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Introduction

First Edition

In the early part of the 19th century, general elections were very different to what we know
today. In the town of Elgin, for example, there were only 17 voters. Little wonder then that
the greatest efforts were made to capture the votes of these people.

This publication describes some of the events surrounding the general election called at the
death of King George Il in 1820. It follows the life of one of the bailies of Elgin, Francis
Taylor, during the election period in March that year.

Elgin, December 2001

Revised Edition

With the 208" anniversary fast approaching, the opportunity was tékeeview- and update
-thefirstver si on of this document. Not because t|
the looseendshaving in the passing years, been tiggal- in particular there now being an
explanation as to why Alexander Innes was describedl mse u inh terank 6f the party he

supported in the election of 1820.

Elgin, April 2017

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements are due all staff, present and past,Mbray Councid &ocal Heritage
Servicefor their assistance in the preparation of this document



The Baili ebs Great Advent

Friday

At twilight on the evening of Fridayld" March 1820, Bailie Joseph Collie and Robert Bain,
Writer in Elgin, paid Bailie Francis TayloMerchantin Elgin, a visit at his housat the east

end of the High Streetof ElIgithey asked Coll i e be secretly
door. By thatway, Collie hoped to gain refuge at Grant Lodge unobserved by supporters of
theEarl of Fifed s ¢ a whbihatlotight were trying to abduct him and carry him off from

the voting at the upcoming electidh

Prior to the Reform Bill of 1832, the group btirghs consisting of Banff, Cullen, Elgin,
Inverurie and Kintore sent a joint member to Parliam&he Town Council of each burgh
would choose a delegate to represent the commuittyote at the meeting for the election of
a member to represent the gpoof burghs, held in each burgh in rotation which, at the time
of the election of 182@vas Cullen.

The burghs of Banff and Inverurgipportedhe Earl of Fife Cullen and Kintore supported
the Grant cause. Elgimould determine the result améas suppasd to be doubtfulto secure
the vote was the grand aim of both parti@he family of Grant, for nearly 100 years,
possessed a paramount influence in Elgin pojibos it was one thing to command a burgh
but another to retain @support

In 1819, on tk visit to Elgin of Prince Leopoldf Belgium the local dignitaries were waiting

at the town marches to confer on him the freedom of the burgh, after which Colonel Francis
Grant of Grant invited thBrovostandTown Councilto dine with the Prince at Grant Lodge

The inhabitants of the town were to be feasted at a free banquet on the lawn there.

However, aving to a mistake of th&own Clerk who issued the invitations, tii@eacos of
the Incorporated Trades were overlookEde Convener and two of theddeacors sat on the
Town Counciland all possessed great influence among the freemen of the Burgh

Colonel Grant went himself personally to tBeacors and made an ample apolodye
assured them it was entirely a mistakelaf Town Clerkand he trustethey would pass it

over. Grant asked them to partake of the entertainment provided or to go to any house or inn
and regale themselves with the best of meat and drink at his expense.

The Deacors answerediNo, he had looked #m over before the Prince, and the King might
come i n the 0E&eygveulddeast avthgr ownexpense and they adjourned to
the Trades Hall in the High Street, sent for a cask of whisky, got uproariously drunk and
proceeded to perambulate tereets, conducting themselves in a lawless and disorderly
manner®

Throughouthe previous two yeard ord Fife made repeated visits to Elgirne Incorporated
Trades had frequenmeetingswith him in their hall and at one such gathering the
Incorporated Trades went to Oldmills, the tHenal headquarters of Lord Fife, with an
immense mob and a great number of torclwbsre hey took the horses frotneL or d 6 s
carriage and drew him througjhe streets of Elgir*

Lord Fife wasalsoin the habit of making frequent familiar visits at the houses of those
persons belonging to the different Incorporations whom he knew to be of his tpaaiting
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their wives and daughters with a variety of fsmtions and other sweetmeats which he
carried with him®

In his marching through the streetmd in order to command the attention of the more
outrageous females, Lord Fife was provided with bits of paper in the shape of Soldiers
Billets, ordersto the shopof a supporter of his caus® give the bearer some article of
female dress of more or less value as they showed their zeal in his. tdeonasfurnished

with rings, lockets, breastpins and other trinkets, which he gave. &eah time he was
always attended with one or more orderlies, to point out fit persons to receive theardme

the greatest precautiowas used to ensure none but those professing hostility to Colonel
Grant and his friends should get any of these paltry baubles.

