. 
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Winchester said the corn stacks were nearly between the point where he spoke to Taylor and 

the bailie’s own garden door. At least the stacks were in such a situation the men lying in 

wait there could have intercepted the bailie before he could have reached his own garden 

door. 

(10)
 Shortly before this time Francis Taylor, the bailie’s son, went into their garden to request 

his father to come in to breakfast. Looking out of the back or north door of the garden he saw 

his father walking toward Elgin on the public road from Bishopmill. At the same time, at 

some distance and between him and his father, young Francis saw Christie, Farquhar and 

Grant. He also a little farther off saw a crowd of people, but not a great crowd. 

The boy ran towards his father on the road. After he reached him he saw Farquhar, Christie 

and Grant surround him. He thought he heard Grant say to his father not to be afraid, they did 

not mean to harm him. His father struggled to get away from the men but they were 

determined to hold him. One of the men said it was not Taylor they wanted but as they could 

not get the person they wanted they would take him. Francis thought he heard say it was 

Joseph Collie they had meant to take. 

Young Francis heard his father say something about calling a council. He also heard his 

father ask what the crowd would do with him. His abductors wanted him to go on a bit of the 

road with them to lodge in a house in Bishopmill. 

The bailie’s son heard his father say he would walk along with them if he were forced to do 

so. He did not observe the men lay hold of his father but at that time he was looking back to 

see where his mother was, he had left her at the foot of their garden. 

On the way to Bishopmill, Francis Taylor heard his father repeatedly say he wanted to be 

home and wanted the men to let him go. The youth thought the crowd now constituted 

upwards of a hundred people and a great noise and confusion prevailed. 

(11)
 James Grant, Crofter or Farmer at Curgyle of Wester Elchies and George Findlay, Farmer 

at Heathfield of Wester Elchies had occasion to leave Knockando on the evening of Friday, 

10
th

 March. With him, Grant had a letter for Taylor containing money from George Stewart, 

Merchant at Curgyle of Elchies. 

Early on Saturday morning when they reached Elgin they saw several men stationed at 

different places on the street. 

Grant was standing at the foot of the Shambles Wynd speaking to a man of the name of 

McKain, Farmer in Elgin, when an immense mob came running northwards on the 

Bishopmill road. Following the mob, Grant got up with them before they reached the Bridge 

of Bishopmill. 

When he came up with them, he saw Taylor in the middle of the mob and saw two men 

dragging him along towards Bishopmill, each man having an arm of the bailie. Another man 

was walking close behind. 

James Grant is sure one of these men was Alexander Christie, Weaver or Butcher in Elgin. 

He is not sure of the other man but is almost certain he was a red-headed man with a torn coat 

and a long beard. Grant saw William Cattanach, Saddler there and thinks he would know the 

faces of other men he saw there. 
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Also present at this melee were Robert Cormie, Hairdresser and Peter Keil, Journeyman 

Blacksmith. 

He saw the men drag Taylor to Bishopmill all along still holding him by the arms. On 

reaching Bishopmill, the mob put the bailie into the house where the widow Robb formerly 

was. 

James Grant fell in with George Findlay when the mob reached Bishopmill. In the course of 

the morning, Findlay had occasion to go to Bishopmill, leaving Grant at Elgin to watch when 

Taylor would open his shop that he might deliver the letter. Findlay had got though his 

business at Bishopmill and was coming down the street there in order to return to Elgin. He 

saw the large mob of people coming along the bridge from Elgin. The mob stopped at the 

house in Bishopmill formerly occupied by widow Robb. 

Findlay and Grant remained with the mob till Taylor was put into the carriage. When the 

carriage drove off the crowd cheered and cried out “Lord Fife for ever!”. 

Grant and Findlay then came towards Elgin. When they reached the Bridge of Bishopmill 

they were insulted by a mob of people. They desired them to cry out “Lord Fife for ever!” or 

they would not get through. They were obliged to cry out the slogan. They believed they 

would have been knocked down if they had not done this. 

They met a mob of women in the Shambles Wynd, who also desired them to cry out “Lord 

Fife for ever!” or they could not go farther. They were obliged to cry out the slogan again. 

Findlay then went to Taylor’s house to deliver the bailie’s message where he saw the family 

all in tears and in a sorrowful state. 

Both men were in town all day Saturday and were often in the course of that day ordered to 

cry out “Lord Fife for ever!” They saw great confusion on the street of Elgin that day. 

That night, they had occasion to go to McKenzie’s Inn. The inn was strongly guarded with 

men. James Cattanach, Wright in Elgin, was a guard on one of the doors. Grant and Findlay 

heard afterwards Lord Fife’s councillors were at the inn at that time. 

John Turner, Surgeon in Elgin, came out to Findlay and Grant on the street. He said if they 

wished to preserve their lives they would leave the street and go home that instant. They did 

not know what was coming against them. 

John Turner, Surgeon in Elgin, during the whole of Lord Fife’s canvass was an 

active and eloquent supporter of the Fife party’s pretensions. Based on his 

experience and active interference during the political warfare in Elgin, he was 

described as well qualified to take his degree as ‘Doctor of Politics’. 

He more than once tampered with some of the Grant councillors. He is supposed 

to have been pretty much in the secret of the Fife party plans for carrying through 

their election. It is very probable he knew of the plan of kidnapping and carrying 

off Taylor. 

Turner is thought to have been one of the means of conveying money from Lord 

Fife or his friends to the Trades. 
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The men went off the street, they thought this was a mean of preserving their lives they 

afterwards understood had been in danger, the town was in such an agitated state.  

On leaving McKenzie’s Inn, Grant was struck on the back with a large stone. This hurt him 

very much and he felt it for a month afterwards. 

Alexander Brown, Writer in Elgin, and James Cattanach, one of the culprits, later 

called upon James Grant.  

They asked Grant to swear he had heard Taylor at the time they were carrying 

him off desire the driver to drive on; he saw the bailie walking along towards 

Bishopmill of his own accord; young Francis Taylor walked along with Taylor, 

holding him by the arm. All these James Grant denied. 

Grant mentioned he had a sore leg and perhaps would not be able to go to 

Inverness. Mr Brown then solicited he might not go to Inverness, he might get a 

certificate from a doctor of his inability and he should by all means stay at home. 

(12)
 Young Francis Taylor was at length allowed to go home but only in the company of John 

McKain, Carrier in Elgin. He had him by the hand all the time, going and coming and did not 

allow young Francis to stop at home for a minute. He did not even allow the boy to go 

upstairs, Francis only saw his sister (it is not known which) at the door and told her his father 

had been carried off. On his return to Bishopmill with McKain, Francis saw a post chaise at 

the woman Bain’s door and he saw his father was then coming out the door of the house. 

(13)
 Hugh Rose (or Ross) Thomson, Clerk or Shopman to William Gauldie, Merchant in Elgin 

declared on the morning of Saturday, 11
th

 March he saw a crowd of people rushing down the 

School Wynd. Afterwards he heard Taylor had been carried away to Bishopmill.  

Thomson went upstairs to Mrs Gauldie’s parlour to mention to the family the bailie had been 

carried off. While standing there he saw a carriage come down the wynd and he immediately 

supposed this was for conveying Taylor away. Coming downstairs he ran down the street to 

Taylor’s shop.  

Alexander Adam, Apprentice Clerk or Shopman to Taylor, had seen a crowd run across the 

street of Elgin and down the Shambles Wynd. Adam had also seen a carriage go down the 

Shambles Wynd. He and John Ross and Hugh Thomson ran over to Bishopmill as hard as 

they could. 

They heard the crowd cry out as they were coming up to the Bridge of Bishopmill there was 

no passage there. When they reached the bridge a person of the name of Longmoore took 

hold of Thomson by the arm and wanted to keep him back. Thomson got himself 

disentangled and made his way over. 

Thomson saw John Ogilvie take a hold of John Ross and try to keep him back. He also saw 

Alexander Winchester, Journeyman Wright to Alexander Anderson take hold of Adam. 

Adam shook him off but Winchester pursued Adam and get hold of him by the collar of his 

coat. Adam also saw Ogilvie, porter with Robertson & Sons in Elgin, in the crowd at the 

bridge. 

Clearing themselves of these obstacles, the boys effected their passage across the bridge. 

They got on to Bishopmill and into the mob, which then consisted of perhaps about two 
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hundred people. Adam saw the bailie come out of the woman Bain’s house and he saw 

Brander and Farquhar at the door. John Ross, Shopman to Taylor, also saw the bailie come 

out of the woman Bain’s house. He spoke to him there. 

Thomson saw Ross speaking to Taylor opposite the woman Bain’s door. Ross came out a few 

yards with the bailie that they might speak together; Thomson and Adam saw this, and both 

also saw Farquhar holding the bailie by the coat tails to prevent him escaping. 

Ross, Adam and Thomson saw Taylor step into the carriage with the crowd all about him. 

Thomson saw young Francis go into the carriage; Ross saw Grant and Christie in the carriage 

with the bailie; Thomson saw Christie and a person whose face he did not observe; all three 

boys saw Brander on the back of carriage, which then drove off. 

Crossing the bridge going homewards Ross, got a blow on the breast from someone, which 

occasioned a pain in his breast for some time after. 

Afterwards, the boys fell in with Mrs Taylor and Miss Booth at the foot of the Shambles 

Wynd, the former was crying in consequence of what had happened to the bailie. Christie’s 

wife met them there; she directed a sneering laugh at them. 

In the afternoon of that day, Saturday, Adam had occasion to go to McKenzie’s Inn on mail 

coach business. He found the door guarded by men that none might enter. He was obliged to 

tell his business before he got admission and he was afterwards watched. 

 (14)
 The chaise was hired from Thomas McLachlan, Vintner in Elgin, and was driven by 

Alexander Calder. James Cattanach, Cartwright; James Dick, Blacksmith; Thomas Russell, 

Wright; and Alexander More, Blacksmith all in Elgin were involved in the hire of the 

carriage. 

McLachlan had repeatedly asked Cattanach for payment of the hire of the carriage but 

Cattanach always evaded, saying a person would come by some morning and give 

McLachlan a dram and pay for the hire.  

Cattanach had an account against McLachlan and when Cattanach called for payment of the 

account, McLachlan deducted the hire of the carriage. McLachlan considered Cattanach 

liable to him. 

(15)
 The marriage of Elizabeth Russell and Alexander Farquhar is recorded in the OPR of 

Birnie on 21
st
 July 1791; James Farquhar’s baptism is recorded in the same records as 22

nd
 

July 1792; after the death of Alexander Farquhar, Elizabeth Russell remarried William 

McKimmie, the marriage also being recorded in the Birnie OPR, on 8
th

 February 1817. 

(16)
 At around 7 o'clock on the morning of Saturday, 11

th
 March, while Robert Dick was 

removing his shutters from his shop windows, some three or four men came behind him and 

put a handkerchief over his eyes. Dick was led up Craig's Close, round by Batchen Lane and 

to McKenzie's Inn, where a carriage was waiting. The councillor’s daughter, who was a party 

to the plot, and who received a present of two diamond rings from Lord Fife, came up with a 

change of linen for her father. 

Dick was then put into the carriage and, guarded by a couple of men, was driven rapidly to 

Burghead where a well-manned boat was in readiness to receive him. He was soon 
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transported to the other side of the Moray Firth, landing at Dunrobin. There some Morayshire 

gentlemen who were in Sutherlandshire at this time hospitably entertained him. 

After a few day's enjoyment, the councillor and his escort started leisurely by land for Elgin, 

where they arrived on Thursday, too late for the election of a delegate. 

Robert Dick's position was initially on the side of the Grant party but, between the meetings 

of 25
th

 and 28
th

 March, he seems to have switched sides to the Fife cause. James Forsyth, 

Farmer at Longmorn and John Forsyth, Writer in Forres both relations to Robert Dick may 

have been able to persuade him to change his allegiance. James Forsyth was, after all, a 

tenant on the Fife Estate. 

(17)
 John Reid, Farmer in Loanhead of Kintrea, rode to Burghead after the carriage. One of 

Lord Fife’s tenants in Quarrywood, he was asked to turn out and prevent a rescue of Taylor. 

(18)
 William Young of Maryhill was a warm friend of Lord Fife and had expressed himself to 

sundry people on various occasions he was determined to carry through the election in favour 

of Lord Fife. He may have known or advised on Robert Dick being carried away. 

Young wrote or sent word to John Forsyth, Writer in Forres, to come to Elgin on business. He 

knew Forsyth’s father, James Forsyth, was a cousin to Robert Dick. Forsyth, senior, was a 

Farmer at Longmorn and a tenant on the Fife estate. Young was alleged to have gotten John 

Forsyth to get his father to endeavour to prevail on Dick to go over to the Fife party or at least 

agree to be carried off. 

It was reported Young never went to bed on the night of 10
th

 March and his riding horse was 

saddled very early next morning. That day, he rode down from Elgin to Burghead very hard 

the moment he was informed one of the Grant councillors had been carried off. 

At Burghead, Young hired one boat to convey away Robert Dick and another to convey 

Taylor across the Firth, both from James McDonald, Seaman there. He either gave money to 

pay the freights of one or both of these boats, or became bound to see them paid. Young 

ordered no boat should leave the harbour of Burghead that day for fear of Taylor be chased 

and taken back. 

Christian Shaw, the wife of James McDonald, was heard to say one or other, if 

not both of the boats were hired to be paid for by William Young. Sometime after 

he came from home from Brora, her husband found it necessary to deny this. 

When Dick and Taylor were about to be carried into the boats and set sail, Young was 

standing on the pier or beach at Burghead. He put his handkerchief or some other napkin 

across his eyes in order he might be enabled to say he did not see them out to sea. 