After the deth of King George Ill and the dissolution of Parliament, Lord Fife applied to the
members of thefTown Councilof Elgin for their votes on behalf of his brother General
Alexander Duff whom e wished tdoe elected toepresent the District of Burghs which
Elgin belonged®©

Lord Fife, having learned the opinions of the different members ofdlagn Council was in

the practice of parading the public streets, making repeated calls on those members
favourable to his interest and on those whom heeebegl to gain oveAt all times he was
accompanied by large mobs of men, women and children, shouting and making a great noise
In order to secure the attendance of this mob, Lord Fifeldwof throw handfuls of money
amongst them.

When they came to thehgps or dwelling houses of those who were supposed to be
unfavourable to his views they were hissed at and insulted and, although the mobs were
headed by Lord Fife, he was never seen or heard to use any effort to stop their.outrages

ELGIN DISTRICT OF BURGHS. but ghrough the medium of Sir George abererom.
Extract of a letler from E]g‘:n’ datf_\d I ShCllﬂ and some OLIIOIS, the nghlanh;rs wee =
instant: drawn about two o'clock. 100 respectable special ¢

bles were sworn in, who patroled the streets, &€ o)
guards on all the avenues leading to the thwi %
evening report followed repoit, that the Hieh! W

“ We have been in a state of great agitition sir?
turday with our political parties, which have run Li::
some time past. On Saturday morning, in fair diy i

l y 2 . | were luer«r in the woods, with the intention of ¢

two of the Councillors in Colonel Grant's intest = | h k lhe e
picked up and packed off in post chaises to the cos v | T town durmrr the night. About 11 o'cloc e
where boats were in waiting to carry them over ta x ‘again beat to arms. The windows of the to ¥
land previous to that Col, Grant had § votes aud Lo lighted with candles, and the streets swith it

'l‘he(’ounc:l consists of 17, but Col. Grant is alna Constables were kept on duty all night, such 457

Bnilie Innes would not qualify; the currying uﬂ'.". confusion and consternation. But no enemy “',."
- * Ly 3 A . . v ", l

two already mentioned left Lord Fife 7 and Col. s 'lhe. reports were groundless. 'The fewrs e

the I tter then withdrew to Grant Lodge. and 1% oOriginated in five or six poor fellows having g0t *.

i, &
the former went to the inn under a guard of the o drmk, who were seen loitering ubout the wout™
4 numbers were magnified into as many hw uu

Matters remained in this state over b'\tﬂnLn and S -

a subjeet of merriment to the inhabitante, Buatintxi this ume, for farther sceurity, the Councilfess - :
terim, it would appear, some ill judged commuuicati - Fife’s interest were removed from the inn w‘l
been made to the tenantry on the Grant estates i where they have remained for two nights
spey, who, in the course of the night, began to o =t the Constables were again on duty; mul the ’
great numbers, and nearly 600 marched quietly 0§ lighted up.  To-day thc meeting of Council “' e
Lodge—the alarm was soon given—the drum: 1 Colonel Grant’s feiends did not attend, cxeept 5%
arms, and the whole town was immediately it business, to take a protest. Lord Iife's part
voar. Messengers were dispatched to lLord } deleg'ue, viz. MaJnr Taylor; so the matter 153
estates, round the neighbotrhood, to apprise the ™ ¥ It is too good a subject, however, to be so s0vi s
and about noon the town was crowded to esee™~f and mll, at all events, dﬂdld employmeut o the
several hours matters wore an alarming appearaice 5 .

pike ¥

Caledonian Mercuryl18 March 1820



On one of these parading days Lord Fife assembled all the Trades in theilHegll
proceeded from that place through the town attended by dlléheors of the Incorporations
and an immense molhe general cry of the mob when not employed in hissing Colonel
Gr a rsupgoser®r cheering those of Lord Fife wékord Fife for everd andfiMay the diel
pick out the Grant's lived!This state of tumult and outrage continued for some.time