James Hay, Baker in Burghead, is alleged to have known some one of the Town 

Councillors of Elgin was to be taken to Burghead that day. He is believed to have 

learned this from Young. 

(19)
 In the afternoon of Saturday, Russell went to Taylor’s shop and asked John Ross say to 

Mrs Taylor if she wished to send clothes or anything to Taylor he could get them sent that 

night. He said he had had occasion to be in a place where the bailie was that day. Ross went 

to Mrs Taylor, got a bundle of clean clothes and gave them to Alexander Russell. 
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(20)
 When he was seized, Taylor had no money with him. His son, Francis, had but 5/-. 

(21)
 John Ross, Grieve at Main in Elginshire, related something Christie had later told him. 

Patrick Sellar, after Taylor and his son had gone off to drink tea at Mr Sutherland’s, said to 

the men the bailie had gone to a man’s house who was perhaps the cleverest and the quickest 

in Sutherland so they had better look sharply after their prisoner. 

(22)
 A number of meetings of the Town Council of Elgin seem have to been held at this time, 

all were probably irregular or invalid. 

On 11
th

 March, the Fife councillors took advantage of the absence of Dick and Taylor and 

held a meeting. The Fife councillors also held a meeting on 15
th

 March, probably within 

McKenzie's Inn, where they elected Major A F Tayler of Monaughty as delegate. 

After Taylor and Dick were allowed to return, there was a meeting of Grant councillors held 

in the house of William Gauldie, Dean of Guild. There they entered into a minute by which it 

appears Taylor and Dick both declared they had been taken away by force. 

There was another meeting of the Town Council on 25
th

 March but only eight members were 

present and there was, therefore, no majority and no delegate could be elected. 

Finally, there was a meeting of certain of the councillors held on 28
th

 March. This meeting 

resulted in a vote in favour Sir Archibald Dunbar of the Grant party, by the “deliberative and 

casting vote of the Provost.” 

The election at Cullen took place on 31
st
 March where the delegates for Cullen and Kintore 

voted for the Grant party and the delegates for Banff and Inverurie voted for the Fife party. 

For Elgin, competing minutes of council were presented in favour of Sir Archibald Dunbar of 

Northfield, the Provost (Grant) and of Major A F Tayler of Rothiemay (Fife). George Grant, 

Writer in Portsoy and Town Clerk of Cullen, indicated no delegate from Elgin had been 

regularly commissioned so both were necessarily refused. The casting vote of the delegate for 

Cullen, the presiding burgh, being given in favour of Archibald Farquharson of Finzean, that 

gentleman was returned duly elected. 

(23)
 At Inverness, Brander took a seat in the ‘Duke of Gordon’ Coach for the bailie and paid 

for it. The seat was taken only the length of Forres. 

(24)
 Taylor had reason to go to a private place for a little. Anderson and Cattanach pressed 

young Francis Taylor very hard to try and prevail with his father to stop there that day. They 

said if he did so he would be very much esteemed in Elgin. This the youth refused, observing 

he had no business to interfere. 

(25)
 Loudon's Inn was one of the oldest hotels in Forres, it was the one at which halted the 

mail coach.  

In 1830, Loudon's Inn was taken over by Hugh Duff MacQueen and the hotel was known 

from that time as MacQueen's Hotel, then Fraser's Hotel and finally Commercial Hotel before 

being converted to a supermarket in the 1980's.  
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In 1834, two coaches operated from Forres: ‘Defiance’ and ‘Star’. Morning mail from 

Inverness arrived at 5am, followed by the ‘Defiance’ at 9am (also from the west). From Elgin 

came the ‘Star’ at 8:30am, the ‘Defiance’ at 2:30pm and the mail at 4:30pm. 

(26)
 McKenzie Inn was the hotel at Elgin at which the mail coaches halted. It is thought to 

have been on the site of what once was the Gordon Arms Hotel in the High Street. 

(27)
 John McKenzie, Innkeeper in Elgin, had the Fife party sleeping in a body at his house for 

several nights during the political struggle. An open table was kept at his house for the 

Incorporated Trades and other friends of Lord Fife, the expenses being borne out of his 

Lordship's pocket. 

(28)
 Some time in the course of the forenoon William Mitchell was called from the pavement 

near his own shop door into a gateway by a young boy, Taylor’s son. He gave the bailie the 

precept and told him as his father was going to take a walk in the country, he wanted Mitchell 

to keep the precept till he would be ready to go home. 

(29)
 Patrick Duff, junior, Writer in Elgin, was an intimate acquaintance of Taylor. He was in 

Forres that day and dined with John Grant. Duff mentioned in the course of conversation he 

thought Taylor should return home to Elgin in the carriage with his family, which had come 

to Forres in a post chaise from Elgin that afternoon. 

He commented it would have a bad appearance for the bailie to return to Elgin with the men 

who came with him to Forres in the ‘Duke of Gordon’ Coach. Duff wrote a note to this effect 

to Taylor and Grant took it to him to the house of George Cumming, Merchant in Forres, 

where he found Taylor at tea. 

(30)
 John Grant returned to Duff and stated these circumstances, Duff requested Grant to go in 

the coach to Elgin with Taylor. It would tend to take off the bad appearance of the bailie 

returning to Elgin with these men. 

The doctor declared he knew one of the men as of the name of Anderson, Carpenter in Elgin. 

He also had every reason to think the name of another of the men was William Brander. This 

last named person went inside the coach along with Taylor and Grant from Forres to Elgin 

that evening. 

(31)
 The Inverness Courier of 16

th
 March carried a letter of the previous day: 

“We have been in a state of great agitation since Saturday without political 

parties, which have run high for some time past. On Saturday morning in fair day 

light, two of the Councillors in Colonel Grant's interest were picked up and 

packed off in post chaises to the coast side, where boats were in waiting to carry 

them over to Sutherland - previous to that Col. Grant had 8 votes and Lord Fife 7. 

The council consists of 17, but Col. Grant is absent, and Bailie Innes would not 

qualify; the carrying off, of the two already mentioned, left Lord Fife 7 and Col. 

Grant 6, the latter then withdrew to Grant Lodge, and those for the former went to 

the Inn under a guard of the populace. Matters remained in this state over 

Saturday and Sunday, a subject of merriment to the inhabitants. But in the 

interim, it would appear, some ill-judged communication had been made to the 

Tenantry on the Grant estates in Strathspey, who in the course of the night began 

to pour in, in great numbers, and nearly 600 marched quietly into Grant Lodge - 
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the alarm was soon given - the drums beat to arms, and the whole town was 

immediately in an uproar. Messengers were despatched to Lord Fife's estates, 

round the neighbourhood to apprize the Tenants and about noon the town was 

crowded to excess - for several hours matters wore an alarming appearance 

indeed. But through the medium of Sir Geo. Abercrombie [sic], our Sheriff, and 

some others, the Highlanders were withdrawn about 2 o’clock. 100 respectable 

special constables were sworn in, who patrolled the streets, and placed guards on 

all the avenues leading to the town. In the evening report followed report, that the 

Highlandmen were lurking in the woods, with the intention of entering the town 

during the night. About 11 o'clock the drums again beat to arms. The windows of 

the town were all lighted with candles, and the streets with torches. The 

Constables were kept on duty all night; such was the confusion and consternation. 

But no enemy appeared. The reports were groundless. The fears of the night 

originated in 5 or 6 poor fellows having got too much drink, who were seen 

loitering about the woods, whose numbers were magnified into as many 

hundreds. At this time, for farther security, the Councillors in Lord Fife's interest 

were removed from the Inn to the Jail, where they have remained for two nights. 

Last night the Constables were again on duty; and the town was lighted up. To-

day the meeting of Council took place - Colonel Grant's friends did not attend, 

except his man of business to take a protest. Lord Fife's party named a Delegate, 

viz. Major Tayler. So the matter is so far over; it is too good a subject however to 

be so soon done with; and will, at all events, afford employments to the 

Lawyers.” 

(32)
 Alexander Innes was neutral; that doesn’t mean he didn’t support one of the parties, he 

was very much in favour of the ‘Fife’ cause; it wasn’t that he didn’t vote, he simply wasn’t 

allowed to vote because he hadn’t taken his oath as a Councillor at the time of the election - 

he only took his oath in June! 

From the Elgin Burgh Court Minute Book, 1809-1826, on 20
th

 June 1820, we find a court 

held by Sir Archibald Dunbar, Provost and Bailies Francis Taylor, Robert Joss and Peter 

Nicholson.  

“The court being duly formed Alexander Innes, Esquire, who was elected a Bailie 

of this Burgh at Michaelmas last appeared in court and accepted the office of 

bailie - took his seat and gave his oath de fideli in Common Form.” 

Innes had not sworn his oath in time; he was not allowed to cast his vote. 

 

──────────────────── 
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Who’s Who 

Where known, ages at the time of the political upheaval  

are shown in brackets after the person’s name 

Francis Taylor (and Family) 

Francis Taylor (56), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Bailie; supporter of the Grant 

cause; abducted on the Saturday morning and transported to Brora in Sutherland; member of 

council responsible for executing the precept calling the Election; in 1820, his shop and 

house was at 65 High Street, Elgin; died at Elgin on 31
st
 March 1843, aged 79 years, and was 

interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Francis Taylor (15), son of Francis Taylor; saw his father abducted on the Saturday morning; 

accompanied his father to Sutherland; died at Elgin on 11
th

 October 1835, aged 30 years, and 

was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Eliza (or Eleanor) Booth (52); sister of Jane Booth or Taylor; accompanied Mrs Taylor to 

Forres on the Wednesday; died at Elgin on 11
th

 June 1843, aged 75 years, and was interred in 

the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Jane Grant Booth or Taylor (57); wife of Francis Taylor; went to Forres, in the company of 

her sister Eliza Booth, to meet Taylor on his way home from Sutherland; died at 65 High 

Street, Elgin on 20
th

 June 1857, aged 84 years, and was interred in the burying ground of 

Elgin Cathedral. 

Accused 

William Brander (49), Squarewright or House Carpenter, Elgin; son of Alexander Brander & 

Elizabeth Innes of Shearerston; born at Orleyhill, near Lhanbryde in 1771; in 1806, married 

Grizel or Grace Gill; present at the abduction of Taylor on the morning of Saturday; 

accompanied Taylor and the others to Sutherland; indicted with the crime of “stellionate and 

real injury”; died at Elgin on 3
rd

 January 1837, aged 65 years, and was interred in the burying 

ground of Elgin Cathedral.  

Alexander Christie (33), Butcher or Flesher, Elgin and Staff Sergeant of the Local Militia; 

present at the abduction of Taylor on the morning of Saturday; accompanied Taylor and the 

others to Sutherland; indicted with the crime of “stellionate and real injury”; died at Elgin on 

4
th

 April 1850, aged 63 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

James Farquhar (28), Carrier or Hirer, Elgin; son of Alexander Farquhar and Elizabeth 

Russell (who later married William McKimmie); born at Miltown of Birnie in 1792; present 

at the abduction of Taylor on the morning of Saturday; accompanied Taylor and the others to 

Sutherland; indicted with the crime of “stellionate and real injury”; died at North College 

Street, Elgin on 9
th

 August 1859, aged 67 years, and was interred in the burying ground of 

Elgin Cathedral. 

James Grant (39), Shoemaker, Elgin; sometime Vintner and Town Officer; present at the 

abduction of Taylor on the morning of Saturday; accompanied Taylor and the others to 

Sutherland; indicted with the crime of “stellionate and real injury”; died at Elgin on 30
th

 

March 1852, aged 71 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 
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Councillors 

Lewis Anderson (38), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the Fife cause; 

peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Eden Cottage, Academy Street, Elgin on 4
th

 

December 1849, aged 67 years, interred Kineddar. 

Peter Brown (28), Land Surveyor, Linkwood; Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin; 

supporter of the Grant cause; peripheral figure during the upheaval; son of former Provost, 

George Brown of Linkwood; Laird of Linkwood and Dunkinty; died at Linkwood on 29
th

 

August 1868, aged 76 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Joseph Collie (48), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Bailie; supporter of the Grant 

cause; target for abductors; had been ‘invited’ to be abducted by Peter Nicholson; on the 

Friday evening, escaped to Grant Lodge through Taylor’s house; died at 38 South College 

Street, Elgin on 26
th

 October 1853, aged 81 years, and was interred in the burying ground of 

Elgin Cathedral. 

James Culbard (33), Glover or Tanner, Elgin and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the 

Fife cause; son of Alexander Culbard; Deacon of the Incorporation of Glovers, 1818 to 1825; 

James, or his brother John, may have raised the alarm in the town Taylor had been abducted; 

died at North Lodge, Elgin on 8
th

 February 1860, aged 73 years, and was interred in the 

burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Alexander Dick (51), Tailor, Elgin; Deacon of the Incorporation of Tailors, 1806 to 1825 and 

Convener of the Incorporated Trades, 1818 to 1823 and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of 

the Fife cause; peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Elgin on 19
th

 November 1843, 

aged 74 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Robert Dick (64), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the Grant cause; 

abducted and transported to Sutherland the same day as Francis Taylor; died at Elgin on 27
th

 

October 1837, aged 81 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield (47), 6th Baronet, Convener of Elginshire and Town 

Councillor, Elgin and Provost; supporter of the Grant cause; Grant party (disputed) delegate 

at the 1820 Election (voted for Archibald Farquharson); died at Northfield House, Elgin on 

23
rd

 March 1847, aged 74 years, interred Duffus. 

Charles Fowler (38), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the Fife cause; 

peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at 5 Schoolhill, Aberdeen on 7
th

 May 1841, aged 

59 years. 