On the eveing of Friday 10" March the mob became extremely outrageous, parading the
town with a considerable number of torches fixed to long poles, accompanied by drums and
other noisy instrumentén passing the shops and dwelling houses of those in Colonef<Gran
interest they showed the same spirit of insult and outrage by hissing and breaking windows
several house and shop windows were broken that.dfght

Saturday & Sunday

About 8 o0o6clock next morning, SaturHdwas, Tayl
expecting Collie to return from Grant Lodge by that roM&alking in the passage to the

north of his garden towards Grant Lodge, Taylor saw two men start up from behind. a dyke

He thought they had been watching there.

Instantly he turned but after walking only a few paces he saw three or four more men
coming running to meet hinTurning again hewent into the field to the north of the passage
where George Winchester, servant of Lord Seafield, was plougfing

Taylor asked Winchester g in by to some nearby corn stacks in order to ascertain whether
any people were there. Winchester went to the stacks, came back and told theelhaite
seen two menThe bailie left the servant and continued northwards across the field till he
came o the footpath leading along the River Lossie followed this path westward till he
came to the high road between Elgin and BishopfHill

Walking towards Elgin, the bailie came up to some masons who were building a dyke at the
roadside he conversed tew minutes with these mebeaving theworkmen,he walked on in

the direction of Elginwhen he was met and surrounded by a mob he claimed numbered more
than a hundred peopl€aylor asked them what they wanted of hasmmebody answered they
meant to takenim out of the way, although it was not him they wished for, they were
determined to have at least one Granincillor.

The bailie then said it woulde of no use to take him, tipeecept had been served on him
and he was then on his way home to maketakaan officers call a meeting of the council
Some person of the mob answered Rnevost Sir Archibald Dunbar, had returned and Sir
Archibald could call the councilTaylor replied theProvostmight call the council but it
would not be legal as the precept had been served on him.

James Farquha@arrieror Hirer in Elgin, then took hold of Taylor by the arm and turned
him toward Bishopmill Shakinghimself clear of Farquhar's hol@aylor saidhe might walk
along with him Farquharbut would not be laid hold of as a common crimiffdl The Bailie
saw it was useless to make any resistance

The mob all went on to Bishopmill with their captive in the middle of them, where Taylor
was then taketo a public house occupied by a woman of the name of Mary Gill or. Bain
was taken upstairs to a room guarded by several men, Farquhar and JameshGeamhker



in Elgin among themThe unfortunateand unintended victinwas held there for about a
guarte of an hour, until a chaise came from Elgin.

James GranCrofterat Wester Elchies and George FindlBgrmerat Heathfield of Wester
Elchies arrived and said theyished to speak witfraylor. Findlay saw William Cattanach,
Saddlenn Elgin, whenhewag oi ng up t heHewaskad &attéanach the naeaning
of what was going grCattanach answered they wanted to steal the bailie from the election.

At first, Grant and Findlay were refused admissiaut afterwards allowed entrégrant asked
Tay !l oepérsto dlev the bailie to go to the head of the stair to speak to Findlay and
himself The keepers refused but agreed to leave the room for a few mitnetesen left the
room but watched on the staifames Grant gave Taylor a letter containing mainem
George StewartMerchantat Curgyle of ElchiesTaylor opened, read and returned the letter
to Grant desiring him to give it to John Ross, @isrk, requesting him to tell Ross to do the
best he could till he returnet@he bailie then told Grant heas here a prisoner and the men
had laid hold of him and carried him off. Grant was very sorry for him, Taylor wiagré&at
trouble & much casten dowrand he was in dirty clothes, in great dishabile and had a very
long beard®?

Taylor's son, Francis Vkor, had joined his father on the road to Bishopmibylor now
asked his son be allowed to go home and tell Mrs Taylor he was being taken ahwayliout
not believe they would hurt hinThe child was allowed to do so, but only in the company of
John Mdain, Carrierin Elgin. 2

John RossShopmanto Taylor, arrived at Bishopmill and saw the bailie come out of the
wo man Bai.R@s gothup o §aylpshook him by the handandrequested Taylor

might be allowed to go out over a little to speak to.Rlames RhindBooksellerin Elgin,
exclaimed he should not be allowed to speak to the philiehe bailie and Ross went out a
few yards onto the r oa dramappokeEl iprevent Hiskegcapingy ma n
Farquhar was holding the bailie by the tails of his cé#ten John Ross asked Taylor if he

was willing to go away, the bailie said he was not but he saw any resistance would be useless
Ross then saidiBy God then gu shall not ga or words to that effecfThe crowd laughed
contemptuously and the bailie w#i\l shaking and very much agitated*>

With a man holding him by each arm and one at his back by way of forcing him against his
will, Taylor was put into tk chaise

Alexander ChristieButcherin Elgin and James Gran§hoemakein Elgin went into the

chaise with him one of them on each side of Tagfmung Francis Taylor, unwilling to part

from his father, was put into the chaise by his own acabitten he chaise left Bishopmill,
William Brander was mounted on the back as guard and about half a dozen men were running
alongside™?

The chaise stopped when well into the wood between Bishopmill and Duffus where the men
on the outside discussed what tlsgpuld do Might they take the bailie into the wood and
keep him hidden there till it got dark in case the carriage was discovered and folltvesd?
proceeded ohoweverthrough the wood to the village of New Duffistopping there at the
house of William McKimmie and Elizabeth Russell, the mother of James Fargtthdihe

bailie did not know to which house he was being taken.



At New Duffus, Taylor expressed a wish to go and breakfast with his acquaintance James
Adam but his captors would not permitghrhe bailie then asked them if they would allow

him to send for Adam to breakfast with hifrhis they did and young Francis Taylor went for
Adam and brought him.

The group had been some time at New Duffus whenasesvnt Lor d Seaf i el dos
the village Someone said this was for a rescue of Taylor, putting his hand to his breast,
James Grant exclaimetRather than allow Taylor to be taken from him he would suffer a

pair of balls to be put through hionHearingGrant make use of these words had a wonderful

effect on Taylord6s mind and made him very mu
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Whi | e at Mc Ki mmi e 0 :
the bailie expressed a wish to

go to the door and make water

Farquhar told him he would not

allow him to go directing him to

gointo a closetTaylor insisted

on going out and did so, to the

end of the house but Farquhar

went with him, again holding

him by the tails of his coat.

Taylor thought they were about
an hour at New Duffus before
he was then put into the chaise
and drivento Hopeman Apart
from young Francis James
Grant was the only person in
the carriagewith Taylor on
their journey from Duffus to
Hopeman At Hopeman they
were taken to the house of a
man of the name of McKimmie,
son of William McKimmie,
New Duffus they sopped there
for a considerable time.

At Hopeman, Taylor inquired
of the men the meaning of
stopping so long thereGrant
and Farquhar, who were
present, said they had sent a
messenger by the name of
Robert Mitchell, Weaver or
labourer in Elgin, to Burghela
to see the coast was clear there
The bailie understood they

Extract from thePrecognltlon

wanted to see there was no
person there that would rescue



him and take him from thenGrant and Farquhar also said at this time, in order to prevent a
rescue of Taylor, people had beensemt®i s e al | Lord Fifeds tenan

Taylor asked his captors what they meant to do with him at Burghibay said they had

first intended to take him to Rosevalley, the residence of Alexander Sutherland but this
person was Sir Faatocdnd they ldid notDcansiten Taylos would be safe
there They had therefore resolved to put the bailie into a boat at Burghead and it was their
intention now to transport him to Sutherland.

Alexander RussellMerchantin Elgin, came to Hopeman from Byiread where he had seen
Councillor Robert Dickan ElginMerchantand Town Councillgrput to sea and set sail with

a fair wind ‘® Russell remained at Hopeman some time with Taylor and he went on with

them to BurgheadTaylor recollected seeing John BgFrarmerin Loanhead of Kintrea and

one of Lord Fifeds t¥®nants that day at Burgh

At Burghead, Taylor was taken to the house of William Hendersokeeperthere They

went into the house and, soon after, dinner was brotigig must have beerraered by one

of the men because Taylor claimed he ordered or paid for nothing, nor was he asked to do so
The men told Taylor they would take dinner while the boat that was to transport them was
getting readyThe whole or most of the men sat down attdi®e at which Taylor dined.