William Gauldie (52), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Dean of Guild; supporter 

of the Grant cause; on the morning of Taylor’s abduction, Gauldie being fearful for his own 

safety quit his own house and sought refuge in Grant Lodge; a so-called meeting of the Town 

Council may have been held at Gauldie’s house on the return of Dick and Taylor; Provost, 

1833-1835; Gauldie’s house was at 77 High Street, Elgin, at the north-west corner of Lossie 

Wynd; died at Elgin on 13
th

 May 1842, aged 74 years, and was interred in the burying ground 

of Elgin Cathedral. 
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Colonel Francis William Grant (42); Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the Grant cause; 

son of Sir James Grant and Jane Duff; brother of Lewis Grant, 5
th

 Earl of Seafield; in 1793, 

joined the Army, commissioned as Lieutenant in the Strathspey Fencibles; following year, 

was appointed Captain in the 97th or Strathspey Regiment and was commissioned at 

Lieutenant Colonel in 1799 when the Regiment was ordered to Gibraltar; elected Member of 

Parliament for the Elgin Burghs 1802-1806; for Inverness 1806; for Morayshire 1807-1832; 

and for Nairn 1832-1840; founded the modern town of Cullen and, when he succeeded to the 

title of Earl of Seafield in 1840, was elected as a peer of Scotland; at the time of the unrest in 

1820, Grant was in Italy. He died at Cullen House on 30
th

 July 1853, aged 75 years. 

Alexander Innes (67), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Bailie; neutral 
(32)

 at the 

time of the upheaval; universally known as ‘Phoenix,’ being agent for the Insurance 

Company bearing that name; elected Provost later that year, served as Provost 1820-1823 and 

then 1826-1829; died at Elgin on 20
th

 June 1830, aged 77 years, and was interred in the 

burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Robert Joss (49), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Bailie; supporter of the Grant 

cause; peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Elgin on 31
st
 July 1824, aged 53 years, 

and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Alexander McIver (52), Shoemaker and Town Councillor, Elgin; Deacon of the 

Incorporation of Shoemakers, 1817 to 1821 and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the 

Fife cause; peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Bede House, Elgin on 17
th

 

November 1853, aged 85 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

James Murray (51), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin; supporter of the Fife cause; 

peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Elgin on 12
th

 October 1843, aged 74 years, and 

was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Peter Nicholson (52), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Bailie; supporter of the Fife 

cause; Provost 1823-1826; at the time of the political intrigue, Nicholson’s shop and house 

was at the corner of High Street and Commerce Street - now a coffee shop - and also had 

property in the area to the west of Academy Street and south of Moray Street, this may have 

been where he wanted to meet Joseph Collie at night; died at 220 High Street, Elgin on 15
th

 

June 1855, aged 87 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral.  

John Russell (49), Merchant and Town Councillor, Elgin and Treasurer; supporter of the 

Grant cause; peripheral figure during the upheaval; died at Elgin on 25
th

 August 1847, aged 

76 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Others 

Sir George Abercromby of Birkenbog (49), 4
th

 Baronet, negotiated with the rabble at Grant 

Lodge; a son of Robert and Helen Abercromby, baptised 7
th

 November 1770; married to Jane 

Ogilvy, daughter of Sir Alexander Ogilvy and Jean Nisbet in 1778; an Advocate (from 1773); 

Sheriff of Elginshire and also of Nairnshire (both from 1783); succeeded to the title 4
th

 

Baronet Abercromby of Birkenbog in 1787; died at Forglen House, on 18
th

 July 1831, aged 

80 years. 
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Alexander Adam, Clerk or Apprentice Shopman (Male Shop Assistant) in Francis Taylor’s 

business in Elgin; on hearing of Taylor’s abduction, and with John Ross and Hugh 

Thompson, sped across to Bishopmill, where he saw his employer at Bishopmill on the 

morning of the abduction. 

James Adam, acquaintance of Francis Taylor, resident at New Duffus and invited to take 

breakfast with him at the house of William McKimmie on the day of Taylor’s abduction. 

Alexander Anderson, youngest; Squarewright, Elgin; Deacon of the Incorporation of 

Squarewrights, 1812 to 1816; with others, went to Nairn to intercept, and delay, Taylor on his 

journey home to Elgin. 

Mary Gill or Bain; Innkeeper at Bishopmill, in house formerly occupied by Widow Robb; it 

was here the bailie was held captive upstairs awaiting the arrival of a chaise from Elgin; 

Alexander Calder, an employee of Thomas McLachlan, Innkeeper in Elgin, drove the chaise. 

Robert Bain (38), Writer, in Elgin; at one time Procurator Fiscal; ‘Father of the Elgin Bar’; 

accompanied James Collie on his visit to Francis Taylor’s house on Friday evening; died at 

Elgin on 21
st
 July 1846, aged 64 years, interred Urquhart churchyard. 

Alexander Brown (27), Writer, Elgin; born 1793, trained to business in the office of Patrick 

Duff, senior, and afterwards in Edinburgh; settled in Elgin in 1814. The politics of 1820 

opened up a favourable field of business and Brown then became agent for the Earl of Fife; 

thought to have met with William Young of Maryhill, John Lawson of Oldmills and 

Alexander Cowie at the offices of James Thomson, Writer, Elgin; at a meeting of the Fife 

councillors, ‘replaced’ Patrick Duff, senior, as Town Clerk of Elgin; in 1828, became 

Procurator Fiscal; died at 60 North Street, Elgin on 16
th

 January 1853, aged 60 years, and was 

interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

James Brown, Writer, Elgin; worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations of meetings 

and attending the offices of the Town Clerk, Patrick Duff, senior. 

Alexander Calder, employee of Thomas McLachlan, Innkeeper in Elgin, drove the chaise 

that took Francis Taylor from Elgin to Burghead. 

On his journey home to Elgin, Francis Taylor and his son stayed at Cant’s Inn, Inverness, an 

establishment run by one William Cant; here, Taylor, was interviewed by William Fraser 

Tytler, Sheriff-Depute, Inverness and Thomas Gilzean, Sheriff-Substitute, Inverness and met 

with his friend and old acquaintance Donald Smith. 

James Cantlie, Writer, Elgin; worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations of meetings. 

James Cattanach (51), Cartwright, Elgin; Deacon of the Incorporation of Squarewrights 

from 1817 to 1831; Convener of the Incorporated Trades from 1823 to 1830, member of 

Elgin Town Council in 1819; intercepted Taylor on his journey home at Campbelltown, 

Nairn and Forres trying to persuade the bailie to switch allegiance from the Grant to the Fife 

cause; on arrival back in Elgin on the Wednesday evening, tried to coax Taylor to join him 

and the other supporters of the Fife cause at McKenzie’s Inn; died at Elgin on 21
st
 June 1843, 

aged 64 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

William Cattanach (46), Saddler, Elgin; brother of James Cattanach, Deacon of the 

Incorporation of Squarewrights, Cartwright; was at the inn in Bishopmill while Taylor was 
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held captive there, acting as a guard on the door; died at Batchen Lane on 10
th

 February 1859, 

aged 85 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

While stopping at Forres on the Wednesday, and waiting for the coach home to Elgin, Taylor 

visited and Mrs Cockburn and Mr Grant at Thornhill. 