During the dinner Russell sent out messages to see when the boat would be ready and, after
dinner, a messenger came into the room saying the boat was now almostheaaign then

asked Taylor to choose what men he would tikgo along with him in the baathe bailie

was satisfied any resistance now was useless and no other choice was leftHie Isiad
Brander, Christie and Russell would be more acceptalhetiiieaothersA few minutes after

this they all went out

Accompanied by an enormous crowd they proceeded to the back shore at Bu@yeead
numbers of people were there, with great difficulty, launching a boat that had lain for months
on the beachin doing so they made a hole in the side of it and she wesdatan this state,

which occasioned her to leak considerably and dangerously during the voyage, so much so it
required great exertion to keep her.dt§/

Tayl or was <carried 1 nto .Albng with dimtwereohis sesho me p
Francis, Alexader Christie, William Brander and the boat crew of six or seven Tregrior

did not know any of the seamen by name except one man of the name of Dick but it was
established later James McDonakkamann Burghead, was another member of the crew

They putto sea without covering except an old coat and a part of old carpet some person had
thrown into the boat when they were leaving Burghead.

When the boat set sail, three cheergilaird Fife for everb were given from the immense
crowd on the shord his wasreturned by all in the boat, excepting the bailie and his son, who
sat silent.

They proceeded so far with a favourable wind but when it became quite dark it began to blow
a hurricaneThis drove them to a lee shore on the coast of Sutherland and thegt ditthis

time know at what particular part of the coast they were oppoEite crew discussed
whether they would run the boat ashore or row off to a short distance and cast @hefior
adopted the latter expedient, supposing the coast was rocky.

10



After lying some time at anchor, the hurricane increased and broke the Thélsailors
exclaimed,iFor God's sake, to the oars and keep the boat off the shidrel they did,

rowing till daylight when they found themselves about two miles from Bfidra sorm was

then so great they could not make the harbour of Brora so they were obliged to run the boat
ashoreAt this time the surf was terrible, the D

While at sea the bailie and the rest had the greatest feaimgf drowned every instamfter
landing Christie talking of the perilous voyage, obsery¥dhat, if the whole had perished
but himself, would he have said to Mrs Taylor on his return hbme.

They repaired to Brora where they were ushered into the lodbddexander Christie's father
in-law, James Scottintnerthere Thi s was between 6 and 7 o06c
Sunday 12" March and they remained at Brora from that time till Monday after breakfast.

Monday & Tuesday

On Monday morning, Taylogxpressed a desire to see the coal works at Biaikking with

his son and James Scott, Christie and Brander following a little behind them, the bailie
requested to know from Scott whether he thought he could make his.eScafiesaid he
could step outbf the house and get a har3aylor said that would do very well but unless his
captors were secured it would not have the eftdete, Christie and Brander then came up
and interrupted the conversation.

After breakfast on Monday, Alexander Russell came S c o t. Hésoughtadhe badie

his best hat from Elgin and at the same time mentioned he had brought a bundle of clothes for
him, these being left with Mr Craidsarmer in SutherlandCraig was a nephew of William
Young Esq., Maryhill®®

In the course of Monday the whole party then walked to Golspie and, arriving about 12
od6cl ock, they went t dnnkeéepeeherd Alexander Russellfhen Du n c
pressed Taylor to take a few notes he then had in his Raisdell observed it looked ¢ous

to see the men paying for everything for him and a gentleman should have no Trayhery

refused saying he would have nothing to do with their mdfiBy

The bailie had formerly Kknown Duncanods wif
mentioned hewas there a prisoneMrs Duncan appeared much surprised, she always
understood Taylor to be a man of character and could not understand what he could be a
prisonerforThe baili e explained he was a political
hadcarried him there.