Robert Cormie, Hairdresser, Elgin; one of the mob at Bishopmill on the morning of Taylor’s 

abduction. 

Alexander Cowie, Writer, Keith; active in the Fife cause; during the period leading up to the 

events of March 1820, Cowie was seen very active about Elgin, in the company of William 

Young of Maryhill and John Lawson of Oldmills, lending his assistance and advice to the 

other agents of the Earl of Fife; was also seen at Inverness, supposed to have gone there in 

order to draw money; died at Keith on 15
th

 January 1833. 

Alexander Culbard (61), Glover and Tanner, Elgin; father of James and John Culbard; 

Deacon of the Incorporation of Glovers, 1818-1825; allegedly employed by John Lawson to 

give out favours to supporters of the Fife cause; died at 40 High Street, Elgin on 17
th

 October 

1851, aged 92 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

John Culbard (29), Glover and Tanner, Elgin; son of Alexander Culbard; Deacon of the 

Incorporation of Glovers, 1841-1845 and 1859-1851; John, or his brother James, may have 

raised the alarm in the town Taylor had been abducted; died at 6 South College Street, Elgin 

on 30
th

 March 1878, aged 87 years. 

George Cumming, Merchant, Forres invited Taylor and his son to dine with him while 

waiting at Forres for the coach onwards to Elgin. 

James Dick (53), Blacksmith, Elgin; Deacon of the Incorporation of Hammersmiths, 1818 to 

1837 and convener of Incorporated Trades, 1833 to 1835; involved in hiring of chaise to 

transport Taylor to the coast; died at Elgin 12
th

 March 1847, aged 80 years, and was interred 

in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

General Alexander Duff (43); candidate of the Fife party; Member of Parliament for the 

Elgin Burghs 1826-1831; younger brother of James Duff, 4th Earl of Fife; entered the Army 

in the 56th Regiment of Foot in 1793 and transferred as Captain to the 88th Regiment in 

1795; in 1798, prompted Lieutenant Colonel and went to the East India; his Regiment formed 

part of the expedition to South America in 1806 where he had the misfortune to be obliged to 

surrender at Buenos Ayres; promoted Colonel in 1807, he went on half pay in 1810; in 1811 

he became Major General and in 1821 Lieutenant General; knighted in 1831 and made 

General in 1839; died at Pursers Cross, Walham Green, in 1851, aged 74 years. 

James Duff, 4th Earl of Fife (43); elder brother of General Alexander Duff; in 1796, joined 

the Army on the continent, subsequently proceeding to the Congress and Radstadt; returning 

to England, appointed to the command of the Banff and Inverness Militia in 1799; by 1806, 

after the death of his wife, he had gone abroad and was, for some time, held prisoner in Paris; 

when released he went to Vienna and joined the Austrian Army under Archduke Charles; left 

Trieste for Cadiz in 1809 and joined the Spanish Army, that year he received a sabre wound 

in the neck at Talavera; in 1810, at Isle de Leon, near Cadiz, he received a further wound that 

caused him ever after to limp; leaving Spain in 1813, on his return to England he was 

appointed Lord of the Bedchamber to the Prince Regent, the future King George IV; during 
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his life he made great improvements on his estates in building villages such as Dufftown, 

making road, constructing harbours and planting great tracts of land. He died at Duff House, 

Banff, in 1857, aged 80 years. 

Patrick Duff, junior (28), son of Patrick Duff, senior; born 1791; appointed joint Town Clerk 

and successor to his father in 1812; from 1821, when his father died, Patrick Duff, junior, was 

sole Town Clerk of Elgin; died at Elgin on 2
nd

 April 1861, aged 69 years, and was interred in 

the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Patrick Duff, senior (57), son of Patrick Duff, the first Town Clerk of that name; born 1762; 

appointed joint Town Clerk along with his father in 1782; in his time he held more public 

appointments than any law agent before or after; died at Elgin on 24
th

 August 1821, aged 58 

years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

On Monday morning, Taylor and his captors walked from Brora to Golspie, and there visited 

the house of Mr Duncan, Innkeeper, Taylor had formerly known Duncan’s wife. 

Susan Errach, Housekeeper to Joseph Collie, resided in Elgin (probably living-in in Collie’s 

house); acted as go-between betwixt Collie and Peter Nicholson, carrying several messages, 

particularly a message from Nicholson requesting Collie meet him at the Crofts, near Elgin, 

at a late hour after it had got quite dark. 

Alexander Falconer, Weaver, Elgin; Deacon of the Incorporation of Weavers, 1818 to 1828; 

worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations of meetings. 

Archibald Farquharson of Finzean (27); the candidate of the Grant party; Member of 

Parliament for the Elgin Burghs 1820-1826; known as the wild laird of Finzean, and 

described as a rackety kind of person who, succeeding to a clear estate and a good lump sum 

of ready money, lived fast with fast people, went bankrupt and died practically of drink on 

14
th

 May 1841. 

John Forsyth (32), Writer, Forres; allegedly written to by William Young of Maryhill in 

March 1820 to come to Elgin to get his father, James Forsyth, Farmer, Longmorn (a tenant 

on the Fife Estate and cousin of Robert Dick) to endeavour to prevail on Dick to come over to 

the Fife cause; John Forsyth, baptized 7
th

 March 1788, Elgin, son of James Forsyth and 

Isabella Grant; by 1819, had become a Writer in Forres; by 1830 had become a burgess of the 

town; agent for Caledonian Bank in Forres; died at Tarras on 5
th

 July 1856, aged 68 years. 

On his journey home to Elgin, Francis Taylor and his son stayed at Cant’s Inn, Inverness 

where he was interviewed by William Fraser Tytler (43), Sheriff-Depute, Inverness and 

Thomas Gilzean (64), Sheriff-Substitute, Inverness. 

George Grant (28); Writer, Portsoy and Town Clerk of Cullen; Clerk to the meeting held at 

Cullen to elect a representative on 31st March 1820. 

James Grant, Crofter or Farmer at Curgyle of Wester Elchies; along with George Findlay, 

Farmer at Heathfield, Wester Elchies, visited Elgin on the day on which Bailie Taylor was 

abducted; was to deliver to Taylor a letter containing money from George Stewart, Merchant 

in Curgyle of Elchies 

John Grant (49), Surgeon, Forres; saw Taylor in ‘Duke of Gordon’ coach as it went through 

Forres Wednesday morning; spoke to Taylor at Loudon’s Inn; born 1771 at Grantown; 
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educated, Marischal College, Aberdeen; 1793, Assistant Surgeon to the Grant Fencibles of 

Strathspey; later transferred to the 63rd Regiment and went to Holland; promoted to Surgeon, 

was also at Malta and Gibraltar; died at Forres, aged 89 years on 8
th

 April 1860, aged 89 

years, interred Forres churchyard.  