They dined at Duncandéds house and were takin
Sellar of Westfield came into the room. Sellar was married to a niece of William Young of
Maryhill. He pressed Taylor very much to go and visit htrhia houseTaylor explained the
circumstances and the reason for his being tHéeesaid to Sellar he meant to prosecute
Christie and Brander for false imprisonment and carrying him away in the manner they had
done Sellar said to Taylor he had a gaaght to do so and if he did prosecute them he would

get them banished for what they had dddkristie then said h&Would suffer banishment

for Lord Fife any day

The bailie mentioned he had an acquaintance, Elizabeth Keith or Sutherland, in thddgown
wished very much to go and drink teathefeay | or and his son went

11



leaving Brander, Russell, Christie and Sellar in the. ihhe bailie explained to Mrs
Sutherland and her father-law, who was also present, the meaning of his biage They
expressed the same astonishment as Mrs Du@can comi ng out of Mr s Sut

saw Christie and Brander emerge from of a s
(21)

That night, Monday, the mail coach from Caithness camentip which the bailie, his son,
Christie and Brander weniRussell had gone on ahead but was picked up on theTbeg
went on to Dingwall where they breakfasted a

On Taylordés arrival at D i lettey wighbut saying a woedr s on ¢
Opening it, the bailie found it contained the precept that had been served upon him for the
purposes of the election.

After breakfast they proceeded on to Inverness in the mail coach, where they arrived before 2
0 0 c | Smankfter arriving at Inverness William Fraser Tytl&heriftDeputeand Thomas

Gilzean, SheriftSubstituteof Invernesss hi r e , wai t ed o nComiagyiritoor a't
the room where they were, Tytler asked if there was a Mr Taylor from Elgin theeykor

stood up and said he was the mamgtler said to Taylor he understood the bailie was a
prisoner and under restraifitaylor said he had hitherto been so since he was carried away
but he now understood from his keepers he was at libEngy bailie askethe men with him

if he was to be at liberty nawhey saidfiCertainly he was.

Donald Smith,Collector of Customst Inverness, a friend and old acquaintance of Taylor,
called upon him at Cant's InBmith said to the men this was a very extraordinarynless
on their part and they would all be banished for carrying away Taylor.

Alexander JackCandlemakein Inverness had invited the bailie and his son to drink tea and
spend the eveninghis they did, and Bailie Lewis Grant of Inverness joined the patrty
supper Taylor here explained the restraint and imprisonment he had been under and he
mentioned he considered all proceedings at Elgin had been by that time over.

There was an understanding amongst some of den Councillorsof Elgin the meeting for

choosing a delegate was to take place on the Tuesday and the bailie had made up his mind to
vote for Sir Archibald Dunbar as delegate from Elgit was Tayl or 6s fi xed
give orders on the Saturday past for callinmeeting in terms of the precept and had he not

been carried away he would have doneTsbi s | mpressi on was fi xed
made him less anxious to receive the protection ofhweziff than he would have otherwise
been Taylor believed the@wnvi cti on in the mendés minds was

day and it was all over by the time they had reached Inveffidss

When Taylor and his son returned to the inn, they saw Brander there, Russell and Christie
had gone eastward with the matach that nightTaylor called on the chambermaid and
asked to know where they were to slegpe said they were to sleep in a dotli®elded room

and Brander was also to sleep théreis Taylor absolutelyefused;he said he and his son
should have a ron themselves.
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Wednesday

Early Wednesday morning Taylor, his son and Brander left Inverness insideRhek e o f
Go r d©oach When they arrived aCampbelltown Brander went into the inn while the
horses were changin@oming out of the inn, Brand@ressed Taylor to go in, saying there
was a gentleman there who wanted very much to speak torhenbailie went into the inn

and to his great surprise he found the gentleman who wanted to see him was Deacon James
CattanachCartwrightin Elgin. Cattanachand Brander pressed Taylor very much to remain

at Campbelltownduring the dayElgin was in such an uproar and confusion, mobs were
stationed at the west end of Elgin and the Bridge of Sheriffmill and it would be impossible
for the bailie to get into theown. The bailie absolutely refused, saying he would not stop
unless they detained him there by fordés seat in the coach was taken to Forres, he would

at any rate go that lengtf®

Brander, Taylor and young Francis went fr&ampbelltownto Nairn inthe coachTaylor
understood Cattanach rode to Nairn on horself@okarriving at Nairn they found Alexander
Anderson Squarewrightn Elgin, there with a post chais@attanach and Anderson had come
from Elgin to Nairn together in the post chaise andtadaich had gone the length of
Campbelltownin order to try stopping the bailie theMYhen the bailie alighted out of the
coach at Nairn, Brander, Cattanach and Anderson surrounded him and pressed him
exceedingly hard to stop at Nairn during that.d&ye post chaise they had brought would be
quite at his service and he could afterwards go home in it when he pldaséat again
absolutelyrefused;he repeated unless he was kept there by force he was determined to go on
to Forres®?

The bailie breakfastl at Nairn before he, his son and Brander proceeded on to Forres in the
60 Duk e o fCodégh Cattanachh having been on the Adithe way from Nairn to Forres

the bailie saw the post chaise running before and he understood Anderson was then in the
pog chaise.

On arrival &°tat Forees, ewhemTaygor damerout of the coach he found himself
surrounded by a great number of peoplmongst these he observed a considerable number
of Elgin people whose faces were quite familiar to him, although he did now know their
namesThe bailie did, however, observe, Alexander Russtgichantin Elgin.

Taylor observed another man from Elgin among the mob, he knows him to be a wright,
although he daenot know his naméhis man wasipouring down of sweatand, from his
appearance, Taylor was confident in assuming he must have run very hard all the way from
Elgin and just arrived at that time.

Brander, Cattanach, Anderson and Russell pressed the bail hard to remain at Forres
during the remainder of that dalaylor absolutely refused, saying he was determined to go
on. Cattanach took hold of Taylor by the arthhe would consent to go in with the Fife
councillors which were then sitting at MeKn z i e at €lgir, ¥’ rthey would allow the
bailie to proceedTaylor refused and rather than consent to change allegiance, he would
remain where he wa%”

That morning, John GranBurgeonin Forres, saw Taylorinth@ Du k e o fCo&lmasd o n 6
twas passing through the street of Forres
changed horse&rant knew the bailie and had heard of his being carried off from.Higin

ran down to the inn to speak with him but before he reached there Taylor hahtgotie
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Tr avel | e®nsatiemiingaargo in, Grant found two or three men at the back of the
door, which however was not bolteg@drant pushed the door back a little and said he wanted

to speak to TayloAfter some delay the door was opened

Grantasked Taylor in whisper (at a side near one of the windows) whether he was still under

restraint The bailie said he still considered himself under restr&@rdant then spoke aloud to
three or four men who were in the room with him and saihat, do youprevent Taylor
from returning home®They answerediNo, he was quite free to go home when he pleased.

Taylor informed Grant the men had said to him he might go from Forres towards Elgin if he
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Extract from thePrecognition

liked but if he did so, some of

Lord Fi febowuld party

intercept him and detain him by
the way until the election was
over. On which account, Taylor
said he would rather remain in
Forres where he had
acquaintances.

Bailie William Mitchell went to
Loudonods | naylort o
relief. Mitchell found the bailie
in the Low Room with two or
three men and GranMitchell
shook hands with Taylor and
asked,fiWas the prisoner come
back® or words to that effect
The bailie made some answer
and said he wanted to speak
with him. They went upstairs to
another room Taylor
complained of being fatigued
and was to remain at Forres for
the day Mitchell said if Taylor
applied he would set him at
liberty or make him free of the
men The bailie said the men
would not allow him to go to
Elgin; and, if he attempted to, a
party would intercept him and
keep him back till the evening
Mitchell thought Taylor had a

long beard and needed dressing
Taylor told Mitchell he had the

precept upon him, he was afraid the men might take it from himhantherefore wished
Mitchell to take the precept, to keep it for him till he would be leaving the .t8\imen

Mitchell and Taylor came down the stairs they saw the men in the lobby or about the doors

(28)

Soon after, Tayl or an dn fGloved by theee on®ur meaiibhey o f
called on John MuterenMerchantin Forres at his own shop and almost immediately
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thereafter accompanied him to his haudmnder, Cattanach and Anderson followed them
t hrough Mr Mut er e rGoasttoak his leheenleating Tdylor 0 gdt drassee
i n Mr Mut eThererthe dailié lmd ccaasion to go te littlehouse Muterer saw the
men go and watch at the door until Taylor came @it

When dressed, Tayl or f ound douse Leaweng thgre, Cu mm
Cumming and Taylor took a longalk; they went in the direction of Burdsyards, still

followed by the three menn the course of their walk, they called at Mr Grant of Thornhill

and at Mrs Cockbui,doth in the vicinity of Forres.