Lewis Grant, Bailie, Inverness; joined Taylor and his son at house of Alexander Jack, 

Candlemaker, Inverness on Tuesday evening. 

Lewis Alexander Grant-Ogilvy (53), 5
th

 Earl of Seafield; although nominally leader of the 

Grant cause, illness meant the affairs of the Earldom were effectively in the hands of his 

brother, Francis William Grant; born 1767 at Moy, near Inverness; Member of Parliament for 

Elginshire from 1791 to 1796; succeeded to his title on the death of his second cousin, James 

Ogilvy, 4
th

 Earl of Seafield in 1811; died at Cullen House, on 26
th

 October 1840, aged 73 

years, and was buried in the mausoleum in Duthil Old Parish Church. 

James Hay (47), native of Forres, Baker in Burghead in 1820; interviewed regarding his 

knowledge of the abduction of Francis Taylor; died at 185 High Street, Elgin on 12
th

 

February 1857, aged 83 years. 

William Henderson; Innkeeper at Burghead; the bailie and his captors dined and waited 

there for a boat to be prepared; Henderson died at Burghead on 26
th

 October 1837 (age not 

known). 

James Ivory (28); Advocate in Edinburgh; he appeared for the defendants at the abandoned 

trial at Inverness; raised to the bench in 1840, as Lord Ivory. 

Alexander Jack, Candlemaker, Inverness; invited the bailie and his son to drink tea on 

Tuesday evening. 

Peter Keil, Journeyman Blacksmith, Elgin; one of the mob at Bishopmill on the morning of 

Taylor’s abduction. 

John Lawson, junior (21), the son of John Lawson (54), Tacksman of Oldmills and factor to 

the Earl of Fife; agent for the Commercial Bank of Scotland in Elgin and represented Elgin as 

a member of parliament; Provost 1829-1832; John Lawson, junior, was also a noted 

geologist; John Lawson, senior, died at Oldmills, Elgin on 21
st
 March 1840, aged 74 years; 

John Lawson, junior, died at Commercial Bank, Elgin on 27
th

 June 1852, aged 53 years, and 

was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Major Charles Lennox Cumming (30), staying at Grant Lodge in March 1820; born at Altyre 

1790, son of Sir Alexander Penrose Cumming of Altyre and Helen Grant; educated at 

Winchester and Corpus Christi, Oxford; succeeded to the estates of Roseisle and Dunphail in 

1806; married Elizabeth Bruce later in the year 1820 at St John’s Chapel, Edinburgh and took 

the name 'Cumming-Bruce'; Member of Parliament for the Inverness burghs from 1831 to 

1840, and for Moray & Nairn from 1840 to 1868; died, aged 84 years, on New Year's Day 

1875, at Broomhall, near Dunfermline. 

------ Longmoore, one of the crowd attending Taylor’s abduction tried to stop Hugh 

Thomson passing at the Bridge of Bishopmill on the morning of the abduction. 
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The coaching stop at Forres, known as Loudon’s Inn, was run by David Loudon (42), Farmer 

& Hotelkeeper; Loudon’s Inn, in 1830 was sold to Hugh Duff McQueen; located at 54 High 

Street, Forres - it is now a supermarket. 

James McDonald, Seaman living in Burghead, and William Dick, also there, were boatmen 

in the craft that conveyed Taylor and his party across the Moray Firth to the Sutherland; it 

was alleged Christian Shaw, McDonald’s wife, said it was William Young of Maryhill who 

hired Taylor’s boat - an allegation later denied, on his return from Brora, by her husband. 

John McKain (36), Carter, Elgin; accompanied the young Francis Taylor when he returned to 

the family home to inform his mother about his father’s abduction; died at Elgin on 11
th

 

March 1844, aged 60 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

------ McKain, Farmer, Elgin; was present at the foot of the Shambles Wynd (Lossie Wynd) 

on the morning Taylor was abducted; spoke with James Grant, Heathfield, Wester Elchies. 

John McKenzie (30), Innkeeper, Elgin; kept the inn at which coaches would stop in Elgin; 

may formerly have worked at the ‘Adam & Eve’ public house, Forres and was a sometime 

gardener; during the disruption, the councillors favouring the Fife cause held meetings at 

McKenzie’s Inn, where the Earl of Fife kept an open table for them and their supporters; 

these councillors going as far as sleeping in a body at his house for several nights during the 

political struggle; died at Elgin on 24
th

 September 1854, aged 64 years, and was interred in 

the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral; located at 100 High Street (96-98 High Street in 

earlier street-numbering systems) McKenzie’s Inn became the Earl of Fife Arms and then the 

Fife Arms hotel - now an optician’s shop. 

On the way to Burghead, the party carrying the bailie and his son stopped at a house in New 

Duffus kept by William McKimmie and his wife, Elizabeth Russell (the mother of James 

Farquhar, one of accused); William McKimmie, son of William McKimmie, was the 

occupier of the house at which Taylor and his captors stopped in Hopeman. 

Thomas McLachlan, Vintner and Innkeeper, Elgin; owned the chaise that took Francis 

Taylor from Elgin to Burghead; later declared had not been paid for hire of carriage and 

deducted the amount due from account of James Cattanach, Cartwright, Elgin because he 

considered Cattanach liable; had repeatedly asked Cattanach for payment, which he always 

evaded saying a person would come by some morning and give him, McLachlan, a dram and 

pay the hire. 

William Miller, Tailor, Elgin; worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations of meetings. 

Robert Mitchell (31), Weaver, Elgin; sent ahead by Taylor’s captors when at Hopeman to see 

the coast was clear at Burghead. 

At Forres, Taylor was in fear of losing the precept; for safe-keeping, he asked William 

Mitchell (41), Bailie, Forres, to take possession of the document. 

Alexander More (59), Blacksmith, Elgin; allegedly involved in the hire of the chaise that 

took Taylor and his abductors from Elgin to Burghead. 
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John Muterer (39), Merchant and Bailie of Forres, Laird of Lingiestown; entertained Taylor 

during his stop at Forres when making his way back to Elgin; son of Robert Muterer, 

Merchant in Forres and Jean Brander, baptised at Forres on 17
th

 August 1781; died at Forres, 

6
th

 November 1838, aged 57 years. 

John Ogilvie, one of the crowd attending Taylor’s abduction may have struck John Ross, 

Taylor’s Shopman (Male Shop Assistant) at the Bridge of Bishopmill on the morning of the 

abduction. 

John Reid, Farmer in Loanhead of Kintrea, Parish of Quarrywood or New Spynie; travelled 

to Burghead on the day Dick and Taylor were abducted; thought to have been sent to 

Burghead in order to prevent a rescue, in case such might have been attempted. 