About 3 o006clock they returned to Cumming's |
dined with Mr Cumming and his familyThe three men who still followed also went to
Cumming's house where they were shown to a room by themselves and given sotoething

eat.

Before dinner was over Taylor was very much surprised and not a little affected by the
appearance of his wife, Mrs Taylor and her sister, Miss B&itien Mrs Taylor came into

the room she was so overpowered in embracing her husband she coutittmatword but

burst into tears.

Mitchell, Grant and Muterer had been invited to dinner tea that evening in the house of
George CummingMitchell said to Taylor, in a jocular manner, it had been currently reported
at Forres he had allowed himself tothken away by his own soim other words, as much as

to say he had been stolen with his own consantthis, Taylor seemed displeased and
observed no person speaking the truth could sayHleatonsidered himself now the prisoner

of the men and he meatied his own son had taken a list of those who carried him off.

That evening, Taylor received a note from his friend Patrick,[uffor. He understood Duff

had been kind enough to accompany Mrs Taylor and Miss Booth west to Forres that day
Taylor showedhe note to either Cumming or Muterer and some conversation ensued about
the arrangement proposed.

Brander, Cattanach and Anderson were still in the house, in that room of George Caamming

house the door of which was immediately opposite to the dooeabtim in which the party

was drinkingteal f t he door of the mends room were
other room without being observed by them.

Cumming or Muterer then went to the other room to ascertain whether the men would agree
to allow Taylor to return to Elgin with his family in the way proposed by Duffa little

time, the messenger returned with an answer from the men they would not consent to this
arrangement, Taylor must go in the mail coach with them to Ef§in

Taylor remaineda t Cummi ngébs house that evening til
leaving Forreghe bailiecalled on Mitchell for the precept, which was given to .hirhe

bailie proceeded to Elgin in the maibach;Alexander Russell and John Grant were in the

coach vith him. Mrs Taylor, Miss Booth and Francis Taylqunior, went to Elgin in a
carriage. Duf f r o d e . Brander,EQJattananoh awdnAnd&rsoa wentdts h o r
Elgin on the outside of the mail coach.

When the coach arr i ve dcane ofoddoniTayloelly she drm n , Ce
He pressed him very much to go into the.ihle said they, meaning the Fit®uncillors
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were sitting thereThis Taylor indignantly refusedHe walked down the street to his own
house Taylor reurned tohis own house on Wednesda§" March between the hours of 8
and 9 in the evenin§®®

Aftermath

Sometimeafter this, Brander and Russell called on Taylor at his .siibpy had heard a
report Taylor was going to prosecute them for carrying him awayeaneested of him not to

do so The bailie said so far as he was concerned he would not prosecutéithgave them

his hand he would not but at the same time observed he could not answer for what the
ProcuratorFiscal might do.

James GrantShoemakeiin Elgin; James FarquhaGarrier or Hirer in Elgin; Alexander

Christie, Butcherin Elgin; and William BranderSquarewrightin Elgin were all indicted
Early in April 1820 they were charged with
paticularly the invasion of
the person, and masterfu
seizing and carrying o
transporting, or causing td
be carried or transported,
from one part of the
kingdom to another, any o
the lieges, forcibly and
against his will, without
lawful authority, and the
detaining any of the lieges$
in captivity, or in any
place, forcibly and against
his will, without lawful
authority, and the illegally
hindering and obstructing
any of the lieges in
proceeding from one parg
of the kingdom to another
or putting any of them
under restraint, in the
exercise of his persong|
freedom, without lawful
authority, especially when
committed against any
magistrate orcouncillor of
a royal burgh, for the
purpose of defeating the
freedom of election of any
delegate from any of the
royal burghs, who, by the
constitution of the realm,
choose the representative.
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