James Rhind, Bookseller, Elgin; objected to allowing John Ross to speak to Taylor when at 

Bishopmill on the morning of the bailie’s abduction. 

John Ross, Clerk or Shopman (Male Shop Assistant) in Francis Taylor’s business in Elgin; 

on hearing of Taylor’s abduction, and with Alexander Adam and Hugh Thompson, sped 

across to Bishopmill, where he saw his employer at Bishopmill on the morning of the 

abduction; was struck by one of crowd when passing at the Bridge of Bishopmill. 

John Ross, Grieve, Main, Elgin; told Taylor, after his return from Sutherland, some of Patrick 

Sellar’s involvement at Brora. 

Thomas Ross, Mason, Bishopmill; worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations of 

meetings. 

Alexander Russell, Merchant, Elgin; very much involved the abductions of Dick and Taylor; 

was at Hopeman and Burghead with Taylor; went to Brora to meet with Taylor there; 

travelled back to Elgin at same time as Taylor and his son; described as “an old soldier” and a 

“very violent man”; considered for indictment, but not so. 

Thomas Russell (44), Wright, Elgin; allegedly involved in the hire of the chaise that took 

Taylor and his abductors from Elgin to Burghead. 

While at Sutherland, Taylor and his captors stayed at an inn kept by James Scott, Vintner, 

Brora (the father-in-law of Christie, one of the accused) a native of Elgin; during his stay 

there, Taylor visited Elizabeth Keith, the wife of Charles Sutherland and daughter of 

William Keith, minister of Golspie; Alexander Russell met with Taylor at Brora, bringing 

him a change of clothes from ------ Craig, Farmer in Sutherland, and a nephew of William 

Young of Maryhill. 

Patrick Sellar of Westfield (40), Law Agent and Laird of Westfield; son of Thomas Sellar of 

Westfield and Jean Plenderleath, baptized 17
th

 December 1780, Elgin; joined his father in 

business about the year 1803; succeeded him as Procurator Fiscal in 1806, which office he 

held until 1810; like his father, preferred agricultural pursuits to following the legal 

profession; in 1811, accepted the office of Factor on the Estates of the Marchioness of 

Stafford in the county of Sutherland; succeeded his father in the estate of Westfield in 1817; 

in 1817, resigned the office of Factor on the Sutherland Estates and during the remainder of 

his life followed sheep and arable farming in the counties of Elgin, Sutherland and Argyle; 

married to Anne Craig of Barmuckity, at Barmuckity on 17
th

 November 1818, parents of 
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Thomas, Robert, William Young, Patrick Francis Alexander, John Alexander & Alexander 

Craig; died at Park Place, Elgin on 28
th

 October 1851, aged 70 years, and was interred in the 

burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

Alexander Simpson (46), Shoemaker, Elgin; worked for the Fife cause delivering intimations 

of meetings; later Town Officer and Town Crier and gaoler in Elgin; in 1830 dismissed for 

allowing prisoners to escape from Elgin Gaol, being intoxicated on duty and allowing 

drunken visitors; died at Elgin on 20
th

 February 1843, aged 69 years, and was interred in the 

burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

On his journey home to Elgin, Francis Taylor and his son stayed at Cant’s Inn, Inverness, an 

establishment run by one William Cant where he met with his friend and old acquaintance 

Donald Smith, Collector of Customs at Inverness. 

Alexander Sutherland (29) of Rosevalley, estate factor for Sir Archibald Dunbar; son of 

Erick Sutherland, Farmer, Rosevalley; Taylor’s captors had thought of transporting him to 

Rosevalley, but decided against that idea since Sutherland was Dunbar’s estate factor and 

Taylor might not be safe there; died at Shempston, Duffus on 20
th

 December 1852, aged 61 

years, interred Duffus (Old) burying ground. 

Major Alexander Francis Tayler of Monaughty (56), Laird of Rothiemay; Fife party 

(disputed) delegate at the 1820 Election (voted for Alexander Duff); married Lady Jane Duff, 

sister of the Earl of Fife, in 1802; died at Rothiemay House, 26
th

 September 1854, aged 89 

years.  

Hugh Rose Thomson (19), Clerk or Shopman (Male Shop Assistant) in William Gauldie’s 

business in Elgin; on hearing of Taylor’s abduction, and with Alexander Adam and John 

Ross, sped across to Bishopmill, where he saw Taylor at Bishopmill on the morning of the 

abduction; in later life he became a banker & bank agent for the Caledonian Bank; died at 

Garmouth on 17
th

 August 1854, aged 53 years, interred Essil Churchyard. 

James Thomson (38), Writer, Elgin; William Young of Maryhill, John Lawson of Oldmills, 

Alexander Cowie and Alexander Brown were thought to have met at the offices of James 

Thomson; a short time after the upheaval, replaced Patrick Duff as Clerk to the Incorporation 

of Tailors and , likewise, the Incorporation of Weavers; died at Elgin 30
th

 January 1828, aged 

46 years, interred churchyard of Dipple. 

John Turner (33), Surgeon, Elgin; very active in the Fife cause; described as well qualified 

to take his degree as ‘Doctor of Politics’; warned off George Findlay and George Grant 

outside McKenzie’s Inn on the Saturday night; died 24 February 1826, aged 39 years, and 

was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral.  

Margaret Urquhart or Anderson (54) appears in the precognition, describing some of the 

events of early on the Saturday morning when Taylor was abducted; the wife of Alexander 

Anderson (54), Gardener at Grant Lodge in Elgin. 

On the day on which Taylor was carried off, John Watt, one of Lord Fife’s Factors at 

Nethercluny of Mortlach was on a visit at Oldmills; suspected of acting as intermediator, 

distributing money to the abductors of Dick and Taylor 
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Alexander Winchester, one of the crowd attending Taylor’s abduction may have tried to hold 

back Alexander Adam, Taylor’s Shopman (Male Shop Assistant) at the Bridge of Bishopmill 

on the morning of the abduction. 

George Winchester (53), Servant at Grant Lodge, Elgin. Winchester spoke to Francis Taylor 

shortly after 8 o’clock on the morning of the abduction; remained a servant of the Grant 

family at Grant Lodge, latterly becoming gate-keeper; died there on 19
th

 March 1843, aged 

76 years, and was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

William Young (56) of Maryhill, laird of Burghead and Inverugie; son of Alexander Young 

and Marjory McWilliam, baptized 20
th

 January 1764, Glass, Aberdeenshire; supporter of the 

Fife cause; reputed to have paid for the hire of the boats used to carry Dick and Taylor across 

the Moray Firth to Sutherland; thought to have been a spectator at Burghead when the boats 

carrying their captive set off; died at Maryhill, Elgin on 20
th

 March 1842, aged 78 years, and 

was interred in the burying ground of Elgin Cathedral. 

 

──────────────────── 
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